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ALTAIR's near mythical status in the classic yacht 
world is for good reason — she has become the standard 
bearer for the cause of authenticity since her landmark 
restoration in 1987. William Fife III may have saved 
his best until last; commissioned as an ocean going 
cruising boat for the southern seas and her designer's 
last big boat, Fife could not help but create a blend 
of breathtaking beauty: fast, safe and totally capable. 



Always the darling ol the classic regalia Heel and often 
winning her class; ALTAIR is the ultimate vintage yacht. 
While important as the yacht to have started what has 
become the classic yacht revival, that role is as nothing to 
her own status at the top of this hierarchy. 

Her dimensions have allowed for the modern comlorts 
that a smaller classic will not; all discreetly concealed and 
allowing her to cruise anywhere. Above all she 
is blessed with the spirit engendered by her original 
designer the incomparable William Fife III. 
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"The largest 
event of its kind 
since 1662" 



FROM DAN HOUSTON, EDITOR 

A passion for a pageant 

You'll have heard that we had a royal wedding recently? Who could have 
missed some of the stunning images from that? Many of the most famous 
icons of British national life were on show, from Buckingham Palace and 
the Household Cavalry to state coaches, open landaus and the tomb of the 
unknown soldier. Oh, and a certain fairy tale bride, and groom. It was 
pomp and it was ceremony and we asked each other: "Where else do you 
see anything like this in the world today?" And we answered: "Nowhere!" 

So what next? Well next will involve 
Classic Boat readers, because next year the 
Queen's Diamond Jubilee is to centre 
around an event that will involve a 1,000- 
boat pageant on the River Thames in 
central London. Over the first weekend in 
June, 2nd to 5th, which will be an extended public holiday, the plan 
is to gather no fewer than 1,000 watercraft, led by Her Majesty in a 
converted Thames sailing barge (above), with fireworks and music 
barges, historic vessels down to... a kayak (organisers say) and 
marshall them into a waterborne parade of the most extraordinary 
pomp and circumstance - with an open invitation to the unusual, to 
celebrate Elizabeth IPs 60 years of leadership and service as Queen. 

Apparently it's going to be the largest event of its kind since August 
1662, when (the restored) King Charles II and Queen Catherine of 
Braganza were greeted by an extravagant river pageant 
on their arrival at Whitehall from Hampton Court. 
Pepys described the scene then as being able to walk 
across the river on boats. We'll have more news as it 
develops and there's a news piece on our website too. 
Open invitations have gone out and you can apply to 
take part at www.thamesdiamondjubileepageant.org. 




HM with Waterman Mike Turk 
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ANTIGUA 2011 ^ 

CLASSIC WOOD 



dipped in sunshine 




Previous pages: | 

Elena, 137ft | 

Herreshoff, built f 

2010, was the star | 

of the show 5 



Maybe it was sun lust after a very 
bitter and long northern 
hemisphere winter that made this 
year's Antigua Classics, in its 24th 
incarnation, the best-attended yet, 
with 60 yachts racing on the 
glassy blue and turquoise swells of the Caribbean. Or 
perhaps it's just the continuing growth in reputation of 
this Panerai-sponsored event that consistently draws some 
of the biggest yachts from around the world like this year's 
star, the new 137ft (42m) Herreshoff schooner Elena, not 
to mention the J-Class yachts Ranger and Velsbeda. 

That grandeur has never been at the expense of 
excluding tiny yachts, like the pretty GRP keelboat 
Springtide, built and raced by local boatbuilder Oliver 
Greensmith - or gloriously scruffy yachts, like the 37ft 
( 1 1 .3m) W Atkins double-ender Hanora, looking like a 



slightly larger Suhaili that's just been around the world 
twice, and with the added grunge factor of a criminal 
record from her days spent running Chinese immigrants 
- 40 at a time - into St Thomas in the Caribbean. 

Whatever the reason, for six days, it seemed that the 
whole classic yacht world had descended on this small 
Caribbean island of fewer than 100,000 souls. That 
makes Antigua a place of contrasts: a Rastafarian spins 
past on a bike, singing. And there's Barney Sandeman the 
yacht broker, crossing the road behind him. Aid in a late 
night bar I find one of the 'pink ladies' from last year's 
regatta - 'Thirsty' Kirsty Morrison, demonstrating how 
she got her name. At lunch, the photographer Ken Beken 
sits at the next table. And apparently, even Eric Clapton is 
in town - or at least his yacht, Va Bene, is spotted. 
Dock-walking here is even better than sailing. While 
gawping at the big yachts - the 137ft (42m) ketch 
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TIM WRIGHT 



Rebecca, the Js Velsheda and Ranger - 1 am hailed by a 
familiar voice. It's Tom Haycock from my 2009 Fastnet 
crew, now crewing on the 100ft (30.5m)Spirit yacht Gaia. 

Frank Blair is aboard his 57ft (15.5m) yacht Fanfarer, 
the new Nigel Ircns cat-headed schooner built by Covey 
Island Boatworks to replace his Maggie B that burned 
down there three years ago. Frank, who flew as an F8 
pilot in Vietnam, is one day planning a voyage of the 
eastern Mediterranean and loves not having headsails to 
worry about. A quiet man with a cool Yankee drawl, he 
describes Odysseus as "kind of a jerk - his idea of 
passage-making was 220 miles in 20 days." Instead, he 
will follow in the wake of Aeneas. 

Outside the yacht club, half a dozen of the local 
Carriacou sloops are moored stem-to, surrounded by 
piles of sandals and crates of Carib lager. Their brightly- 
painted wooden hulls and white sails look as at home on 




Above, from top: 
Steel Herreshoff 
schooner Atrevida, 
1923, the oldest 
boat at the regatta; 
S&S yawl Stormy 
Weather, St Briac, 
Breton workboat 
('biggest effort to 
attend') 
Left: Elena, 
winner of this 
year's 'Most 
Photogenic Boat' 
award 
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Left: A corner of 
the Panerai Lounge 
ff/gftf.-The 42ft 
Carriacou sloop 
Zemi, built in 
2007, won her 
class 





Above: Heron, a 
52ft John Alden 
ketch built in 
1928, would be the 
star of the fleet at 
some regattas. 
Left: From front, 
Js Ranger and 
Velsheda, and the 
Pendennis-built 
137ft ketch 
Rebecca 




Above: Rosa, with 
her large, friendly 
crew, won 'Spirit 
of the Regatta' 



the water as an X-Roat in the West Solent. Nearby, at the 
other end of the scale, there's the 289ft (88m) computer- 
driven square-sail super-yacht Maltese Falcon. 

Antigua has become one of the great yachtsman's 
crossroads in the ocean. Ashore there are rough shacks 
- plank-on-frame walls, corrugated iron roofs - with 
metal signs poking out from the leaves of the trees. 
They're as likely to advertise genset repairs as they are 
the local dishes like roti and grilled lobster, 'native style'. 

ELEGANCE AND SINGLEHANDERS 
I arrive a day after the singlehanders' race and the 
concours d'elegance. The overall winner of the latter was 
Latifa, the 70ft (21m) Fife double-ended yawl once 
described by Uffa Fox as "one of the loveliest of sailing 
craft yet seen". She stunned everyone with her perfectly 
vcrdigriscd vents and winches, a vintage compass 



binnacle and glowing coamings and curved helmsman's 
perch. She wasn't even sailing in the regatta - but who 
cares? It's Antigua. 

A special prize (as well as Spirit of the Regatta) went 
to the Fnglish-owned 45ft (13.7m) workboat Rosa 
- scruffy but "elegant in their own way", according to 
organiser Kenny Coombs. Many of the boat crews were 
reportedly hanging around nervously with chamois 
leathers, buffing away the odd heavy drop of warm rain 
as it fell from the sky before the judges arrived. Both 
prizes reflect the relaxed atmosphere and generous, 
democratic spirit that surrounds this regatta, considered 
by many to be the best event of its kind in the world. 

The singlehander's race, held over a shortened course 
of 12 miles, was won by local boatbuilder Oliver 
Greensmith aboard his pretty little GRP David Boyd 
sloop, Springtide. The celebration, on Antigua Yacht 



12 



CLASSIC BOAT JUNE 201 1 




Left: Latifa, winner 
of the Concours 
d'Elegance 
Right: Unmistakably 
British in a mixed 
fleet, Cora A is a 
26ft Harrison Butler 
cutter built in 1937. 
She's owned by 
regatta organiser 
Kenny Coombs's 
wife Jane. 




Club's lawn after the next clay's racing, was held to the 
musical accompaniment of Canadian country/gospel 
musician Marty Reno and his son David, crew on Elena, 
and to the liquid accompaniment of 'dark and stormy'' 
cocktails, courtesy of rum sponsor Mount Gay. They arc 
surely named in honour of the feeling you get the 
morning after. As the sun went down over the hay that 
evening, the clouds burst, and the warm rain hitting the 
canopy of the yacht club's terrace reminded many of us 
of childhood holidays spent under canvas. In the 
distance, beyond the hills that hide Falmouth Harbour 
from the sea, silent lightning electrocuted the night sky. 

SAILING ON LUCY 

British East Coast photographer Den Phillips and her 
husband Dicky were waiting for me the day after, aboard 
their 47ft (14.3m) yawl Lucy. Her hull might be steel, 



but this is no spirit of tradition yacht - she's a real oldie, 
built in 1966 to a dcisign by Henk Tingcn, then chief 
designer at the Dutch yard of Royal Huisman. Her 
previous owner found her sunk and carried out a long 
restoration before having to sell due to failing health. 

Nowadays, Den and Dickie spend British winters in 
the Caribbean. Lucy drew many admiring comments, 
many mistaking her sawn-off counter, yawl rig and low 
coachroof for a Sparkman and Stephens design. We 
inspect the rest of the fleet as we sail, particularly in die 
windless 'holes' found in the lee of Falmouth Harbour's 
high hills. There's Kate, the 2007-built 12-M built by 
Philip Walwyn, covered in CB. Now dark blue and 
coverted to yawl, she's looking all the better for losing 
the canary yellow hull, everyone agrees. Velsheda and 
Ranger, the Js, fly past, headsail sheets under such 
pressure they are vibrating with a strange staccato sound. 
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It's most certainly not, I'm told later by a crewman on Top: Antigua YC 

Ranger, a fluttering leech making that noise! Hot on their Marina at night, 

heels is the 137ft (42.2m) Rebecca, a new spirit of tradition Above left: The 

ketch built by Pendennis to a German Frets design. She's steel yawl Lucy 

going so fast - must be well over 12 knots - that her Above right: 

forefoot is rising out of the water. A 137ft ketch planing Russamee, built 

is one thing none of us expected - even at Antigua. 1972 in rare woods 

to epic scantlings 

IN THE SPIRIT OF TRADITION 

The next day, I meet a loquacious character in a broad- ANNUAL 

brimmed hat, Donald Tofias, who when he has to fill in ANTIGUA 

immigration forms on aeroplanes, writes 'boatbuilder'. For a week each 

Others have described him as 'flaneur' (for his love of the April Antigua 

arts) and 'armature' (for his ability to pay for them - and Classics, hosted 

the yachts). We know him as the founder of the W-Class by Antigua YC and 

and he's taking me out for a day on his W-76 yacht, sponsored by 

White Wings, built in 1997 with a twin sister, Wild Panerai as part of 

Horses, with the aim of starting a new class of 'spirit of its Classic Yacht 

tradition' yachts. Challenge gathers 

The first things you notice stepping aboard arc a a range of 

wheel so large it dips under the sole boards, and twin traditional boats 

pedestal winches powered by Antipodean grunt. Soon, I to race and enjoy 

find out what the rest of the crew arc for. We are portable Wlndies sailing, 

ballast. The female skipper Faraday orders us to shift our www.antigua 

weight forwards and backwards and in and out: "backs classics.com 



against the house... heads out... two of you switch sides ". 
And soon enough we are flying along at 12 knots in a 
perfect 15 knots of breeze, briefly overtaking Ranger as 
she pulls in her readier at the downward mark. A moment 
after rounding the mark, she's bearing down on us last, 
causing Donald to bear away sharply to avoid collision. 

There have been no other orders for W-76s - but 
Donald's been quietly busy, building and selling three 
W46s and, last year, the first W-37, which has already 
topped out at 15 knots. These spirit of tradition yachts 
- as well as Donald's Ws there are those built by Spirit 
Yachts in England, and many other custom one-offs - 
are now the biggest class at F.ggemoggin Reach regatta 
in Maine, USA - and are growing here at Antigua. This 
year saw their biggest turn-out in the regatta's history. 

That evening, at a lobster party hosted by the Maine 
boatbuilders, regatta organiser Kenny Coombes declared 
that he's had the best day's schooner sailing in his life 
on Elena. And that, he claims, is Antigua's appeal. A 
beautiful, friendly place with great sailing - "most of 
the time". The enthusiastic sponsorhip by the Italian 
watchmaker Panerai, flying in journalists from around 
the world and providing endless coffee and sandwiches 
for competitors can't hurt either. Great sailing? Nice 
place? There's really no secret to Antigua's success. © 
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NeilThompsonBoats 




The Norfolk Oyster 

The Norfolk Oyster is a 17' gunter rigged centreboard dayboat, with simulated 
clinker hull, spruce spars and tan sails. Her simple efficient rig ensures excellent 
performance under sail in light or strong winds whilst her deep bow and ample 
freeboard make her immensely seaworthy. Both mainsail and jib have fixed reefing 
points (2 positions in mainsail, 1 in jib) so that reducing sail is easily accomplished. 
A small cut-out in the transom enables an outboard motor to be fitted with ease. 
When not in use, this can be stowed in chocks in the large forward locker. 

The Norfolk Oyster is a perfect dayboat, combining the needs of small children 
with those of keen sailing parents. 

We currently have two Norfolk Oysters for sale, both with 1 year's warranty. 



Dimensions 



Length 
Beam 
Draft 
Sail area 
Weight of boat 



16'10"( 5.18m) 
6*2" (1.86m) 

10"/3'10"(0.26m/1.18m) 
149 sq ft (13.8 sq m) 
675kgs (inc equipment) 



Trailing weight 935kgs 




Norfolk Urchin Norfolk Oyster Norfolk Gypsy Norfolk Smuggler 25 Norfolk Trader 45 & 65 
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NATIONAL HISTORIC SHIPS 



Fifie becomes National Flagship 



The Scottish Fifie Swan has won the 
prestigious National Historic Ships 
'Flagship of the Year' accolade for 
2011/12. She receives a traditional 
swallow-tailed broad pennant to fly 
from the masthead, and a grant of 
£1,000 towards the cost of keeping 
the vessel in operational condition 
and open for public viewing. 

Swan (LK243), 67ft (20.4m), was 
launched in May 1900 at Hay and 
Company's yard in I.erwick in the 
Shetland Isles. Having survived two 
world wars and then falling into 
disrepair, she's now in full sailing 
fettle again after a full restoration by 
a team of dedicated volunteers from 
The Swan Trust. 

The judges were particularly 
impressed with the breadth of Swan's 
summer programme which, starting 
in her home port, will take her to the 
Orkneys, along the Caledonian 

WHO OWNS THE THAMES? 




Canal, to Waterford to compete in 
the Tali Ships Race to Glasgow, and 
then to Norway, engaging 
throughout with the large number of 
young people who will form her 
crews, and inviting visitors on board 
wherever she goes. 

The Humber super sloop Spider T 
has been named runner-up and will 
receive a £250 grant which, like the 



Swan, a 67ft 
Scottish Fifie, this 
year's NHS flagship 



'Floating homes 5 threat to 
Britain's oldest river sailing club 



Thames Sailing Club, the oldest 
river-sailing club in Britain based at 
Surbiton in west London, is at threat 
from a new housing scheme by 
private developer Hydro Poperties. 
The firm wants to build 60 floating 
homes on platforms over a stretch of 
river that forms the race area for the 
club's historic fleet, most famous for 
its Thames A-Raters. 

According to a report in London's 
Evening Standard on 26 March, 
Hydro spokesman Stephen Bytield 
said the company is "listening very 
hard" to the concerns of Thames 
Sailing Club, which has used this 
stretch of water since 1 870 and has 
safety concerns over such a narrowing 
of the river. CB visited the site at the 
beginning of May to meet the 
developers, representatives of the 
club and other interested riparian 
parties and will report in due course. 




And Damien Hirst in bid to 
take over Chelsea moorings 

The 59 berth-holders who keep 
houseboats at the Chelsea Yacht and 
Boat Company on London's tidal 
Thames (Yard News, May) are 
planning a co-operative buy-out after 
the moorings were put up for sale for 
£4.75 million. .Among them is artist 
Damien Hirst. 



Damien Hirst, left, 
and Griff Rhys 
Jones 



grant to Swan will go towards 
supporting the vessel and promoting 
the Flagship of the Year scheme. 

Martyn Heighton, director of 
National Historic Ships (NHS), 
which makes the award, commented: 
"Swan is a worthy winner in a year 
of fierce competition." 

NHS to reward volunteers 

NHS has also just announced a new 
£1,000 award to recognise volunteers 
in historic vessel conservation. The 
award, funded by the Vlarsh 
Christian Trust, a grant-making 
body founded in 1981, will be 
presented for the first time later this 
year to a volunteer or group of 
volunteers. Entries will be judged by 
an expert panel. The closing date for 
nominations is 31 July, and they 
should be made online at www. 
nationalhistoricships.org.uk. 




SUFFOLK YACHT HARBOUR 

Griff celebrates 
marina's 50 years 

The grand opening of Suffolk Yacht 
Harbour's new Harbour Centre building 
on 23 April - by yachtsman and 
comedian Griff Rhys Jones, who keeps 
his classic yachts Undina 
and Argyll at the marina 
- celebrated 50 years of 
progress since local 
yachtsman Mike Spear 
first had the idea to 
build a marina there, 
reports Peter Poland. 

Suffolk Yacht Harbour, also known 
by sailors as Levington Marina, is on 
the banks of Suffolk's River Orwell. 
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NEWS 



WORLD OF BOATS AT BEALE PARK 



Permanent display for ISGA boats 



A new permanent display centre for 
the former ISCA collection of historic 
boats is to open at Beale Bark in time 
for this year's annual Boat Show. 

ISCA - the International Sailing 
Craft Association - was rescued by 
maritime philanthropist Andrew 
Thornhill QC over a decade ago 
when its main display at Exeter 
Maritime Museum had to close. It 
owns nearly 400 boats and since then 
the collection has been largely in 
storage at Eyemouth, Scotland, and 
Lowestoft, Suffolk. 

Now the Scottish-registered 
charity, EISCA ('E' is for Eyemouth), 
has rebranded itself as World of Boats, 
initially mounting a small exhibition 
on the Eyemouth waterfront. 

Its intention however is to open a 
trio of displays located around the 
south of England, of which Beale 
Park is the first. The centre will 
occupy the former Tithe Barn at 
Beale, and will complement the 



existing Wildlife Park there. Initially 
it will have space for around 30 
boats. Stephen Walters, spokesman 
for EISCA, told CB: "The aim is to 
have rotating exhibitions - we're 
planning to have racing dinghies and 
river boats in place for the show 
weekend." Beale Park Boat Show is 
10-12 June; preview, p40. Peter Willis 



Historic Thames 
racing punt, one 
of the World of 
Boats exhibits 





Built for the hide trade 

Eye of the Wind was built in iron by 
Conrad Luhring at the Brake 
Unterweser yard in western Germany 
as a 103ft (31.4m)topsail schooner for 
the South American hide trade. 

From 1923 on, she was Swedish- 
owned and traded general cargo in the 
Baltic and North Sea, drifting for 
herring off the coast of Iceland in 
summer. An engine was fitted in 1926 
and gradually her lofty rig came 
toppling down, first losing its 
topmasts, then reduced to ketch. By 
the 1950s she was a motor sailer, and 
by 1969 had a fire-damaged hull after 
an engine room fire. In 1973 she was 
rescued by enthusiasts and completely 
restored in Faverhsam, Kent, re-rigged 
as a brigantine. She celebrated by 
sailing around the world. She was sold 
to Denmark in 2001 and underwent 
another big refit. She's been voyaging 
the world ever since (see CB255). 




NORFOLK BROADS 

New wherry base 

A new, permanent home for three Broads 
wherries was opened on 19 April at Barton 
House in Wroxham. The Wherry Base, 
owned by the Wherry Yacht Charter 
Charitable Trust, will be home to three 
of the remaining pleasure wherries, 
Hathor, Norada and Olive. 

The building, part of a £1.5 million 
project, a third funded by the Heritage 
Lottery Fund, provides a base for 
undercover, year-round restoration and 
maintenance, and includes a workshop, 
office, storage and archive room. The 
site also includes a new slipway. The 
money includes budgets to restore these 
three wherries to sailing condition. 
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TELL 



SWALLOW AND AMAZONS 



Swallow sails again on Coniston 




Swallow, the dinghy from the 1 974 
Swallows and Amazons film, 
returned to Coniston Water on 
Sunday 10 April, just under a year 
after being bought at auction by a 
group of Arthur Ransome fans. 

The launch ceremony was 
performed by Sophie Neville, who 
played Titty in the film, introduced 
by Rob Boden, who helped launch 
the initial fundraising appeal. Around 
90 supporters turned up for the 
event. Once Swallow was safely in 
the water, Rob Boden estimates that 
at least 50 of the visitors managed to 
get a sail in her. 

Since her purchase in the Turks 
auction last year. Swallow has been 
extensively refurbished by Patterson 



Boatworks of Hawkshead — her 
gleaming varnish (donated by 
International) was testimony to their 
skills, and she has a new tan lugsail 
supplied by Goacher Sails of 
Bowness-on- Windermere. 

Future plans for Swallow involve 
transporting her to various locations 
and events around the country so 
that she can be seen and used by her 
many friends. They include the 
Arthur Ransome Society's AGM 
weekend at Hay-on-Wye, late May, 
the OGA's Swallows and Amazons 
small boat rally on the Walton 
Backwaters, 4-5 June, and the Nancy 
Blackett Trust's AGM on the River 
Orwell, 16 July. More details on 
www.sailransome.org 



WORLD WAR II 

Memorial to 

'Cockleshell 

Heroes' 

A memorial has been unveiled in 
Medoc, France to the 'Cockleshell 
Heroes', the ten-man canoe team 
who paddled almost 100 miles into 
occupied France during the Second 
World War to blow up enemy ships. 

Winston Churchill reportedly said 
that their action could have 
shortened the War by six months. Of 
the ten men who set off, two died of 
hypothermia, six were captured and 
executed and only two returned alive. 
One of those two survivors was the 
then Major Herbert 'Blondie' Hasler. 





OWNERS GO INTO ADMINISTRATION 



Bembridge Harbour in balance 



'Blondie' Hasler , 



The company that owns Bembridge 
Harbour has gone into administration, 
leaving the future of one of yachting's 
most loved backwaters in the balance. 

This follows a winding-up petition 
served on Bembridge Harbour 
Improvements Company Ltd (BHIC) 
by HM Revenue and Customs. 

This natural harbour situated in 
yachting's southern heartland at the 
eastern end of the Isle of Wight is 
unusual in being privately owned and 
operated; it has been on the market 
for over a year, at £3 million, but no 
buyer has so far emerged. 

Fringed by sand dunes and salt 
marsh, it is home to several classic 
one-design fleets, a burgeoning 
community of houseboats and small 
marinas, but in recent years relations 



between harbour users and owners 
had soured, with complaints over 
inadequate dredging; deteriorating 
pontoons and walls; navigation 
marks, and sewage disposal. 

In 2007 a charity, The Bembridge 
Harbour Trust, was set up with the 
intention of buying the harbour and 
managing it in sympathy with its 
natural beauty, recreational use, 
residents and local businesses, but the 
several bids it made last year were 
rejected. The trust has estimated that 
making good the alleged neglect 
would alone cost around £750,000. 

In the meantime the harbour is 
being run by the administrators, 
accounting firm RSM Tenon, which 
is intending to sell the assets to pay 
creditors. Robin Gates 



Balcotan 
glue under 
threat 

For more than 20 
years, British glue 
importers Melco 
Bonding Supplies 
have been 
distributing the 
popular Balcotan 
series of one-pack 
polyurethane 
glues. Lately, 
supplies from the 
manufacturer 
have dwindled. 
As an alternative, 
Melco is offering 
Semparoc, from 
manufacturers 
Collano, but 
"It would not 
be accurate to 
suggest that 
it's a direct 
replacement," 
said John Meletiou 
of Melco, "But 
it will perform 
the same tasks." 



WORD OF 
THE MONTH 
Mooney 

Not quite 
intoxicated but 
unfit for duty. 



CLASSIC BOAT JUNE 201 1 



Overseas news 





OCEAN RACING 



Classic yachts take on the Atlantic in 



NEW AZAB FOR CLASSICS 
It's not just Gordon Buchanan (see 
p56) who is taking on the Atlantic in 
a classic yacht this summer. A new 
'Azores and back' race starting this 
year called the Oberthur Atlantic 
Trophee, is just for classic yachts and 
has already attracted 17 entries. 

The fleet will leave Douarnenez in 
Brittany this 14 July bound for Horta 
in the Azores, with a seven-day 
programme of parties, prize-giving 
and whale-watching starting on 30 
July, before the fleet blows town on 6 
August to return to Douarnenez. 

The largest yacht in the fleet, the 
Sparkman and Stephens yawl 
Amazone, is 22.3m (73ft 2in) on 
deck and the smallest, Cariacou, a 
Kim Holman sloop, measures just 
1 0m (33ft). The race is being held 
under the auspices of the 'new' 
Atlantic Yacht Club, formed in 2009 




expressly to administer it. The plan is Top: Etoile Polaire 

now to run the event biennially. With (/eft) in the 2005 

registrations closing just seven days Transat; above: 

before the fleet is due to leave, there Nordwind \n the 

is still some time to enter. Visit www. same race 
atlantic-trophee.com or call +33 (0)2 
9892 9722 for more information. 



NEWPORT-LIZARD 
Late this June, in a separate event, 
four classic yachts will be among the 
fleet of 32 gathered in Newport, 
Rhode Island, to tackle the storms 
and, possibly, icebergs of the North 
Atlantic as they race the 2,950nM 
back to the Lizard in south Cornwall 
in this year's Transatlantic Race, 
organised by Royal Yacht Squadron, 
the Royal Ocean Racing Club, the 
New York Yacht Club and the Storm 
Trysail Club. 

It's not a strictly-classics event but 
four classic yachts - the 94ft (28.7m) 
Fife gaff yawl Sumurun; Hound, a 
60ft (18m) Abeking and Rasmussen 
classic and the 84ft (26m) bermudan 
yawl Nordwind - are taking part. 

The race is something of a special 
event, not having been held since 
2005, when CB's Chris Museler sent 
a blog from on board Nordwind. 
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Amorita returns 



two races 



Cock of the fleet must surely be the 
ultra-modern square-rig superyacht, 
the 289ft (87.6m) Maltese Falcon. 

"What I find so incredible with 
open -ocean racing is that it's one of 
the very few things you can do these 
days that are the same as what 
people did 400 years ago," said 
Sumurun's owner Robert Towbin. 
"You have such a sense of history 
when you're out there and for a 
couple weeks you get to feel, in 
effect, the same way Columbus felt." 

Towbin has sailed Sumurun in two 
previous transatlantic races, winning 
the classic division in 2005. A 
staggered departure over three days 
(26 June, 29 June and 3 July) should 
ensure a close finish. The larger boats 
hope to finish the race in 8 to 12 
days, while the smaller boats may 
take up to 18 to 22 days or, of 
course, longer, to finish. 



It will be a solemn and exuberant day 
when the Herreshoff New York 30 
Amorita rounds Beavertail Light in 
July's Tiedemaini Classic, writes 
Chris Museler. Four years ago, the 
elegant gaffer was run through by the 
94-foot Fife ketch Sumurun and sank 
in Rhode Island Sound in 20 seconds. 

Since then, owners Jed Pearsall and 
Bill Doyle have endured a bitter court 
battle with Sumurun's owner which 
ended with a settlement in 2010, 
followed by a heroic restoration that 
reconnected Amorita's bow with her 
stem. "We accepted the settlement not 
because it was the full ticket," said 
Doyle, "but we had to stop fighting." 

Andy Giblin, at McClave, Philbrick 
&C Giblin, oversaw the restoration in 
Connecticut which included replanking 
much of the hull, a new deck and 

ITALY 

Mylne yacht is 
star of anew film 

Mariella, the 79ft (24.1m) 1936 Alfred 
Mylne-designed Bermudan yawl, is the 
star of a new film finished late last year. 

Nauta, an 84-minute feature film, 
written and directed by Italian director 
Guido Pappada, tells the story of a 
40-something anthropologist who sails 
to the island of La Galite off West Africa 
to investigate a mysterious natural 
phenomenon. 

It is the journey of the professor and 
his crew to get there, aboard Mariella, 
that ends up defining them more than 
any discovery, as they move from mutual 
distrust to friendship. The film, shot 
almost entirely on board using industry- 
leading Red cameras, presented great 



restored cabin house and interior. As 
we went to press, the boat was being 
readied for her interior and painting. 

A grand party is planned for the 
boat's re-launch on 4 July in Newport. 
But even better, Doyle and Pearsall 
have hired Pierre Marcel, the 
award-winning director who created 
the film Tabarly, to make the film of 
Amorita's fall and rise. 

"We saw Pierre's poetic treatment 
of Tabarly" said Doyle. "Other 
documentaries are so mechanical. 
Amorita has never been that way." 
Marcel has spent the winter and spring 
filming the restoration. He has pored 
over miles of film including never- 
before-seen footage of her salvage. 

"It will be tough for us to be on the 
boat and race again," said Doyle. We'll 
exhale when the boat's in the water." 



Above: Damage 
to Amorita after 
being T-boned by 
Sumurun in 2007 

FRANCE 

New blog 
from Vivier 

Leading small- 
boat designer 
Francois Vivier has 
launched a new 
blogathttp:// 
blog.vivier.info. 
Fittingly, it's titled 
'Boats to make 
the sea more 
beautiful'. As well 
as details of his 
own boats, there 
are other stories 
- like that of the 
restoration of the 
French tuna boat 
Biche. 




technical challenges, Pappada told CB. 
Pappada has worked in TV and special 
effects all his life and Nauta is his 
directorial debut. The film has already 
picked up a number of awards around 
the world and will show at Cannes Film 
Festival this summer. British screenings 
have yet to be confirmed. See a trailer 
on our website, www.classicboat.co.uk. 



Above: The Mylne 
ketch Mariella is 
the star of new 
film Nauta 
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Event news 



NEW ZEALAND 



Prize cleans up the 
prizes in Auckland 



The NZ season is over and our 
correspondent Chad Thompson went 
to the four major regattas - Logan 
Harbour, Classic Challege Series, the 
Southern Yacht Trust and the Passage 
Race Series - and won them all in his 
class, Division A. 

The A Division, made up of 
yachts over 38ft (1 1.6m) LOD built 
before 1950, was dominated by the 
steady performance of the yacht 



Prize, writes Chad, "a 42ft 6in 
(13m)1923 Chas Bailey design 
converted to bermudan cutter rig in 
1949. The racing was extremely 
competitive in all of the four series of 
races between Prize, Rainbow 
(50ft/15m 1898 Ach Logan gaffer), 
Thebna (60ft/18.3m, 1897 Arch 
Logan gaff cutter) and Little Jim 
(42ft 6in/13m, 1934 Arch Logan 
bermudan sloop) in a fleet of 10 to 




Six-month-old Theo 
Kenyon, the fifth 
generation of the 
Thompson family to 
helm Prize. Chad is 
on the left. 



15. It was also great to have a growing 
number of K-Class in the fleet. These 
beautiful 40ft (12m) yachts were the 
first attempt after the war at a 
one-design class. The fleet grew to 12 
in the 1960s and now we have three 
or four racing regularly. 

Prize has been in the family since 
World War II. This season saw the 
fifth generation of Thompsons sailing 
aboard her, with Theo Kenyon, six 
months old, taking the helm. 



Coming up... 



3-5 JUNE 

Looe Lugger Regatta 

Looe, Cornwall 

Tel: +44 (0)1503 265 380. 

www.cornishluggers.co.uk 

The lug-sailed workboats only do this 

every other year - and this has become 

one of the great British workboat 

regattas with big attendances making a 

spectacle on the water. 





25-26 JUNE Bosham Classic Boat Revival NEW 

Bosham SC. Chichester Harbour, Tel: +44 (0) 1243 572341 
www.boshamsailingclub.com 

A brand-new open event for classic dayboats and dinghies (max 
20ft/6m) growing out of the club's longstanding involvement 
with classic dayboats. and now extended to dinghies too. Two 
days of racing, and a Concours d*Elegance (to be judged by our 
own deputy editor Peter Willis!) with barbecue and live music, 
and some accommodation on offer for visiting crews. 




3-5 JUNE Yarmouth Old Gaffers Festival 
(YOGAFF) 

loW, Pat Dawson, Tel: +44 (1983 760 655 
www.yarmoutholdgaffersfestival.co.uk 
Flagship event of the OGA calendar with 
around 120 boats in attendance 

25 JUNE -2 JULY 

Classic Channel Regatta 

Dartmouth-Paimpol-St Peter Port 
This year's Classic Channel Regatta is 
going to be the best yet, reckons 
organiser Bruce Thorogood. And the 
1903-built, 57ft lin (17.4m) Mylne cutter 
Kelpie has entered. She's still at the 
Fairlie Yard as we go to press, for the last 
instalment of an intermittent programme 
of work carried out on the boat for 
enthusiastic British owner Pelham Olive 
over the last couple of years. 

The on-and-off nature of the work 
done up until now, allowed Kelpie a 
season racing in the Med last year. With 



her watersail carried under the boom, 
she cleaned the silverware cupboard out! 

Kelpie is one of around 60 classic 
yachts planning to race in this year's 
biennial Classic Channel Regatta, which, 
thanks to sponsorship, is dropping its 
price this year to £175 per boat for the 
whole event. 

For boats not able to do the whole 
regatta, the fees for the separate parts 
are: Dartmouth weekend £52; Channel 
Race £52; Round Brehat Race £22: 
Paimpol -Guernsey Passage Race £27, and 
Round Sark Race £22. 

For more information, visit www. 
classic-channel-regatta.eu 

14 JULY - LATE AUGUST NEW 

Oberthur Atlantic Trophee 

A new 'Azores and back' race for classic 
yachts leaving from Douamenez in 
Brittany. See news story, page 20 for 
more details. 
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Next month 




Setting a spinnaker 

Circumnavigator Niki 
Perryman describes the 
process - which should 
apply to cruisers as much 
as racing folk 



f I 



Captain Oates' 
Saunterer 

A fabulous restoration 
for a yacht now 
representing the 
servicemen's charity 
Help for Heroes 




The 50th Pin Mill Barge Match 

Celebrates the restoration of the Thames Sailing 
Barge fleet in its East Coast setting 

PLUS 

Two classic weeks at Cowes this July; our design , 
competition returns, more from Chuck Paine 



*** *> juhc 
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For unsurpassed taste 

PUSSER'S 

THE NO. 1 NAVY RUM 
THE ORIGINAL SINCE 1655 

Forbes writes, "Passer's is still made in the same way it 
was al the lime of Trafalgar - in wooden pot-stills as 
opposed to modern industrial column-stills. This results 
in the most Jull-Jlavored rum available anywhere". 



Gold Medals: London 2001. San Francisco 2003 & 
2005, International Rum Festival 2008, 
Rum Masters, London 2009 




54.5% Xavy lOUC Sin 



42". PliSSI ICS Si.ii.JjhI 



Like no other rum, PUSSER'S taste is said to have the 
character of a single mall whiskey or a fine brandy. 
This comes from its rich content of wooden pot stilled 
rum thai imparts a taste that is uniquely rich and 
flavourful. And it's natural. No flavouring agents are 
used. This PUSSER'S laste punches pleasingly 
through whatever mix you may use. BLTit's also great 
for sipping! Try il neat, or "take the test and taste the 
difference ' I Mix it with your favourite cola and 
compare it to any other rum and cola and discover the 
mellow, pleasing character of PUSSER'S. 

Liquid History is another name for PUSSER'S RUM. 
PUSSER'S. the father of navy rum and the original 
'grog', was issued to the sailors of Great Britain's 
Royal Navv for over 300 years from about 1 655 to July 
31st, 1970. 

For those who enjoy tradition, some sea time (when 
they can get it) and a good drink afterwards, what 
could be more traditional and taste better than 
PUSSER'S - the most traditional of all sea drinks. 

For more on PUSSER'S and HOW TO FIND IT visit 
www.pussers.com 
or contact Cellar Trends. Tel: 01283 217703 
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HEMPEL 

Keep Sailing 



KEEP SAILI 
NOT PAI 




TIGER XTRA 



Self polishing, erodible antifouling. Suitable for all power 
and sailing boats and just 1 coat can last the season. 

Use antifouling products safely. Always read the label and product information before use. 



V HEMPEL 



TIGER KIR» 



www.hempel.co.uk 



Saleroom 



CHARLES MILLER AUCTION 



Napoleonic ship model sold at £28,000 



BY DAVE SELBY 

As prized mantelpiece trophies of 
victor)', Napoleonic prisoner-of-war 
ship models not only enhanced the 
drawing rooms of the English 
well-to-do and high-ranking naval 
officers; they also amounted to a 
sophisticated cottage industry that 
enriched the highly skilled captive 
craftsmen who made them and eased 
the privations of prison. 

Captors benefitted too, as they 
accepted bribes and payments for 
procuring materials from outside. In 
one recorded case a French prisoner 
returned to France in 1815 with a 
fortune in excess of 400 guineas, 
around £.50,000 in todays money. 

It's also emerged that these master 
craftsmen subcontracted the 
manufacture of components such as 
blocks, cannon and even figureheads 
to fellow specialist prisoner artisans 
who ran their own workshops. 

For collectors, such tantalising 
details, revealing clues to a particular 
hand whose name will never be 
known, are all part of the appeal. 
And for aficionados it's the later era 
models that are generally most prized 
as the craft grew in refinement and 
sophistication. 

The top-selling lot at Charles 
Miller Ltd's most recent marine sale 
was just such an example, a fine early 
19th-century bone and baleen model 
of the 74-gun frigate HMS Mars, 
which in 1798 pounded the bigger 

FRENCH AUCTION 




French Heraile to submission in a 
savage two-hour broadside battle 
with the ships locked together in a 
bloody embrace; the encounter left 
both ships severely damaged, their 
sides singed to cinder black. Mars 
went on to fight at Trafalgar. 

The finely proportioned 22-inch 
(56cm) model, exhibiting some signs 
of older restoration, sold to a 
European collector for £28,200. 
Truly exceptional prisoner-of-war 
models in outstanding original 
condition can command over 
£40,000, while in 2007 a large mode 
of exceptional provenance made 
£180,500 at auction. 



Above: HMS Mars in COMING UP . . . 
bone and baleen 



£20,400 Mercury ski boat 



The combined classic car and classic boat 
sales staged by innovative French auction 
house Osenat are gathering momentum. 
The top seller among 18 varied water craft 
at the company's March sale was this 
smart-looking 1959 Mercury ski boat; the 
V8-engined 20-footer sold for £20,400. 
The company's next auction at 
Fontainebleau, 70kms south-east of Paris, 
is on 19 June (www.osenat.com). 




Mystery maiden 

A mystery figurehead found in an 
attic and personal possessions of 
seaman-writer Joseph Conrad are 
among the treasures coming up on 
25 May at Bonhams' New York 
auction of 150 lots from the 
Seaman's Church Institute. 

The enigmatic maiden figure- 
head, valued at £10,000- 
13,000, has defied any 
attempts at identification. 

The sale includes paintings 
by important maritime artists 
and even an 1 1ft (3.4m) 
inner-harbour pilot boat 
estimate: £6,500-8,500). 
Proceeds go to the 
Seaman's Church 
Institute, founded 1834 
and still the largest 
mariners' aid agency in 
the USA. 

On the same day, 
Bonhams New York 
also hosts its annual 
auction of liner 
memorabilia 
(www.bonhams. 
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Objects of desire 




Giant binoculars 



During World War II the Japanese pioneered the 
development of a new kind of giant binoculars with 
superior magnification and light-gathering capabilites. 
They were affixed to naval vessels and became so highly 
prized there were stories of US ratings storming sinking 
Japanese battleships to unbolt them from their mountings. 
According to one GI's account from Saipan in 1944, 
"Japanese binoculars were much better than ours... and 
they sat on a big tripod. You could see a man's cartridge 
belt from seven miles away with those things." Shown 
is a rare pair of WWII-era Nikko (Nikon) 25 x 150mm 
binoculars with original glass in pristine condition. 
Length: 31 in (80cm). Lens diameter: 6in (15cm). This is a 
highly unusual and rare dual-magnification turret model 
with outstanding optical performance. These binoculars 
are among the very finest and largest sets of Imperial 
Japanese Navy Battleship binoculars with unblemished, 
original lenses to survive the war; US$60,000. 

www.nicholasbrawer.com 
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Submersible 
Panerai 



You don't have to win a classic 
yacht race to own a Panerai 
watch. New from the regatta 
event sponsor is this new 
automatic Bronzo, based on 
the model made for Egyptian 
Navy commandos in 1 950. The 
three-day automatic is made of 
bronze, is 47mm in diameter and 
water resistant to 300 metres. 
Limited to 500 pieces at £6,500. 



www.panerai.com 




Morse lever 



Continuing our theme of steel and 
bronze this month we present the 
Kobelt Morse control for sailing boats. 
The brass and bronze control, for 
combined gear change and throttle, 
is made in Canada and most often 
chromed for a tarnish-free finish. But if 
you love the nobility of bronze it also 
looks good as it ages to a deep metallic 
green; specif)' 2042-L for that. Listed at 
£400 but sometimes found for less, the 
control, sans cables, can be acquired 
through Hindle Controls in the UK. 

www.controlsanclcables.com 
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UNDERFALL BOATYARD 

BRISTOL 



The Underfall Yard, situated at the western end of the 
floating harbour in Bristol, offers the following services: 

• New builds and 
repairs in wood, 
steel and advanced 
composites. 

• Rigging services of 
any size. 

• Slipway up to 1 40 
Tonnes. 

• Moorings and 
hard standing. 

• Marine 
engineering and 
electrical services. 



Tel: 07967-386004 

Email: info@underfalIboatyard.co.uk 
Web: www.underfallboardyard.co.uk 



Underfall Boat Yard, Cumberland Road, Bristol BSI 6XG 






TERN 

BOATWORKS 

ail 

New construction traditional and composite boat building 
Restoration of traditional wooden boats 
Spar Building and Rigging 
Design and installation of Electrical systems 

Mechanical and drive train installation 
Custom interior design and construction 
Hauling and Storage services 
242 Demont Road, Chester Basin Nova Scotia, Canada BOJ 1K0 
T: 1-902-279-0078 • F: 1-902-275-1376 

www.ternboatworks.com 

lnfo@temboatworks.com 

Design, pattern making and proof casting services 
Casting of non ferrous alloys (bronze, bass, aluminum) 
Machining and fabrication 
Bronze reproduction and original marine hardware 

www.gilbertandthompson.com 

info@gilbertandthompson.com 





The classic yard, 

Over the last ten years, Suffolk Yacht Harbour has emerged as 
the centre of excellence for all aspects of classic yachting. 
We have the best shipwrights and joiners on the east coast - many of 
them real 'classics' in their own right - with reputations for their work 
that bring owners to Levington from far and wide. 

They are backed up by on-site sailmakers and riggers who are 
specialists in all aspects of traditional skills and materials. 

This is the birthplace of the SYH Classic Regatta, now celebrating 
its tenth anniversary, where over 60 of the UK's finest thoroughbreds 
meet in June each year tor two days of epic yacht racing and socialising. 

If you're a classic yacht owner needing meticulous craftsmanship 
or just some really sound advice, please call or email us soon. 

Suffolk Yacht Harbour Levington Ipswich Suffolk IP10 0LN 
Tel: 01473 659465 Fax: 01473 659632 info@syharbour.co.uk wwwiyharbour.co.uk 
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INTERNATIONAL ONE DESIGN 



AT LAST! a new 
wood-built IOD 



As the International One Design class celebrates its 
75th anniversary, the first wooden hull to be built 
in about 50 years, and the first not by Bjarne Aas, 
is launched in Nova Scotia. Craig Milner reports 



w 



hy would anyone want to build 
a wooden sailboat in this day 
and age? For Steve Bush and 
Peggie Findlay, it was simply 
the only way to get the boat 
they really wanted. 
The couple, both radiation oncologists working in the 
southwest United States, had discovered Nova Scotia as 
a holiday retreat long ago - they honeymooned there 
- and more recently bought a holiday home in the town 
of Chester on its South Shore. They started to get 
involved in the sailing scene there, initially buying a 24ft 
(7.3m) William Rouc-dcsigncd Bluenosc sloop, which 
they raced while still learning to sail. 

"We were taking a course on basic racing and some 
basic sailing, too," explains Peggie. "And it was all 
Bluenoses in the course, except for one boat, which was 
an International One Design. And Steve said, 'Look at 
that. That's really a beautiful boat.'" 

The International One Design (IOD) boats, also 
known as the International Class (IC), designed by the 
Norwegian builder Bjarne Aas, are celebrating their 75th 
anniversary this year. Not only arc they very attractive, 
they are also very good sailing boats. 

"It was the eye appeal that first caught my attention," 
Steve says. "The fact that there was a growing fleer in 
Chester was another attraction." Peggie and Steve began 
to look around for an IOD to buy - they quickly 
connected with Rick Thompson 
who had established the local 
IOD fleet in Chester. 

"Because we started out 
primarily as Bluenosc sailors, wc 
were accustomed to plenty of 
water passing over the bow. The 
IOD for us is a step up in terms 
of being dry and comfortable, 
but it's not like driving around in 




a limousine. It's still got a very close-to-the-water kind of 
feel. It's just tremendously pleasurable," says Steve. In 
addition, there was the class camaraderie. 

"What we experience in Chester is that there are 
people that arc really into it when they're racing, but 
when the race is over with, everybody goes and sits on 
the deck and watches the other races and has a beer and 
visits and debriefs and then goes over to the tavern and 
has some fish and chips," adds Steve. 

They came across a couple of older boats in pretty 
rough shape, as Steve recalls, and some in glassfibre, 
from which all recent (in the last 50 years or so) IODs 
had been made. "But glass boats were really not so much 
what we were interested in. The then-growing IOD fleet 
in Chester was all wooden boats." 

RESTORE OR NEW-BUILD? 

It came down to a question of finding an older hull to 
rebuild or seeking permission from the class to build one 
from scratch, and that was what they elected to do. 

"We got in touch with Bruce Thompson and the guys 
at Tern because they had done quite a lot of work on 
other boats including a beautiful rehabilitation of a 
Herreshoff P boat, Seneca, which sails out of Chester. 

"That persuaded us that they had the skills to do the 
work. We started talking with them and we worked out 
a schedule and a price and Bruce was able to get 
permission from the IOD class to undertake the project. 

It was the first new wooden 
International Class boat built 
under their auspices since 1961." 

Tern Boatworks is a small 
company that "aims to keep the 
tradition of Nova Scotia 
boatbuilding alive." Its founder, 
Bruce Thompson, says, "I grew up 
with boat plans always in the 
house. The family had a boat, so I 
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NEW WOODEN IOD 



'A good way to get your head around the boat" 



grew up on the water, and my dad always dreamed of 
building a boat, but kind of never got around to it." 
When Bruce graduated from high school there wasn't an 
option to go to school to learn the craft locally. He went 
to England to explore the idea of attending the 
International Boatbuilding Training College at Lowestoft 
but eventually went to work at Covey Island Boatworks, 
and stayed for about five years. 

He started Tern in 2005, initially as a one-man band. 
After about six months, he hired Lucas Gilbert. "He was 
trained as a machinist and has brought an important 
level of skills to the business," Bruce says. The business 
was still relatively new when the reconstruction of the 
Herreshoff P-class sloop Seneca came along. The boat 
had been out of the water in Halifax for many years and 
was not in sailing condition. "The biggest challenge was 
they came to us in October and asked if we could rebuild 
it that winter and launch it for its centennial year. It was 
a big project. It was challenging for sure, and I think 
that's the project that kind of put us on the radar. 

"The next winter we had her back in the shop and we 
were working on a Bluenose sloop. Then we got the 
contract for Enigma. The owners came in our shop and 
said they wanted an IOD. They basically left a deposit 
and we started." The principal builders on Enigma were 
Bruce, Lucas Gilbert, and Neil Joyce, trained at The 
Apprenticeshop in Rockport, Maine. "I may be the 
spokesperson for the business," Bruce says, "but these 
guys are also the business. They make it happen. Their 
skills are what produce the end result." 

LOFTED FULL-SIZE 

To get die official design specifications, Tern contacted 
the International One Design World Class Association 
to say they had a client who wanted one built. "We 
had to send them a resume of our work, and then they 
approved and sent us the drawings on a disc. We lofted 
the boat full-size and basically went on from there." The 
decision to loft Enigma was partly to make sure the lines 
were fair, but also to have the patterns should they have 
the opportunity to build other wooden IODs later on. "It 
was a good way to get your head around the boat before 
really starting it," says Bruce. 



The backbone and framing for Enigma arc white oak, 
and the planking is quarter-sawn Douglas fir in keeping 
with the original specifications. One question that did 
come up was how to handle scams, because Peggie and 
Steve wanted to have a very smooth finish. "These boats 
originally were tight-seamed and glued, and we decided 
to wedgc-scam it," Bruce says. "We planked it 
conventionally, and then we glued in cedar wedges with 
epoxy. The way the boat is built is wherever there's a 
station mould, frames are bigger, and then between those 
bays there's two more smaller frames. So the bigger 
frames are all kerfed and riveted, and the smaller frames 
are fastened with bronze screws." In the end, the finish 
was so good that a lot of people thought it had to be a 
glassfibre hull and couldn't believe it was wood. 

FOUNDRY FOUNDED 

One of the finest features of the boat is its hardware, but 
the original hardware is no longer made. What to do 
about that, then? 

"We built a foundry and cast all the hardware, except 
for the Harken winches," says Lucas, who with Bruce is 
now a partner in Gilbert and Thompson Manufacturing. 
"We got the drawings and made up all the patterns. We 
built a little furnace, and now we've got a foundry." 

Since then, the foundry business, now with a modern 
high efficiency furnace, has been providing pattern 
making, casting and machining for boatbuildcrs and 
other customers throughout North America. The biggest 
job to date has been deck hardware for Farfarer, a 58 ft 
(17.7m) 'fusion' schooner designed by Nigel Ircns and 
built by Covey Island Boatworks. 

Enigma was launched on 26 August, 2009, with the 
entire building process taking about ten months - "a 
pretty easy commission," says Bruce. It was quite an 
event for the town, as Steve Bush relates. "We had a 
party with some of the people in the yachting community 
and then all of their friends came over, and then a lot of 
people just from the community. The local grocer even 
closed his shop and came over for the launching." 

In order to race competitively, the IOD World Class 
Association required that the boat be built in strict 
conformance with the original 1 936 design and 



Right and far 
right: Interior of 
Enigma shows 
the level of 
craftsmanship, 
finish and 
attention to detail 



ENIGMA 

LENGTH OVERALL 

33ft (10m) 

LENGTH WATERLINE 

21ft 5in (6.5m) 

BEAM 

6ft 9in (2.1m) 

DRAUGHT 

5ft 4in (1.6m) 

DISPLACEMENT 

7,1201b 

SAIL AREA 

426sqft 
(39.6m 2 ) 





Left and far left: 
A traditional 
cleat and lozenge 
shaped port 
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Left: Boatbuiders 
Bruce Thompson 
(left) and Lucas 
Gilbert 

Below: The hull 
in frame and 
partially-planked 




specifications - this was the first time a wooden boat had 
been built in class by someone other than Bjarne Aas in 
Norway. Tern followed these to the letter but also in 
keeping with the spirit of the class. "It's easy to put your 
own personality into things sometimes," Bruce says, 
"but we tried to keep it as close to the drawings as 
possible. The only thing I would say would be an 
advancement is that the deck is covered in 6-ounce boat 
cloth. Besides that it's pretty much the same." 

The measurements and certification were conducted 
on site over two days by Charlie Van Voorhis, technical 
chair for the class association and a world champion 
IOD sailor, and Kevin Farrar, their official measurer, who 
also is an official measurer for Olympic class boats. 

'WITHIN TWO MILLIMETRES' 

"We brought a whole set of Mylar templates of the 
various stations taken off of the table of offsets," says 
Charlie, "and set up jigs every 200mm, which is what 
the stations are in the IOD. They did a fantastic job 
putting her together. There were a couple of sections 
where his finished boat was within two millimetres of 
every single radial point that we measured. It was pretty 
impressive. The boat was very well made." 

In 2010, Enigma was in the water by June. Steve and 
Peggie campaigned her throughout the summer season in 
the Chester IOD fleet and took part in the annual classic 
yacht regatta held in Chester in August. This year, she 
may also sail in the 75th anniversary events. © 

Tern Boatworks, Chester, Nova Scotia BOJ 1K0, Canada 
Tel: +1 902 279 0078 www.ternboatworks.com 

IOD World Championshp and 75th Anniversary Celebrations 
11-18 June 2011, Marblehead, Mass, USA 
New England Challenge, 2-5 June, Marblehead 
www.iodworlds.com 



The all-wood Chester fleet 

The Chester, Nova Scotia, fleet - the world's newest IOD fleet and all 
wooden boats, officially sanctioned in 2009 - owes its existence largely 
to the efforts of its captain, Rick Thompson. 

A native of Bermuda, Rick had been sailing lODs there for more than 
35 years before he and his wife Michelle Pasquin discovered Nova Scotia 
and bought a house in Chester. As he was thinking about getting a boat 
for Chester, Rick saw an advertisement in Classic Boat for IOD Mighty 
Mo, then in Scotland. "I had actually sailed Mighty Mo in the mid 80s in 
Edinburgh," Rick recalls. "The light went on and I knew that was the 
boat for me in Chester. It would fit in like a glove!" 

Rick brought Mighty Mo to Chester in the spring of 2005, and raced 
her in handicap events at the yacht club. "Everyone 
in Chester loved the boat." And from there the class 
has grown as other owners have joined the fleet. All 
the boats were built in Norway, with the exception 
of a boat called ibis, built in Maine in the mid 80s 
independently of the class association. 

"A lot of classes come and go," Rick comments. 
"But the IOD has been around a long time, and I 
liked the people that were involved with it, 
particularly Jordy Walker, who was heading it up to revive it. 

"The Chester Yacht Club, the town, and the area have really 
embraced the classic International One Design," Rick says. In June of 
2009, a team from Chester went to Sweden to sail in the IOD World 
Championships and came in seventh, "which wasn't bad," says Rick. 
"And then we did the North Americans in Northeast Harbor, Maine. We 
won. It put Chester on the map." 

By this season, the fleet will include ten boats including Aileen (built 
for Cornelius Shields, who got the class started in the 1930s)."The 
building of Enigma has pushed the fleet to another level of quality. 
Hopefully more will be built now," Rick says. 

His own boat, Mighty Mo, now proudly displaying the sail number 
CAN 1, will be coming to Marblehead for the 2011 World Championships 
and 75th Anniversary Celebration. 
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UFFA FOX 22 SQUARE METRE 

Vigilant returns 
to Sweden 



Last month, we published extracts from Uffa 

Fox's own account of sailing Vigilant to a 
Swedish regatta; now Barbara Simi-Bridgman 
recounts the same boat's restoration and return 
for the 2010 Tullgarn Royal Palace Regatta 



In the middle of April last year I received an 
invitation to the Tullgarn Royal Palace Regatta in 
Trosa, Sweden, dates 6-8 August 2010. A 
handwritten note invited Vigilant to sail to Trosa 
and could we please be there by 3 August to take 
part in the 22 Square Metre championships? 
I must say that I was a bit confused. Not only was I 
seven months pregnant at the time, but Vigilant was here 
at Mashfords yard, missing the keel and with all the 
bottom planks and the floors off! She was undergoing a 
thorough restoration instigated by Andrew Thornhill 
QC, chairman of F.ISCA (Eyemouth International Sailing 
Craft Association) and a great Uffa Fox endiusiast. 

It had taken some years for the charity 
to address such extensive work. F.ISCA 
acquired Vigilant in 2001 and my first 
impressions were of a very leaky boat - I 
spent a lot of time pumping her out 
through the following seasons! 

Then in 2008 our friend Cornelius Van 
Rijckcvorsel came over with a proposal for 
a classic keelboat regatta in Salcombe, 
suggesting that we enter the 22 Square 
Metres Vigilant and Patriot. It is difficult to 
say no to such a genuine classic keelboat 
enthusiast as Cornelius, even when your life 
is going at a thousand miles an hour. At the 
rime Dominic and I were managing an expanding sail- 
training organisation and RYA school with the 1906 
yawl Moosk and Uffa Fox's Flying 30 Huff of Arklow 
delivering sailing experiences to young people, plus RYA 
courses and visits to festivals and regattas such as Brest 
and the British Classic Yacht Club. 

We set off from Plymouth to Salcombe knowing that 
Vigilant needed pumping to keep her afloat. On our way 
back I was on Patriot while Andrew and Dominic were 
on Vigilant. I noticed Dominic waving frantically. We 



sailed over and tossed them our spare pump; they barely 
made it past the breakwater! The positive outcome was 
that Andrew took it as a personal mission to focus 
attention on the 'Vigilant issue'. 

Vigilant could have not had a better ambassador for 
her cause. By autumn 2009 Mashfords was given the 
go-ahead for her restoration. After putting her on slings 
and finding that the keel was moving independently from 
the hull, the work started. The keel and bolts came off. 
The bottom eight planks were removed either side and 
the Pandora's box was finally open. 

The frames weren't lodged into the centreline at all; 
the fastenings found on the planks were of different 

metals - but no bronze - and completely 
worn out; the floors were so small and thin 
they couldn't possibly have held the boat 
on their own. 

With hindsight, it is correct to say that 
Vigilant had been lightly built in the first 
place by Uffa. I suppose that in 1929, when 
he built her on his floating ferry, Uffa was a 
young and enthusiastic self-made designer/ 
boatbuildcr with little means. Perhaps he 
didn't intend the boat to outlive him! 

Well, this restoration can only be meant 
as praise to his intuitive genius. Uffa 
acknowledged the perfection of these boats 
and rigs many rimes in his books, as, for instance, in his 
1936 Sail and Power, writing about a Knud Reimers 22: 
"Because of their small sail areas the Square Metre classes 
of the Baltic have always had the most efficient shaped 
sails, as with such a small area only the most efficient 
form of mainsail would give enough drive to these boats 
in light weather, and in this 22 we sec the mainsail with a 
height of 3Vi times its base, which is the highest aspect 
ratio I have yet seen. It is amazing to me that such a tall, 
narrow sail can be made to stand on the wind." 
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But now we had to tell the yard to hurry up, there 
was very little time to get her ready as we were already 
booked to go to Cowcs for the BCYC Regatta before 
moving on to Sweden and the 22s Championships. Time 
was short and we had to put the boat back together, rig 
her and sail her to make sure everything was fine before 
setting off on an unexpected and exciting sailing season. 

The boatyard's most experienced men were reinforced 
by young boatbuilders at the end of their apprenticeship 
to speed up progress. Beautiful new floors were made, 
stronger and longer. The old, worn-out mast step was 
taken off and a new, bigger one made to cover more 
floors cither side of it. All new frames were scarphed and 
lodged into the centreline. Mervin and Colin rebuilt and 
strengthened the area between the counter and the 
stcrnpost, renewing the horn timber and fitting a new 
rudder tube. A new lead keel was commissioned to 
replace the old one whose lead was found to be of very 
poor quality. Of course, newly made silicon bronze 
keelbolts followed. All new mahogany planks were 
shaped and fitted with bronze fastenings. Inside, the 
stringers were lengthened to embrace the overhangs. In 
all, Mashfords gave Vigilant a new lease of life. 

With a newly varnished deck and fittings and a lovely 
cream-painted hull, Vigilant touched the water once 
again the first week of July, not a minute too soon. 
Dominic and I worked on her rig, which was not to our 
satisfaction but we had no time to play perfectionist. 

We sailed her once on the Tamar with Andrew and 
Helen Thornhill who came especially from Bristol for her 
sail trial. It was a gusty westerly 5 and she went like an 
arrow up the river. It was a Sunday and I remember next 
day in the boatyard everyone coming to tell me how 
good and fast Vigilant looked on the river. The yard was 
very proud and with reason. She had little water in her 
bilges which didn't increase within the next few days. 
Then we took her out of the water and trailed her to 
Cowes together with Patriot. 




Top and right: 
Vigilant at Trosa; 
•46ove.-Keelboats 
at Mashfords 
Below: Vigilant 
at Cowes in 2010, 
and, opposite 
page, in 1930 



BCYC was great fun as usual. It does feel like coming 
back home to a wonderful, welcoming family. We arrived 
on Friday evening and apparently there was to be a 
celebration next day in Uffa Fox's old house for the crew 
of Vixen, who were to follow Vigilant's 1930 route to 
Sweden (see May's CB). Olle Appelberg, president of the 
Scandinavian Sail Trust, and his lovely wife were coming 
over from Sweden especially for this occasion and 
Andrew Thornhill wished Vigilant to accompany Vixen 
out for the first mile. So Dominic and I got Vigilant in the 
water and rigged on Saturday morning. By lunchtime we 
were all drinking champagne at the house with a cheerful 
bunch of people, all Uffa Fox enthusiasts. After speeches 
and toasts, off they went, Luke and the boys on Vixen 
with Andrew and Vigilant to see her on her way. 

SWEDISH SEASCAPES 

The next chapter of our adventure was, of course, going 
to be the most eventful. I flew down to Italy to leave my 
seven-week-old baby and his sister with my parents in 
Argentario, and then flew up to Copenhagen where I met 
with Matthew, experienced racer and crew member. 
There we rendezvoused in Kastrup with Dominic and 
Andrew, who had arrived by ferry in Esbjerg earlier that 
day, and proceeded to cross the new bridge to Malmo 
and up to Oxelcisund Boatyard, where we met with 
Maxine and Jeremy Vines who were to sail Patriot. 

We chose Oxclosund, one of the many big islands of 
the Southern Archipelago, for the chance to sail the 
25nM to Trosa in what is considered one of the most 
stunning Swedish seascapes. In fact, it was pouring with 
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rain when we set off, with only the faintest notion of a 
breeze. But we had to go: the Championships started next 
day. Vigilant went ahead with the charts in very little 
visibility; we were supposed to follow on Patriot. Luckily 
1 had downloaded all the Swedish charts onto my iPhone 
which proved to be a saviour for the rest of the week! 

Of course half way there the wind died completely. 
Vigilant had an outboard engine so wc took Patriot in 
tow, calculating that we would make Trosa by 2am the 
next day. A short while later, out of the blue, a Swedish 
power boat came roaring towards us shouting 
"Vigilantl" It was dear Olle and friends coming to our 
rescue! By 10 that night we were moored in Trosa. 

MOST BEAUTIFUL FLEET 

The next day we started the 22 Square Metre 
Championship, a two-hour sail to the race area after 
being given sailing instructions in Swedish, which 
amazingly seemed to need only about three translated 
English sentences, and off we went among the most 
beautiful fleet of wooden boats I have ever dreamed to be 
part of. There were the A22s - 'top of the range', built 
with no expense spared and from the best Swedish 
designers like Becker, Laurin, Estlander and Reimers. 
Then there were the M22s, or Malar 22, a one-design 
class by Estlander, more affordable, slightly shorter in rig 
and built with locally-sourced materials. Along the same 
principle there were the M30s, a lovely, elegant class. 

Everyone was nodding at each other before the start, 
probably wondering how threatening the English boats 
were going to be. The course was a straight baton, up 




VIGILANT 

LENGTH OVERALL 

34ft 6in 
(10.5m) 

LENGTH WATERLINE 

25ft 6in 
(7.8m) 

BEAM 

6ft 4in 
(1.76m) 

DRAUGHT 

4ft 3in (1.3m) 

DISPLACEMENT 

2032kg 

SAIL AREA 

21.13m 2 
(227sqft) 
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and down three times for a series of three races a day. 
Well, they needn't have worried, as we showed directly 
hy breaking the spinnaker on Patriot at the first 
downwind lap. Still in pouring rain, Vigilant nearly lost a 
crew off her slippery deck. In all, wc didn't do 
particularly well, but when we were back on the pontoon 
all the Swedes came over to say hello, admire the boats 
and generally be very friendly, while Andrew invited 
them all to come aboard and view his Uffa Fox books. 

The Championships showed us how fast those boats 
can be when properly raced. Vigilant 
was not in the same league. No 
disrespect to Uffa, but when Vigilant 
was built, 1930, the idea of a 22 's 
LOA was about lOm (33ft). 

The Square Metre Rule is quite 
flexible, as it is defined mainly by 
die sail area - mainsail and 85% of the foretriangle. 
However, from 1919 to 1935, hull measurements were 
restricted to stop designers producing extremely fast and 
unseaworthy boats, where LOAs could reach 15m (49ft) 
or more on 1.5m (4ft 3in) beams - the so-called needle 
boats. The rule was perfected several times to encourage 
beautiful but also safe boats, and in 1935 the freeboard 
was increased by 10cm (4in), leading to longer hulls, 12, 
13 and 14m (39-46ft) which proved to be a winning 
combination in relation to the sail area. 

The A22s taking part in the Championships were all 
designed between 1940 and I960 with I.OAs of up to 
14m, which obviously provides them with a higher hull 
speed, as well as being equipped with high-performance 
laminated sails with great overlaps, carbon spars and 
even titanium fittings to reduce the weight! 

Vigilant ended up mainly sailing against the M22 fleet 
which would catch us up on the first windward mark 
even though starting five minutes later. It was great fun 
anyhow, and Patriot, being a Udell one-design class, got 



"These boats can be 
fast - Vigilant was not 
in the same league" 



the Swedish slightly worried. Our new friends kindly lent 
Patriot a most beautiful spinnaker that she flew with 
pride and great speed for the next two days. 

After the Championship it was the Royal Tullgarn 
Palace Regatta, a free-for-all classic regatta, part of the 
Baltic Classic Circuit newly started by Olle. The start 
was next to the Royal Palace and the King of Sweden 
was anchored on his beautiful wooden launch to review 
these eclectic examples of classic wooden boats spanning 
the 19th and 21st centuries. The course was offshore by 
Swedish standards and quite breezy 
on the most exposed part. Alas, as 
soon as we were back in sheltered 
waters the breeze died and we were 
left crawling for the last leg, having 
to finish at the Royal Palace and 
then sail back to Trosa. On Vigilant 
we had to paddle for the last stretch. 

We eventually arrived in Trosa completely soaked and 
late for the prize-giving. Dear Mrs Thornhill was to 
present the prizes and hurried up on stage. The prize- 
giving was tremendous fun and reiterated the friendship 
amongst sailing enthusiasts from all over the world and 
the beauty of their beloved boats. A special Uffa Fox cup 
was presented by the Thornhills to Luke and his crew for 
their astonishing achievement on Vixen. 

It was all over and we had learnt a lot about the 22s 
and the people who love and sail them - specially Allan 
Forberg, president of the 22 Square Metre club, and 
Torkel Sintorn of Paloma 288 who, with the rest of the 22 
fraternity, keep this class alive and have taught us what it 
means to have a 22 in the family, to sail them so well and 
care for them with such passion. We are happy to abide 
by the Swedish ethos: "Sail fast, sail beautiful!" 

Mashfords, Cremyll Shipyard, Torpoint, Cornwall PL10 1HY 
Tel: +44 (0)1752 822232 www.mashfordsofcremyll.co.uk 



Restoration of 
Vigilant, 2010: 
Top left: New 
floors;ropr/g/)f: 
Keelbolts; above 
left: New frames 
and replanking; 
above right: 
Varnished 
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Crabber 26 
The New Gaffer For The Modern Cruising Sailor 



£4 44|k& 



CORNISH CRABBERS LLP 



CORNWALL P L 2 7 INI 



Tel: 44 (0) 1 208 862666 Fax: 44 (0) 1 208 862375 
lnfo@cornishcrabbers.co.uk www.cornishcrabbers.co.uk 



JAMES LAWRENCE 
SAILMAKERS LTD 

BESPOKE SAILMAKERS 



"Grayling" 

I 

Rig designed and sails 
\made by James Ijiwrence 
Sailmakers. 




22-28 Tower Street, Brightlingsea, 
Essex C07 OAL 
Tel: 01 206 302 863 
Fax: 01206 305858 
E-mail: mark@gaffguru.com 
sale@traditionalsails.co.uk 





Over 200 years experience 

It was here that Sir Francis Chichester had Gypsy Moth prepared 
prior to her round the world voyage, she returned here to be tidied 
up after her journey so she could go to London for Sir Francis 
Chichester to be knighted by the Queen. 



We offer a full range of services, we have 
skilled traditional shipwrights, painters, 
marine engineers, traditional rigging & rope 
work. We are happy to take on any work from 
small repairs to full restoration work and have 
large covered slipways up to 100 tonnes and 
also have open slipways to accommodate up a 
to 300 tonnes. 

Our commercial clients include the 
Ministry of Defence, Serco and various 
other customers e.g. fishing boats, diving 
boats, work boats etc. We also 
deal with private work on sailing boats, 
motor boats and cruisers 



Mashfords, Cremyll Shipyard, 
Cremyll Torpoint, Cornwall, PL10 1HY 
Tel: 01752 822232 Fax: 01752 823059 
www.mashfordsofcremyll.co.uk 
mashfords@btconnect.com 







BEHOLD THE 
ORIGINAL... 
...THE TILLEY 

Acknowledged as the finest outdoor 
and adventure hat in all the world. 



Goes With anywhere 



lilley 



T: 0800 374353 www.Tilley.com 
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Bealeissimo! 



Aria ready for this? The Beale Park Boat Show 
this year will be enhanced by live opera 
performances on the lake. So what else is new? 
We preview Britain's most relaxed boat show, 
10-12 June on the Thames near Pangbourne 





BEALE PARK 






Infinite variety on 
the Beale Park 
lake: coracle, 
canoe, sailing, 
rowing and even an 
Edwardian river 
launch 



It's often been said: "The smaller the boat, the 
greater the fun" - which goes a long way to 
explain why Beale Park is generally regarded as 
the most enjoyable boat show in die UK calendar. 
That, and the all-important lake. This is a show 
where you are encouraged to get out on the water 
and enjoy boats as they are meant to be enjoyed. 

Add in a spacious field, an eclectic collection of small 
craft, a beer tent, overnight camping if you choose, fine 
summer weather (usually - let's not tempt fate) and you 
have a recipe for an idyllic day out - or a great weekend. 

What more could you want? Well how about a spot 
of opera? Opera Anywhere is a small company that 
delights in performing in unusual places and at Beale 
they will be singing from a classic 
cruiser on the lake, with two 
performances on the Saturday. 

Also this year will be the first 
chance to view the new World of 
Boats permanent exhibition in the 
Beale Park Tithe Barn (see news story, p 16/1 7). 

In other respects the show (like all boat shows really) 
will be offering variations on the reasurringly familiar. 

There will be boatbuilders aplenty, many with craft 
ready to try on the lake. Swallow Boats will be bringing 
their new-to-Beale Bay Cruiser 23 (previewed in the dry 
at Excel). Kittiwake Boats will have their 14 and 
16-footers (plus mini-submarine and dog). Good Wood 
Boats, builder of the clinker Tideways, will be there (and 
demonstrating their new varnish-stripping technique - 
see Yard News, p84). Character Boats will be there with 



A show where you 
are encouraged to get 
out on the water 



the two-berth Coastal Weekender, new to Beale, and the 
way things are going, says builder Adrian Denye. People 
are downsizing, and moving to trailer-sailing. 

Trailer-sailing is something about which Gillian 
Nahum of Henley Sales and Charter has plenty to say. 
With the cost of moorings ever-increasing, she says 
owners prefer boats that can live on their drives and be 
towed anywhere. Her Beale flotilla will include new 
runabouts from Europe, including the Pebbles 3.4 and 
the Bahama 20, plus the self-build Bootox (and yes, it's 
pronounced 'botox'). In addition she'll have a selection 
of classics including Dunkirk Little Ship MB278, a 1914 
30ft (9m) motor cruiser, and, probably, a 1959 Andrews 
'Panther' launch called Panache. 

If it's a lugger you're after, you 
can compare all three brands: 
Drascombes from Churchouse 
Boats; Devon Luggers from Honnor 
Marine (who also do the Cape 
Cutter 19) and the relatively recent 
Debcn Lugger from Anglia Yacht Brokerage (which also 
deals in used versions of the other two makes). 

For Salterns Boats this will be the first Beale since 
Greg Dalrymple, who launched the business, merged 
with Jeremy Frccland of Collars Spars, and production 
moved to Oxfordshire. Of the firm's three boats, Jeremy 
is certainly planning to bring the 16ft 6in 'centenarian' 
GRP Tela and the little 12ft 6in Wagtail, plus maybe the 
popular 19ft Memory gaffer. 

From the Netherlands, Jachtbouw Bart Jan Bats will 
be returning with its Nigel Ircns-designcd BJ17. 
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BEALE PARK 




Classic launch and 
Nestaway canoe 
Below: Try a boat 
on the lake 




If you'd rather be building a boat yourself, call in on 
the two boatbuilding schools taking part. The Boat 
Building Academy of Lyme Regis always has an 
inspirational selection of past and present students' work 
on show, and sometime afloat, while the Lowcstoft- 
based IBTC generally has a build on the go. And how 
about a nine-day course in the Netherlands with De 
Bootbouwschool? 

In addition, there'll be steamboats, canoes, coracles 
and more, plus a chance to catch up with the Old 
Gaffers and the various Thames societies. Worth 
checking out will be James Wharram Designs, which will 
have James's (possibly part-finished) Amatasi 27 
catamaran, winner of last year's CB Design Competition. 

Kippcrland will be in its usual place beside the lake, 
with Kipperman Mike Smylie this year running smoking 
workshops and demonstrating kipper-based recipes. 
Next door at Flaxland, Simon and Ann Cooper will be 
showing their flax canoe, and launching an 'evolution of 
canoes' parade of paddle on the lake. © 



WIN 

rh £so ° 

"ver cruise 



c 'a«ic Boat 
stand 



CLASSIC BOAT will of course be there, by 
^ the lake (near the slipway), with the 
hot-off-the press July issue and some 
1 1 interesting boats. 

We're also offering the chance to 
/ win a £500 champagne river cruise 
with River Thames Charters and a 
visit to Beale Park for 12 people. 
Come along to our stand to find out 
more details and how to enter. 



10-12 JUNE 

Fri, Sat 10am-6pm. 
Sunday 10am-5pm 

GETTING 
THERE 

Road: On the A239 
off M4 Jet 12, (near 
thebetween 
Pangbourne and 
Streatley. 

Train: Pangbourne 
Station (from 
Paddington) is 1.25 
miles away and 
there is a river taxi. 

TICKETS 

One-day tickets in 
advance: Fri £6, Sat/ 
Sun £7, £1 more on 
the door. Family 
tickets (2 adults and 
two kids) from £14 
Camping ElO/unit 
Book online: 
www bealepark 
boatshow.co.uk 



SELECTED EXHIBITORS 

ANGLIA YACHT BROKERAGE 

Deben Lugger 

BOAT BUILDING ACADEMY, LYME REGIS 

Students 'boats on show 
CHARACTER BOATS 

Coastal Weekender 

CHURCHOUSE BOATS 

Drascombe Lugger, Dabber etc 

CORACLES &CURRACHS 

Peter Faulkner 'the oracle of coracles' 
DE BOOTBOUWSCHOOL 

Boatbuilding course in the Netherlands 

DINGHY CRUISING ASSOCIATION 

Rallies and sleepovers 

GOOD WOOD BOAT COMPANY 
Tideways and stripping service 
HENLEY SALES AND CHARTER 
New and classic river craft 
HENWOOD AND DEAN BOATBUILDERS 

Thames-based boatbuilder 

HONNOR MARINE 

Devon Lugger and Cape Cutter 

INTERNATIONAL BOATBUILDING TRAINING COLLEGE 

Teaching boatbuilding on the East Coast 

JACHTBOUW BART JAN BATS 

Nigel Irens-designed 1 7-footer 

JAMES WHARRAM DESIGNS 

Distinctive, practical catamarans 

KITTIWAKE BOATS 

Wood-finished clinker-style GRP designs 

OLD GAFFERS ASSOCIATION 

Meet the trailer-sailer group 

RIVER THAMES CHARTERS 

Luxury boat hire 

SALTERN BOATS 

Tela, Wagtail, Memory designs 

STANLEY AND THOMAS 

Classic Thames brokerage 

STARFISH BOOKS 

Claudia Myatt paintings and designs 

SWALLOW BOATS 

BayCruiser and more 
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Y THE MARQUE 
OF QUALITY FOR OVER 
125 YEARS 





Davey & Company 

Established 1885 

www.daveyco.uk 



\p, 16V/ Cork Harbour One Design, 
the "Je ne sais quoi" trophy andjliird overall at the 
2010 BCYC Cowes Regatta. 




1 ■ 



Sailmakers 2 



SAILMAKING SINCE 1790 

Ratsey & Lapthorn 

•J2 Medina Road, (owes. Isle of Wighl PO.M 7BY 
Tel: (0I'«}> 2y4(l5l Fax: (01983) 2940S3 

FREEPHONE: 0800 0189405 

Email: ralscysails* ralscy.com Wchsitc: www.ralscy.com/ralsc> sails 



LATITUDE 



CHARLES WATSON 

MARINE LIMITED 




Latitude 46 Classic sail 
and power yachts, 
distributed in the UK 
by Charles Watson Marine, 
H a in ble. Ha mps h i re . 
Tel: 023 H045 6505 
www. charles-watson.com 
email: i n j'o@c h arles-wal s on.co m 
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MY LITTLE LADIES 

This month we focus on Chuck's smaller boats 
with three designs, all Herreshoff inspired, 
including his 'retirement boat', the Paine 26, and 
a new 14ft dinghy called the Paine lOVi 



The Pisces 21 is our adaptation of the famous 
Herreshoff Fish. The original Fish was Nat 
Herreshoff 's scale-up of his equally famous 
Herreshoff 12V4. The Pisces is built in both 
glassfibrc and cold-moulded wood by 
Classic Boat Shop in Bernard, Maine, and they've found 
homes all over the world. There have been near replicas 
of the Fish before... this is but the latest interpretation of 
the classic Herreshoff design. In this case the rig was kept 
virtually identical, but some effort was made to increase 
stability and reduce weather helm. 

Nobody appreciates Herreshoff designs more than I 
do. I've spent much of every long Maine winter for over 
40 years beneath my 1937-built H 12 Vi Petunia digging 
away at what had once been fastenings with miniature 
chisels, scorps and gouges. Stuffed between the 
galvanized frame of her boat trailer and the too low 
bulge of her bottom planking I've devoted up to half an 
hour per dc-zincificd former woodscrcw, extracting its 
headless and threadless corpse with skills that had I 
chosen to become a dentist rather than a boat lover 
would have made me a wealthy man. There's not a 
subtlety of her shapely hull that I have not come to love 
at way too close range. When they find my cold form 
slumped over a drafting table many years from now it's 
this shape I'll have been drawing. 

Variations from Nathanael Herreshoff's original Fish 
design were subtle and very carefully considered. When 
you start with perfection it's folly to change much. The 
keel was made slighdy more cutaway forward. The 
ballast ingot was lengthened and its top surface lowered 
to lower the virtual centre of gravity. Its streamlines arc a 
slightly altered NACA foil - more efficient, dare I say, 
than the foil Nat used, which he thought right because it 
resembled the lines of a fish. Many of the boats have 
carbon-fibre masts, which markedly increases their 
stability. Still, they have big rigs and reward a bit of 
experience with stimulating performance. Classic Boat 
Shop had built 26 of their lovely Pisces by 201 1. 




PISCES 21 

OVERALL 

20ft 9in 
(6.3m) 

WATERLINE 

16ft 3 in 
(5m) 

BEAM 

7ft 2in 
(2.2m) 

DRAUGHT 

2ft 11 in 
(0.9m) 

DISPLACEMENT 

3,2501b 

SAIL AREA 

265sqft 
(24.7m 2 ) 



PAINE 26 

Pentimentu, 25ft 5in (7.75m) was launched in June of 
2005. She was essentially a replica, styled after the work 
of Herreshoff. 

In keeping with Herreshoff's best work, 
Pentimento was of heavy displacement with wineglass 
sections, a hollow bow, carvel-planked over 
frequently spaced but slender frames, with a long keel 
and outboard rudder. In other words, she was once 
again a scaled-up Herreshoff 12'/2. She even had the 
sculpted and varnished gunwale strakc made famous 
by the Herreshoff yard. 

I really liked Pentimento. But a couple of years 
after designing her I began to dream of my own 
retirement boat, which I'll call the Paine 26. 

She'll be scaled up a tad and will have all of the 
innovations I've never been able to sell to an actual 
bill-paying customer. I'll build her using cold-moulded 
wood because I believe it is the most durable of all the 
yacht construction materials. 

And importantly - potentially life-savingly - this 
design will have a feature that makes it easy to re-board 
from the water, unlike any similar yacht ever built. I'll 
also fit a small diescl engine but won't use it much. I 
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DRAUGHT 

3ft 6in 
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International Boatbuilding Training College 




Practical courses from a day to a year 
over 30 boats to work on giving us the flexibility and 
range to meet your training needs. 

Practical Wooden Boatbuilding C&G 2451 



Practical Yacht Surveying 
Small Boatbuilding 
Basic and Advanced Joinery 
GRP Laminating & Repairs 
Marine Plumbing & Electrics 
Build Your Own Boat Course 
Oar & Spar Making 



Fitting Out 

Furniture Making 

Router Work 

Splicing 

Knot work 

Welding 

Lofting 



Visitors always welcome 




Oulton Broad, Suffolk, NR32 3LQ Tel :0 1502 569663 www.ibtc.co.uk info@ibtc.co.uk 





Customers at Gloucester 
Discover more www.tnielsen.c 
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doubt I'll consume one (20-gallon) tank of fuel in an 
entire year. But a little engine can save your life in a small 
boat in certain, very rare circumstances. 

The sailplan will consist of a large mainsail and small 
jib set on a jibboom so as to be self-tending. Unlike her 
predecessor, which strived for authenticity, mine will 
have a shorter boom so a permanent backstay can be 
fitted. The jib will be supplied with my innovative 
sewn-in carbon straps which replace other clumsier jib 
vanging devices. (I call this invention DVT - Dang Vang 
Thangs). Once the sails arc set this should be the easiest 
to handle and most versatile sailplan ever devised. No 
main-boom vang will be used, and the pressure of the 
wind in the main will lift the boom as the wind increases, 
partially depowering the mainsail in puffs. 

The mast will be of aluminium, in order to make it 
reasonably inexpensive, and I plan to paint it in 
Awlgrip's "San Mateo Wheat" to look like wood from a 
distance. The other spars will be of varnished Sitka 
spruce, purely for its looks. 

When more complex sailplans would require reefing 
one will be able to 'fisherman's reef this one by merely 
letting out the mainsheet and letting the jib backwind the 
forward third of the main. 



"She can 
be literally 

launched 
and sailing 
in five 

minutes" 



'Lovely curvaceous 
Herreshoff shape' 
of the new 14ft 
Paine lu'/i 



The large but self-bailing cockpit is economically 
designed for comfort, with excellent back support from 
the angled varnished mahogany coamings. It has a 
'bathing beach' aft of the scats, complete with a hinge- 
down transom door and ladder that will make 
swimming from tliis boat fun and easy. A small latch on 
the outboard face of the transom will enable a person 
overboard to open the door unassisted and climb back 
aboard. With the halyards, self-tending jibsheet, roller 
furling line and a single mainsail reef led to the aft end of 
the cabin there will be no reason to leave the safety of the 
cockpit except to drop or retrieve a mooring or anchor. 

The interior is simple but arranged to make time 
spent aboard very pleasant. There will be two forward 
berths and two cushioned midship settees which can also 
be used for sleeping. A marine toilet is to starboard 
beneath a hinge-up sink counter. A small propane cooker 
for cooking and heat, sink with manual fresh water 
pump and tank, and Coleman cooler for the beer, which 
doubles as a companionway step, are shown on the 
drawings. The interior detailing will be, of course, 
Herreshoff style with varnished mahogany trim and 
varnished white pine ceilings amidships. The 
companionway opening hinges up, with a marine fabric 
"pop top" tent, providing a nice area of full headroom. 

NEW PAINE KM/2 

The Paine 10V4 is a scaled-down Herreshoff \2'A with a 
fin keel. The topside aesthetics replicate almost exactly 
the lovely and curvaceous Herreshoff shape. She's so 
similar that when you sec her in the water you're 
tempted to think she's an HI 2Vi being sailed by a very 
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PAINE IOV2 

LENGTH OVERALL 

14ft Oin 
(4.3m) 

LENGTH WATERLINE 

llft2in 
(3.4m) 

BEAM 

5ft 3in 
(1.6m) 

DRAUGHT 

2ft 3 in 
(0.7m) 

DISPLACEMENT 

8501b 

SAIL AREA: 

107sqft 
(9.9m 2 ) 



large person. Ac 14ft (4.3m) overall she'll serve those 
who want a smaller and sportier boat than a true 1 DA, 
one that is more easily built, and much easier to launch 
and retrieve from a trailer. The fin keel has far less 
wetted surface and 3in (76mm) less draught than the 
H12'/2. An unstayed carbon fibre rig is used so that one 
can quickly rig and set sail. 

The boat's weight at 8501b is 
sufficient to make her a true small 
yacht of real gravitas, safe and fun 
to sail even in really windy 
conditions, like her predecessor. 
She may be the world's smallest 
true keelboat, making her one of 
the safest sailboats you could entrust to a child. 

Since she weighs only slightly more than half a 
Herreshoff \1Vi, she is much safer and easier to 
transport by road. Of seamless and very strong cold- 
moulded wood construction, she is able to withstand the 
lumps and bumps of towing behind a car. 

I always worry when I tow my priceless 75-year 
old H12'/2 Petunia the one-and-a-half miles to the 
harbour every year. The Paine 10V4 is the ideal boat 
to tow to intriguing new destinations and plunk in 
the water for the weekend. Her only stay, the 
hcadstay, is quickly fastened into place using a 
lifeline-style tension fitting. She can be literally 
launched and sailing in five minutes. 



Paine lO'/r. the 
world's smallest 
true keelboat? 



"The ideal boat to 
tow to interesting new 
destinations" 



The Paine IOV2 can be built in either of two ways. The 
first yacht, shown here, was built in New Zealand using 
multiple layers of 1/Sin veneers over a purpose-built 
mould. Thus there were few frames needed once the 
mould was built, and the interior was clean and smooth. 

Alternatively she can be built over numerous small- 
sectioned laminated frames - a method that would 
enable a single person with time on his hands to more 
easily undertake her construction and which looks 
exactly like a 'real' wooden boat, but without those 
pesky seams. 

Once the frames are erected, the planking is epoxied 
on in two layers fore-and-aft, similar to the familiar 
double-planking technique. Each layer is l/4in thick, the 
first layer glued and ring-nailed to the frames and the 
second glued to the inner layer with seams staggered. In 
either case the final result is completely leakproof and 
should endure for many decades. The forward third of 
the boat is completely watertight, so that unlike 
most keelboats she will remain afloat if swamped. C/ 



MY 
YACHT 
DESIGNS 




Next month: Chuck talks about his 
'British Empire' boats, the Bowman 
40 and 42, and the Victoria 34 

Chuck Paine's book, ISBN 978-0- 
615-3499.3-0, $59.9.5, is available 
from www. chuckpaine. com 
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Summer Reading from 




Adlard Coles Nautical 




To order or for more information v 



www.adlardcoles.com 




Boat Builders, Restorers & Marine Engineers 
Established Over 300 Years 



m 



A good choice of classic boats for sale. 
Open 7 days a week - visitors welcome. 

www.peterfreebody.com 



Thames Boathouses, 
Mill Lane, Hurley, 
Berks, SL6 5ND 

Tel: +44 (0)1628 824382 
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DAM YAGO 



Galician vision 

An entry-level family dinghy based on the lines of traditional 
Mediterranean fishing boats. Martin Smith tried one out 



YAGO 

Length overall 

13ft 
(3.98m) 

Beam 

4ft llin 
(1.5m) 

Draught 

8in/2ft 9in 
(2/85cm) 

Displacement 

120kg 

Sail area 

90.5sqft 
(8.4 m 2 » 



It's sad to say, but Spain's traditional boat-building 
industries have all but become extinct. Unlike its 
neighbour France, the country never managed to 
reverse the slide when the clamour to embrace 
modern techniques and styles set in. Today, there 
are just a handful of places where a classic boat might be 
restored, and none of the traditional boatbuilding skills 
arc easy to find anywhere in the country; the traditional 
boat ethos just no longer really exists in Spain in any 
commercial form. So, it was a surprise, then, to be 
invited to a business in Galicia that is introducing a line 
of traditionally-inspired GRP small boats that they 
intend to sell at home and throughout Europe. 

When DAM Boats began it was 
always the intention to introduce a 
traditionally inspired range alongside 
their modern sailing craft. The Yago 
- the Galician version of name of the 
saint, Santiago, whose bones are 
reputed to be buried in nearby 

Santiago de Compostela - is a very small, uncomplicated 
dinghy with lines based on small Mediterranean and 
southern European fishing boats. 

It provides ultra-simple sailing without huge outlay, 
and the hope is that the little boat that can be rowed, 
sailed or motored will find an audience as a family sailer, 
a yacht tender and as a sailing school boat - at an entry 
price of just €2,700. There are a few necessary extras to 
add to this, but even the price of the review boat would 
be just €.3,700. This is fun, easy sailing without breaking 
the bank, and in a world that seems to be driven by the 
need for racing derivatives it's refreshing to sec a boat 
that is simply designed to get people onto the water. 

For our test sail, we had the partners Diego and 
Alberto, in charge of production, and Manuel, tasked 
with marketing the boats across Europe, as well as the 
designer of the whole DAM range, Javier Cela. 

STRAIGHTFORWARD 

Rigging the Yago could not have been more 
straightforward. The parallel profile mast sits in a small, 
adjustable step, while the shrouds arc dropped into 
folded stainless chainplates before being fastened with 
clevis pins. The rig is tensioned using a lacing to attach 
the forestay to the stem. With the small centreboard in 
place, dropping the rudder over the stern onto its pintles 
and lowering the blade means that just about all of the 
solid stuff is in place. There's no boom; the loose-footed 
main sheets to tiny turning blocks on each aft quarter 
while the fractional jib is hoisted to around 5/8ths the 
mast height and tacked down using cord. 



It provides ultra- 
simple sailing without 
huge outlay 



The extras on the review boat included a drop-in 
wooden slat floor grate, made from opepe, and a 
combined seat/storage box augmenting the built-in 
storage in the fore and aft ends. Other additions include 
a cockpit cover and, to complete the Med feel, a bimini 
for use when motoring around. 

If the boat needs to be trailed - it is so light that a 
small family car is fine - the mast can be split in two and 
all other necessary items fit within the hull. 

The Yago has a very flat bottom and is very buoyant, 
which makes it slippery through the water, but the 
relatively large mass of a person moving around 
carelessly has a big effect on trim. Under engine (a .3.5hp 
four-stroke outboard) the hull 
glides around with the need for 
hardly any throttle and soon we 
were in position to hoist sail. The 
main runs up a track in the aft side 
of the mast, and then all that's 
needed is to make the halyard off, 
lace the sheets and that's it - simple! 

With a breeze the Yago is a lively, fun boat that takes 
very little to get her going. She is designed to heel very 
little and would give confidence to those new to sailing, 
while with no boom, there is no danger of bumps and 
bangs while still retaining a low-cut mainsail. 

DESIGNER 

As we came up to the lighthouse in the middle of the Ria 
de Vigo we encountered a local fishermen and were able 
to compare boats. The transoms and stern quarters were 
noticeably similar but the flared bow differed. Designer 
Javier Cela explained that the Yago is not any boat 
particularly, but has parts from many types of small 
fishing and working boats from northern Spain to the 
Mediterranean. 

In a way, the Yago is reminiscent of the small dinghies 
from the UK in the early 60s, of which the Mirror is the 
most famous. The idea then was to produce versatile 
boats that would simply get people onto the water and 
enjoying themselves in whatever way they could see fit, 
while today's production methods mean this can now be 
done with high quality at low cost and without the need 
to produce for a mass market. 

In use the Yago is a fun boat for sheltered coastal or 
inland waters, where its flat, easily planing hull would 
not be required to deal with any serious seas. As such it 
should find a willing audience among families looking 
for a boat to love at a price they can afford. 

www.damboats.es 
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EILEEN RAMSAY 



The queen of 
British yachting 
photography 

Eileen Ramsay's remarkable archive is a record 
of people and events over a quarter-century. 
Now it's being digitised for all to access. Barry 
Pickthall gives a guided tour of the contents 




"I didn't know anything about cameras 
then, but my pictures were judged the 
best and I got the job" 

Eileen Ramsay 

The work of Eileen Ramsay, die queen of 
yachting photography from the mid 
1950s to early 1970s, is currently being 
digitised and saved for posterity. 
The archive includes iconic pictures 
of 12-Metres racing off Cowes and 
records the explosion in dinghy and small-boat sailing in 
Britain after the War years, as well as historic pictures of 
sailing pioneers from the first Observer single-handed 
transatlantic races (OSTAR) and the solo voyages of 
Francis Chichester, Alec Rose and Eric Tabarly. 

Also in the archive arc long-forgotten images of 
Olympic sailors such as Keith Musto and Tony Morgan, 
silver medallists at the 1964 Games in Tokyo, and 
Rodney Pattisson and Iain MacDonald-Smith, who won 
gold for Britain in the same Flying Dutchman class at the 
Mexico Games in 1968. She also recorded the careers of 
Charles Currey at Fairey Marine, who won a silver 
medal at the Helsinki games in 1952, and Robin Aisher, 
who represented Britain in the 5.5m kcclboat class at the 
1 960 and 64 Games before finally winning bronze at the 
Acapulco Regatta in 68. 

Other noted sailors to have fallen within Eileen 
Ramsay's focus have been Stewart Morris, gold medal 
winner at the 1948 Games in Torquay, fellow 



Above: Eileen Ramsay 
at Hamble Marina, 
summer 1963 
Left: Cervantes 
broaching at Cowes 
Week 1967 
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'I was the only photographer he allowed on 
board. He just let me get on with it" 






W5 



'Blondie' Hasler aboard Jesrercl960 



Jean Lacombe 1964 



International 14 champion and Olympic representative 
Bruce Banks, and Sir John Oakclcy, son of wrestling 
champion Sir Atholl Oakeley, who became one of 
Britain's most successful dinghy champions in the 1960s 
and 70s, winning the Merlin Rocket crown three times in 
succession before going on to win the Flying Dutchman 
world championship and scoring a fifth place in the 
Soling class at the 1972 Olympic Regatta at Kiel. 

Eileen's career began in 1937 as a receptionist to the 
Reading-based photographer Gilbert Adams. As war 
clouds gathered across Europe and the call to arms 
began, Adams knew that his services would be required 
to record the impending conflict. Rather than close the 
studio down, he gave each of his staff a camera and told 
them to go out and take some 'interesting' photographs. 
The one to come back with the best pictures would take 
over the studio during die war. 

"I didn't know anything about cameras then, but my 
pictures were judged the best and I got the job," Eileen, 
now 95, admits, adding, "Photographic materials were 
very difficult to get, but I had great success taking 
pictures of wives and people in uniform, which taught 
me a lot about portrait photography." 

After the war, Eileen decided to start up on her own 
from a studio in Chelsea, taking on any commissions that 
came her way from magazines and newspapers. In 1953, 
she and her partner, George Spiers, decided to move 
down to live on the Hamble, and after purchasing a 28ft 
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(8.5m) clinker-built ex-RAF launch that they moored at 
the end of their garden, she set out to make her mark on 
the marine world. 

One of Eileen's first commissions was to photograph 
the development of Port Hamblc, the first marina in 
Britain. The American concept of finger piers was 
brought to the UK by Donald Sessions, a somewhat 
controversial character from the motor trade, who 
became embroiled in a scandal and disappeared mid-way 
through the project, leaving his brodier, Denys, to pick 
up the pieces. Planning permission centred not on the 
project, but the colour of paint used to camouflage the 
giant aircraft hanger bought as an army surplus item 
after the war, which now houses Hamble Yacht Services. 
While Sessions was arguing whether the building should 
be green or brown to match the trees, Eileen got on with 
photographing the giant dredger brought in to work 
night and day to clear the large acreage of mud flats and 
recorded progress as marina took shape. 

ROLLEIFLEX RECORDS 

Her Rolleiflex camera also recorded the post-war 
explosion in dinghy sailing and development of the 
International 14, National 12, Merlin Rocket, Firefly, 
Albacore, Enterprise, GP 14, Osprey, OK, Mirror, 505 
and Fireball dinghy classes, and charted the careers of 
designers Uffa Fox, Ian Proctor, Jack Holt, John Westall 
and Peter Milne, who briefly doubled as CB editor. 



She became the official photographer to Francis 
Chichester and photographed the first pioneering 
OSTAR single-handed transadantic races. "Chichester 
was a real charmer. He went everywhere with a bottle or 
two of champagne and was always having parties. I 
found him very good company. I was the only 
photographer he would allow on the boat and he just let 
mc get on with it," Eileen recalls. She also got on well 
with the formidable Lady Chichester, who controlled 
much of her husband's life. "I had to. She managed all 
the media and sponsorship," Eileen laughs now, adding, 
"Actually, we became great pals, and I would often help 
Sheila to provision the yachts before a voyage." 

Indeed, when Chichester returned to a hero's welcome 
in 1967 after his solo circumnavigation and was about to 
be knighted by the Queen on the banks of the River 
Thames at Greenwich, Sheila turned to Eileen for advice. 
"She rang me to ask what she should wear for the 
ceremony. 'I am going to have to climb on and off the 
boat, and wearing a skirt is not very practical. Do you 
think it would be OK to wear a trouser suit?'" 

"Absolutely," said Eileen, leading to what Royal circles 
deemed the most shocking fashion faux pas of the decade. 

Eileen's skilled portraiture became as sought-after as 
her sailing pictures. Apart from images of Chichester, 
one of her most famous is of Uffa Fox, taken on the roof 
terrace of the sailing raconteur's house overlooking 
Cowes Roads. "He was terrible," she says now. "I don't 



Far left: Cowes 
week 1967 
Centre: 12-Ms 
Flica II, Sceptre, 
Vanity Vat Cowes 
Week 1962 Above: 
International One 
Designs at Cowes 
Week 1964 
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EILEEN RAMSAY 



"I used to get through at least one Rolleiflex a year, and 
thoroughly clean the salt from them after each outing" 




remember how many bedrooms there arc in that house, 
but he tried to push me into each one of them. In the 
end, I had to tell him very firmly. 'I am here to take a 
portrait photograph of you, and I think we should get on 
with it!' He and Max Aitken, who lived close by, were 
notorious friends, and between them, got up to all sorts 
of mischief." 

She was equally less than impressed with Alec Rose. 
"At the time, he was viewed as someone trying to ride on 
the coat tails of Francis Chichester. Rose took part in the 
second OSTAR in 1968 with his ketch Lively Lady, and 
I photographed him onboard before the start from 
Plymouth. He was trying to upstage Chichester's planned 
solo round the world voyage, but wasn't ready in time 
and set off a year later. It took all that time to get over 
my dislike of him." 

ERIC TABARLY 

More popular was the shy young French naval lieutenant 
Eric Tabarly, who beat Chichester in that second OSTAR 
race with his ketch-rigged Pen Dnick II and returned to a 
ticker-tape parade down the Champs Elysees in Paris and 
a Legion d'Honneur award - France's highest accolade. 
"He was a very nice man. He didn't have much to say 
for himself, but was happy to pose for me on his yacht." 

Fileen describes her work as "making pictures rather 
than taking pictures". "Keith Beken, based at Cowes, 
stood up in the middle of his boat taking great pictures 
of big yachts with a plate camera in his hands, so I 
developed my own style, taking my pictures as close to 



the water as possible. I was an impressionist 
photographer and liked nothing better than to highlight 
reflections in the water." 

Bending low over the gunwale of her launch, Eileen's 
style was expensive on cameras. "I used to get through at 
least one Rolleiflex a year, and we would have to 
thoroughly clean the salt from them after each outing," 
she recalls. These water-level pictures became Eileen's 
signature and others began to copy her approach. "I was 
photographing the A-Raters during one Bourne End 
Week at the Upper Thames YC and had cleared an area 
of the river bank to kneel down and take my pictures as 
the boats sailed by. I became so involved in my work, 
that it took quite some time before I looked up to find 
other photographers mimicking my style further down 
the river bank." 

Eileen spent each season covering the major dinghy 
championships and selling the pictures both to 
competitors and to magazines and newspapers. She also 
devoted the first week of each August to photograph 
Cowes Week and travelled as far as the Menai Straits to 
cover more regional regattas. At one event, the press 
boat she was working from hit a wreck and sank. "It 
was not a question of women and children first - it was 
cameras first." She laughs now. 

During this year's Yachtsman of the Year Awards, Iain 
MacDonald-Smith recalled Eileen approaching him and 
Rodney Pattisson on a lay-day during a Flying Dutchman 
championship they were competing in at Poole, prior to 
them winning the gold medal at the 1968 Olympics. "I 



Above left: Myth 
of Mai ham 
during the 1960 
Round The Island 
Race. 

Above right: 
Francis Chichester 
aboard Gipsy 
Moth II, C1960 
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don't think anyone had asked us do a shoot before, but 
we went out and sailed around her launch. The pictures 
she took of us were not only the best we had ever seen, 
but probably the most widely published pictures she had 
ever taken. They appeared everywhere." 

Former International 14 sailor David Brecknell also 
had an opportunity to reminisce earlier this year when 
tracing two pictures that Eileen had taken of himself 
racing at the 1 959 Bourne End Week and at the Prince of 
Wales Cup off Falmouth in 1960. "I remember being 
fascinated by your technique of taking pictures with the 
camera slung from your neck and bending down over 
the side of the launch to press the shutter. The results 
have rarely been matched, I think," he told Eileen. 

MUSTO'S HALO 

Keith Musto, another of Eileen's famous subjects, has 
just as strong memories of another picture she took of 
him sailing his National 12 Crewcut at the 1965 Burton 
Cup championship off Weymouth. "It was a remarkable 
shot that I still have on my wall at home. It has us sitting 
out hard with a splash of sunlight reflecting off a field in 
the distance that had the effect of giving me a halo 
around my head." 

During her coverage of International 14 races, she 
met environmentalist Peter Scott and spent a week or 
two each year 'house sitting' at his lakeside home at 
Slimbridge and using the time to photograph wildfowl. 
This interest in wildlife has continued, for after Eileen 
hung up her cameras for the last time in 1971 and 



moved inland to Droxford, her passion turned to 
gardening and painting birds and flowers. 

With the exception of Kos perhaps, very few women 
have managed to turn themselves into quite the 
household name that Eileen Ramsay became within the 
world of yachting photography. "I don't know why," she 
says directly. "Don't let anyone tell you that a woman 
can't make her way in business. I always did, and I got to 
places that male photographers would have given their 
right arm to have been to." 

DIGITISED ARCHIVE 

Eileen has kept her photo archive intact and when she 
asked us at PPI. Photo Agency to digitise the pictures and 
manage the library we were delighted to accept die task. 
We feel it's very important to save Eileen's archive. As 
well as photographing dinghies and yachts for more than 
two decades, she was a specialist portrait photographer, 
and her early pictures of our sailing pioneers have great 
significance when recording Britain's sailing history. 

PPL already holds the official archives of Chichester, 
Sir Robin Knox-Johnston and Sir Chay Blyth in our 
specialist 'Pictures of Yesteryear' online archive, plus a 
comprehensive collection of pictures and fine art 
illustrations covering all forms of sailing, dating right 
back to the mid 1850s when the 100 Guineas Cup and 
the race around the Isle of Wight led to the start of the 
America's Cup. 

Eileen Ramsay's photos are available from www.pplmedia.com 



Above left: Bourne 
End Week, Upper 
Thames Sailing 
Club, 12ft dinghy, 
National 12 class, 
Above right: 
Rodney Pattisson 
and lain 

MacDonald-Smith 
sailing Supercali- 
fragilisticexpiali- 
docious, 

(Superdocious), a 
Flying Dutchman 
class, Poole, C1968 
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THREE-POINT 
RETURN 



Built for a Chinese Kamikazi raid, to a unique 
patented design, Juno is one of the most 
remarkable suvivors of prewar racing. 
By Gerald Guetat, photos by Henri Thibault 





Father and son 
Jack and Peter (at 
the wheel) 
Kreissle mastered 
the restoration of 
this unique 1937 
Ventnor 
three-point 
hydroplane 
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e reputation of the patent led the 
ese Navy to place an order for 
identical hulls. One escape 




Just before World War II, a revolutionary American 
speedboat design became caught up in the already- 
raging Sino-Japanese war. However, one hull 
escaped military service and went on to a brilliant 
sporting career, followed eventually by decline and 
obscurity, and now rediscovery and restoration. This is the 
story of Juno and the Apcl 'three-point hull'. 

At the beginning of 1 937 Japan's quest for expansion 
into mainland China had erupted into a full-scale war by 
both land and sea. As a result of this, 
the naval attache of the Chinese 
Government in the USA was charged 
with an astonishing mission, taking 
him to Atlantic City, New Jersey, and 
a small raceboat-building yard. 

This concern, Ventnor Boat Works 
Inc, run by Adolph E Apel with his son Arno, was 
dominating American speedboating thanks to a recently 
patented invention - a new form of hull known as die 
'three-point' hull. Heavily protected by patents, and 
some native secrecy on the part of Mr Apcl, it was 
described simply as 'a radical departure from the 
conventional single-step hydroplane". 



They would be 
guided to their targets 
by Kamikazi drivers 



A Ventnor catalogue from about that time extolls his 
'outstanding progressive contribution to race hull design 
in the new concaved monoplane underbody shape, 
supported consistently at the proper angle of incidence 
by forward stabilizers, resulting not only in a tremendous 
increase in boat speed with given power but also greatly 
increasing the rough water performance, stability, and 
seaworthiness of the craft.' Hull drawings carry the 
disclaimer: 'These profiles do not show our actual 
patented underbody lines'. 

The reputation of the patent 
which guaranteed the exclusive 
rights to this revolutionary 
approach led the Chinese Navy to 
place an order for 1 3 identical 
hulls, each capable of carrying up 
to 500 lb of explosives at over 100 km/h. 

These 'cruise' missiles of the pre-electronic era were 
destined to attack Japanese naval ships. Launched close 
to wave level, these raceboats would be difficult to spot 
and even harder to destroy considering their small size 
and very high speeds. But above all, it was pre-planned 
that they would be inflexibly guided towards their target 



Above: At full 
chat (over 100 
km/h), Juno could 
have been a 
terrible threat to 
a Japanese 
gunshlp. As it was, 
she fought much 
more peaceful 
battles 
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POWER BOAT JUNO 



Juncfs 'banjo' 
wheel was taken 
from an American 
roadster of the 
1930s 



JUNO 

Length overall 

20 ft (6m) 

Beam 

8ft (2.4m) 

Displacement 

1,000 kg 

Engine 

Packard 
Gold Cup 
6-cylinder 
725cl 



by 'kamikazi' drivers. In this way the Chinese daringly 
prepared, well before the famous Japanese aircraft pilots, 
to carry out one of the most spectacular and tragic 
actions of the war. 

The account of the suicide operations of these Chinese 
racing torpedoes still belongs to die secret history of the 
war. But this desperate attempt probably never went 
beyond the experimental stage. One fact though is 
certain: in spring 1937, the Ventnor boatyard delivered 
only 12 of the 13 ordered. A payment problem, hiding 
perhaps a diplomatic problem, saved the remaining hull 
from a one-way voyage to the Far East. 

During summer of the same year, the champion Jack 
Rutherford was searching for a new raccboat. His aim 
was to win the President's Cup 
held at Washington on the 
difficult Potomac river. The only 
boat available based on the 
uncontestable Apel patent had 
been relegated to the back of a 
hangar, waiting for an eventual 
Chinese reclaim. Rutherford, 
whose means and talent were 
well known to the boatyard, obtained the machine, 
which was then fitted with a 6-cylinder Packard 'Gold 
Cup' engine of 10 litres. Having barely tested his new 
mount, baptised Juno, Rutherford broke the speed 
record in his category with over 136 km/h for the mile. 
Soon after, he stayed in the lead from start to finish of 
the Cup race, ahead of an elite of American powerboat 
racing enthusiasts. His victory was without appeal and 
he averaged a new race speed record of 104 km/h. 

FROM ROOSEVELT TO MUSSOLINI 

During the summer of 1938, Rutherford made a 
triumphant tour of Italy. Powerboating was very popular 
in Fascist Italy. II Duce's own nephew was often at the 
controls of powerful record-breaking hydroglidcrs. Juno 
won victory after victory and at Venice pinched the 
coveted Mussolini Trophy away from the Italians. 

Returning to the United States, Juno pursued her 
career until the Japanese bombing of Pearl Harbor. 

After World War II, Juno had carried on her racing 
career but at a much lower status, being used less and 
less before being stored on Lake George, NY. 



If a hull were found, he 
promised to release a 
precious Packard Gold 
Cup engine to complete it 



First, her precious 725 C.I. original Packard Gold 
Cup engine had been removed and replaced by a 12-litre 
V8 Hispano Suiza aero engine, then a Chrysler V8, then 
no engine at all. This was the point at which a rebirth 
became feasible due to an encounter and a challenge. 

Peter Kreissle of Florida has been a hydroplane fan 
since his youngest days. While still a schoolboy, he 
persuaded his father Jack to attend the first historical 
Gold Cup festival in Detroit in the early 1980s. In the 
pits park, he spoke with an old man called Charlie F 
Grafflin, former riding mechanic in the Gold Cup in the 
1930s and employee of the late Horace Dodge, multi- 
million-dollar owner and driver of many famous 
raccboats. One of Grafflin's specialities had been to build 
and tune Packard Gold Cups. 

The young Kreissle learned 
that some of these old and 
precious engines had ended up 
in Grafflin's hands and were still 
in storage at Daytona's 
Speedway museum. Grafflin 
promised that if Kreissle were to 
find an original Ventnor hull, he 
would release one to complete the boat. A few years 
later, Peter Kreissle spotted a classified ad for an old 
three-pointer, engineless - Juno, nearly abandoned. They 
got the boat, then Grafflin's Packard. 

The boat, always stored under cover, proved fairly 
complete apart from engine and transmission. The hull 
had no rot but all glued parts had to be carefully 
disassembled, cleaned and glued up again. After many 
months of hard surgical work, Juno was back to her 
original configuration, the black enamelled valve cover 
of her Packard decorated with the name of the man who 
made it possible, Capt Chas Grafflin. From the mid- 
1990s, Juno became the star of many classic raceboat 
meetings, from Florida to New York, driven by the 
famous father-and-son Kreissle team and winning several 
'best of show' awards. 

Juno is currently on loan to the Antique Boat Museum 
in Clayton (NY), hanging from the ceiling in the Gold 
Cup Building. Her Packard Gold Cup engine is 
temporarily removed and is being rebuilt again to even 
higher standards than when the boat was first restored. 
She will be back to one of the next Antique Boat regattas. • 




The Apels were 
also waterski 
manufacturers; in 
1936, they 
patented their 
first three-pointer 
boat after adding 
waterskis to a 
hydroplane hull 
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Voyages 



AZORES AND BACK PART 1 THE DREAM 

'Why not enter the AZAB?' 

As both he and his boat - a 31ft J Francis Jones cruiser-racer 
- approached significant anniversaries, Gordon Buchanan 
thought he'd found a suitable way to celebrate 



With the rapid approach of her 
half-century I felt it appropriate 
to celebrate Tantina IPs 
anniversary. Launched in 1961 
as a cruiser-racer to a design 
by J Francis Jones, she was 
beautifully built by RA Newman of Poole. 

She is 31ft (9.5m) overall, narrow at just over 8ft 
(2.4m) and draws some 6ft (1.8m). Although heavy by 
today's standards, she has looked after me in all sorts of 
conditions right up to a North Atlantic Force 1 1. While 
not comfortable in that, she has proved to be a good sea 
boat many times over. My log shows over 50,000 miles, 
from Shetland to Brittany, much of it single-handed. 

Like many long-time 
wooden boat owners, I have 
intimate knowledge of just 
about every nut, bolt and 
timber, or, more commonly, 
the replacement of such items! 

As I too am heading rather 
too rapidly for a significant 
birthday, my thoughts turned 
to an idea that for some time 
had been confusing any sound 

thinking I might have had. Why not enter the Azores and 
Back Race? 

Held every four years, the race is open to both solo 
and dual-handed sailors. Dreaming in a winter evening 
when wanned by both a good fire and an even better 
dram suggested that a solo trip would be just the thing to 
celebrate both birthdays. 

In a fit of misguided confidence, I sent off my cheque 
for the entry fee. Little did I know just what I was letting 
myself in for; modern long-distance racing is not cheap if 
all the safety regulations are to be met. 

My history with Tantina II started well before I 
bought her in July 1 982. 1 crewed on her for a number 
of years - although sailing at that time was generally 
restricted to racing round the cans with the occasional 
longer race to Ireland. This lasted until the then owner 




decided to sell her, and although sorry that my crcwing 
would end, 1 was able to introduce another friend who, 
unlike me, was sufficiently in funds to be able to buy her. 

Some years later, while watching the antics in the 
Crinan Canal sea lock, a hail caught my attention. It was 
the buyer of Tantina II on board his new motor boat. 
While waiting for the lock to fill wc chatted for a while, 
and naturally our conversation included Tantina. My 
interest immediately quickened when told that she would 
be on the market as soon as her owner returned from 
his cruise. Fortunately, a beseeching chat with my bank 
manager was all that stood between me and ownership. 

She was lying undercover at Troon when I bought 
her in late July, so in order to get some sailing before 

the season's end, a 
"Modem long- frantic week's work 

followed before 
launching. Having 
forgotten about her 
very quirky handling 
under power (due 
in part to an offset 
propeller), my 
departure from 
Troon Marina must 

have been a source of great hilarity. 

The following weeks saw almost constant use of 
the boat and the growth of an ever-lengthening list of 
jobs to be done. The first was the fitting of a new diesel 
engine, the ever-present smell of petrol, particularly when 
heeled, being rather alarming. Complete rewiring, and 
the fitting of a new propeller and shaft were amongst the 
many jobs, but a complete strip of the outside paint and 
varnish showed a beautifully built hull in perfect order. 

About then I completed the Round Britain Race in a 
friends' boat, and if proof of die vagaries of die ageing 
human mind were ever needed, I have obviously forgotten 
the promise I'd made to myself never ever to do anything 
like it again. Surely the Azores will be calmer and warmer? 
Next month: Preparing for the race - repairs, beefing her 
up and meeting the regs 



distance racing is 
not cheap if all the 
safety regulations 
are to be met" 



TANTINA II 

LENGTH OVERALL 

31ft 6in (9.6m) 

LENGTH WATERLINE 

22ft 6in (6.9m) 

BEAM 

8ft 2in (2.5m) 

DRAUGHT 

6ft (1.8m) 

DISPLACEMENT 

4.24 tons 

SAIL AREA: 

451sqft (42m 2 ) 



HYyi o .... 

ATLANTIC 
ISLANDS 




Time to study the pilot 
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ONBOARD 



Carefree 
careen in 



What makes a good careening beach? 
How to get her over, and back? 
Justin Ruthven-Tyers has the answers 
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1 



Gently 
sailing in 
to take the 
ground 



2 



Haul over 



I Use a clear 
beach - 
remove large 
stones in 
advance 



Careening your vessel - driving her onto 
a suitable beach and laying her over so 
that you can work on her hull - is an 
economical and possibly convenient 
alternative to the marina and the boat 
hoist. Occasionally it may also become 
essential, if some emergency arises. It's certainly a 
scamanlikc thing to do, provided you know what's 
involved, and make adequate preparations. 

And it's comforting to know the boat can stand it - a 
wooden boat was probably built for it. Once upon a 
time there was no alternative to careening; some boats 
were beached as part of their daily routine. Even today 
most yachts should withstand the stresses imposed on 
their hulls and rigging by drying out on their side. 

THE IDEAL CAREENING BEACH 
What you are looking for, ideally, in a beach is an 
area of clean, stone-free sand. In a fix you could use a 
shingle beach, but sand is kinder on your paint, wood, 
or gelcoat. Mud, although soft on your hull, is dirty, 
unpleasant and possibly dangerous as you work around 
your vessel on foot. Consider too whether the beach is 



exposed to swell. If your boat pounds as she takes the 
ground - even gently - it will leave you wracked with 
anxiety while you wait for the lifting tide to return. If the 
wind is expected to be onshore, consider whether there 
is much fetch, and whether waves curling onto the beach 
would be similarly unwelcome. 

Visit your proposed beach on foot if possible - 
preferably at low water on the day before you intend to 
use it - and select a suitable spot for grounding. If the 
beach is littered with large pebbles here and there, find 
the cleanest part and lift all the stones in the vicinity 
- say, 20ft (6m) either side of your proposed spot. We 
don't bother with stones less than the size of a child's fist. 

You'll be surprised how close to the high water mark 
you get when you take the ground so it is this area that 
you need to tidy up. Then mark your cleared area well 
by placing some driftwood or similar up on the beach 
above the high water mark so that you can find your 
spot easily the next day, when the high tide has hidden it. 

Still at low water, spy out any hazards shown on 
your chart - you will be approaching in shallow water - 
and get a feci for any useful transits to help you as you 
approach. Imagine what the scene will be at high water. 
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Now might be a good time to put a kedge anchor into 
the sand, and buoy it, ready to make it fast to the stern 
to keep the bow pointing directly to the beach. 
You could use your engine to the same effect - prop 
wash against a hard-over rudder will allow you to steer 
the stern even though she is aground at the bow. You 
may choose to lie parallel with the beach, of course, 
though if the beach slopes away, she will be more 
inclined to lie mast-down to seaward, and harder to 
encourage to lie the other way, risking filling before she 
floats. But any trees ashore will make a perfect "kedge' 
for hauling your vessel over toward the beach. 

TIDAL RANGE 

Compare the height of high water for the tide on which 
you plan to dry out with the succeeding one on which 
you intend to lift off; make sure that the second will be 
higher than the first. Take into account other effects on 
tidal heights such as wind direction and atmospheric 
pressure. When you careen, wait for the tide to fall for 
an hour or so before running her in. During that hour 
the tide will have fallen 1/1 2th of its range, extending the 
guarantee that you will lift on the next tide. 



If you touch the ground an hour after high water, 
you'll probably lift about an hour before the next high 
water. But since you've got an idle hour, you could 
calculate it to the minute using a tidal graph - those 
seldom-used constructions printed immediately under 
the primary port constants in the almanac. Provided you 
kept a note of the time you touched. 



GETTING HER OVER ON THE CHOSEN SIDE 
To ensure she lies down on the side of your choice, extra 
weight on deck or the boom boused outboard with the 
some weight dangling from it may do. If you plan to 
beach your vessel under sail, leaving the sails up may be 
enough to ensure she blows over to the lee - perfect if 
that's the side you want her. Or you may need a kedge 
laid well off her beam, its cable attached to a halyard so 
that you can pull on it via a block sited well up the mast. 

We find it pays to give a heave on the kedge (set 
30m or so off the beam) every few minutes from quite 
early on in the drying out process. I believe this helps to 
manipulate the sand under the keel - and little by little 
she takes a list in the desired direction. 
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A perfect 
day to get to 
work on the 
beach 
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Drying out 
on a grid 

BYNIKI PERRYMAN 



For classic racing yachts, especially 
metre-boat types, careening on a 
beach can be risky. If your planking is 
soft - as many lightweight timbers 
are - at best you may end up with a 
fossil record of the beach imprinted 
on your hull; at worst lying on the 
bilge can inflict major structural 
damage. Careening a 1930s gaffer 
some years ago, we broke every 
plank-to-floor fastening amidships. 

The alternative is to stand against 
a grid (aka 'careening piles') - less 
alarming than laying your boat over 
on the sand, but not without pitfalls. 

If the grid is perpendicular to the 
tidal flow, beware of careening on the 
upstream side. The force of the ebb 
can push your keel in towards the 
grid, causing the boat to heel away 
from it and maybe fall over when the 
tide goes out. 

Upstream or downstream, it's a 
good idea to induce a slight list 
towards the grid by placing 




something heavy like a water-can on TAKE NOTE 

the side deck. How much weight you The UK has no 

need depends on the stability and plans to introduce 

displacement of your boat. a hull scrubbing 

ban or licence 

AVOID TOO MUCH LIST system such as 

Too much of a list is a problem, is now in place in 

though. As the water level drops and parts of Europe, 

the boat leans heavily on her fenders, says the RYA. 

they will compress, exaggerating the However, in 

angle. The weight of a leaning boat many parts of 

can bend stanchions, crack a bulwark the world it's 

or remove a rubbing strip. illegal to scrub 

If your boat has too much list as off antifouling 

she takes the ground, run a masthead on a beach or 

halyard some distance away to a grid. In other 

fixed point (or an anchor) abeam and places, you can 

pull the boat vertical. Do it quickly scrub, but it's 

while there's still plenty of water illegal to apply 

under the bilge. Once vertical, chock fresh paint, 

the boat away from the grid, with a Fines can be 

fender-board and extra fenders. hefty, so do 

When tying to a careening grid, check local 

keep your lines as long as possible, restrictions first, 
and tie them just above the high 



water mark so the boat can fall and 
rise on the tide without needing 
constant adjustment. Once the boat 
has landed, tie a safety line from 
your mast across to the grid as high 
as you can reach. This will prevent 
the boat falling away from the grid if 
anyone walks down the side deck or 
the wind gets up on the beam. 

If you're careening for more than 
one tide and may be asleep or absent 
when your boat retakes the ground, 
hang heavy (non-floating) weights 
halfway along her bow and stern 
lines. The constant tension holds the 
boat in against the grid so she lands 
in the correct position. 

In order to scrub or paint the 
bottom of the keel, we usually 
stand Siandra on wooden blocks. 
These are a little wider than her 
keel, with holes at each end for 
retaining lines. Any timber will do, 
but a sinking hardwood is easier to 
handle underwater. Swim the 
blocks down the stem and into 
position, while a crewmember on 
deck handles the lines. 

Once you're happy with the 
position of the blocks, firm up the 
lines to prevent them shifting 
underway as you approach the grid. 
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Sun sinks, 
she rises 



When I feel sure the water has fallen far enough for 
her to go over (but not so far that she'll thump onto the 
sand) I jump into the dinghy and row out to where I can 
grab the kedge cable as it emerges from the water; then 
I haul myself back along it toward the boat, hand over 
hand, until I am hanging from it like washing on a line. 
Dramatically, noiselessly, the masthead arcs through the 
sky and she falls over to float quietly on one side. 

Because the kedge cable rises at such a steep angle 
there is a danger of breaking the anchor out of the sea 
bed; but hanging from it in this way reduces the catenary 
markedly, and helps keep the anchor firmly planted. 

Hitch the rudder amidships, by the way. It will want 
to hinge down toward the sand, and may well become 
strained if it grounds whilst the boat is still going over. 

Later, take the kedge astern and plant it where it 
will help you get back out to deep water when you lift - 
especially if the wind is blowing onto the beach. 

ERROR CORRECTION 

In the unlikely event that you have made a few mistakes 
- let us suppose your vessel went ashore at dead high 
water; that you were doing eight knots at the time, 



slightly damaging a beach hut in the process; and that 
the next high water will actually be lower than this one 
- don't worry, there arc still some things you can do to 
prevent a prolonged stay. 

• Dig a channel in the sand immediately astern of the 
keel, and running aft. 

• Lighten the vessel by emptying water tanks etc. 

• Set out a stern anchor, bed it firmly and winch it in till 
the warp sings. 

• Take a tow from a powcrfully-cngincd vessel warped 
close astern; not only the strain but the scouring effect 
of her prop wash will help - if you're on sand. 

• While straining, induce a sideways effort at the bow 
or stern to unstick the keel. 

• While straining, have an assisting vessel send bow 
waves onto the beach. 

In conclusion, if you arc considering careening for 
the first time, pick a still day in a quiet spot, with lots of 
crew; choose a big spring tide; arrive late so that you'll 
leave early. Make time for a beach barbecue, and if it's 
a sunny day you will remember it pleasantly, and won't 
hesitate to perform again and again this challenging, 
exciting, and money-saving facet of boating life. © 
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Ventilator Glazed Gunmetal 




£189.49 

A versatile gunmeta 
veil wilh 2 glazed 
segments in the top 
admitting both light 
and air. Fitted with "T" 
handle. 

Inside dia 1 14mm, 
Flange dia I78rnm, 
Heighl 65mm 



DA2452-GM 



Copper Nails and Roves 

We carry a large selection of flal head and rose 
head copper nails from 1 4 Gauge to 4 Gauge 
5/8 Inch lo 6 Inch. Please see our website for 
more del oils 



£3.50 
Per 100 
Grams 

DA5071 



Gunmetal Open Top Cleat 



IMIini-OM-IU) 


4"x7." 


£16.49 


DA107KIM-1Z1 


5"x I" 


£20.99 


DA 078-OM- : " 


6" x 1 V." 


£24.99 



f Chatham Enduro G2 Deck 
Mens Shoe £63.99 

Premium pullup 
leathers 
Recyclable 
rubber sole 
Moccasin 
construction 
Hand stitched 
Rust proof eyelets! 
Rot proof thread 
Contoured insole | 
2 Year Guarantee 
CHG2D706-DI6I, 



Galvanised 
Rowlock 
& Socket 

Sold singularly 

also available 
in gunmetal 





IJA1042-GA-50-HI 


2" x V." 


£5.49 




2"x Si" 


£7.99 


I>V«! I'> >' 


2 '/." x '/■" 


£9.49 


l>Alln:!-GA-()2-I2 


2 14" x 14" 


£15.99 


I)AII»2<1A*M6 


2 i4"x 5 /." 


£17.99 


IJA1IM2-GA-75-I9 


3"xK" 


£24.49 



Sorensen £234.99 
Ships's Lamp 

This lamp is typical of those 
used aboard the greal 
sailing ships of the late 1 9th 
century. 

The present design of the 
Ship's lamp was re-introduced 
in 1989 as the "100 year lamp" 
{ 1 00 year anniversary of Dan- 
ish ESSOJ. 

The lamp is fully gimballed Ihus 
allowing it to be used in heavy 
seas. Hand polished and 
lacquered brass. 
Burning time is approx. 9 hours. 



Galvanized Fisherman's Anchor 



■ Traditional 
patlern in 
galvanised iron. 

" Folding stock 
makes for easy 
stowage on 
board. 




Complete Deepframe 
Gunmetal Decklight 

Designed to bring natural light below decks. 

these prisms are 
solid glass with 
bronze frame 
suitable for Ihin 
decks. 

Also available wilh 
flat frames and 
rebated glass for 
thick decks. 




l)A24ia-GM-22J 


9x3" 


£88.99 


I1A24I4-GM-25II 


10 x 3W 


£124.99 
£148.99 


DA2414-GM-MIO 


12x4" 



Reeds Nautical Almanac 
201 1 +Free storage case 

£29.99 



REEDS 

■i 2011 




£1 

KHALM02- 



The indispensable 
trusted annual com- 
pendium of navigation-] 
al data tor yachtsmen 
and motor boaters 



■JSk 




I)A25WWjA4I2 


2 lb 


£28.49 


UA2WIH3AJH 


41b 


£37.99 


IJA2MS-OA4I6 


61b 


£43.99 


UA2565-GA-07 
DA2565-GA-I0 


7 lb 
101b 


£61.99 
£79.99 









Secumar Ultra AX Plus 150N\ 
Auto Lifejacket with Harness 

£124.99 

SXI375I 

\l«lt In 




Top quality comfort and safety 
Extra flal, smorl design for exlra comfort and 
freedom of movement and fully equipped 
wilh bayonet fixing gas bollle. inspection 
window, crotch strap, click front buckle. 
emergency light, sprayhoodand 




£19.49 



Deck Filler Brass 



Comes in polished 
brass, and also 
available in chrome 
plaled brass. The top 
is marked either diese 
or water as 
appropriate and the 
spigot is long enough 
to accept double 
clamped flexible pipe. 



? 



[IAII7IC-HR 
l>A(l70l-HR-.tG 
IM070I-BR-32 



Man 




lyunfneiQi aifigie jwivei 
Stand-up Cheek Deck Lead 

£85.49 

" Sheave size: 2" x V»"(50 x 10mm) 
" Rope/ wire diameter: up to 6mm 



Teak Wonder Dressing Sealer 
1 Litre 

Will keep the splendid 
golden appearance 
without having to wash 
teak every day with 
fresh water. Appling this 
silicon based product 
seals the pores of the 
wood thus prevening 
the penetration of 
the dusl and dirl that 
darken it. and also 
protects the natural 

International Cruiser Uno 
Antifoul 3.0 Litre 

Cruiser Uno is ideal for 
boat owners who want to 
get the antifoul job over 
and done with os fast as 
possible. Cruiser Uno is 
compatible with most an- 
tifouling types if you have 
any doubt, apply a primer 
first or just give us a call or 
email. It is possible to apply 
and launch the boat on 
the same day. 




Traditional Tools: 

12" Bent Scraper 

" Length 300mm. 
blade wtdlh 70mm. 
DAU60- £8.99 



DA9460-GM-50 



£67.49 





Straight Sharp Caulking Iron 
" Carbon sleel. comfortable to 
use tor long periods 
DA156I - £62.99 



12" Straight Scraper 
" 300mm wooden handle 
" Length 300mm. blade 
width 70mm 

DAI462- £15.99 




Single Ash Block 

* Heavy gauge stainless steel bindings 

* High quality ash shell, varnished 

* Tufnol sheaves to help prevent wear and 
improve control 

* Simple to 
maintain, by 
removing one 
machine screw to 
allow whole block 
to be taken apart. 



< 




DAIKilttAHJVU 


S-lOlllIll 


£52.99 : 


I!AtKi!0-AH-l«8 


10- 1 2mm 


£56.49 


I1A061OAH.I00 


I2-I4mw 


£59.99 



Varnol (GJ0CO) 

A iraditional Norwegian Varnishing Oil. Half 
varnish, half oil. The besl of both worlds - a 
beautiful oiled-wood finish, or a hard-wearing 
high gloss - bolh from the same container. 

BDVARNOL 
1 litre 

£16.99 

BDVARNOL25 
2.5 lilrcs 

£44.99 



Speedy Stitcher Sewing Kit 

This very useful tool is basically £12. 99 
a hand sewing machine. It is suitable for most 
fabrics ond leather. Supplied with a bobbin of 
waxed thread, one slraight needle and one 
bent needle. 




MG Duff Zinc Hull Anodes 

MD30O774-ZD77 Pear Anode £28.99 

£59.99 
£14.99 



AM90806 - ZD78B Long Anode 
AM908IO-ZD56Disc 




To help prevent 
corrosion to propellers, 
slkin fittings etc. 
in salt water. 




Davey Hot Pot Solid Fuel Stove 

£449.99 

* Cast iron construction 
for good heat radiation. 

" Infinite air intake 
adjustment to conlrol 
heal output. 

* Positive latch front 
door for exlra security. 

|' Flexible installation 
using standard inex 



pensive gas pipe, 
fblue band 2.5') 
|" Dimensions: H 17.75" x 
D 9.25" 




Wempe Senator Barometer - 

Chrome Prom £765.99 
The Wempe Senator series is an especially eye catching 
range, made in hand-cast brass, polished and chrome- 
plaled. There are 3 instruments within this range, which would 
create that distinctive, executive look in any galley. The 
Senator Precise Barometer; which has a double chamber 
and a distinctive opening; to view the mechanical 
movements of the barometer and the Senalor Hygrometer: 
with integrated thermometer dial. 




Wempe Regatta 
Range Chrome 

From £275.99 
The Regatta range is a 
sleek and stylish 
collection of instruments 
with a hint of individuality 
Each of these instruments 
ort» available in both chrome 
or gold plated. 



Werr.pe Cup Porthole 
Ship's Clock - Brass s 

From £23 1 .99 MlBi 
The Cup series consists of 
a porlhole ship's clock with 
battery-powered quartz 
movement, a barometer, 
and a comfortmeler. Available 
in polished brass, chrome-plated 
or matte nickel-plated. 



MarineStore 



marlnestore.co.uk 




www. r 1 1 U 1 1 II t?5 IUICCO.UK G nT/ oV\i ™ 
FREE DELIVERY ON ORDERS OVER £100 01621 854280 

Shipways. North St. Maldon Essex, CM9 5HQ. Other stores at Bumham-on-Crouch, West Mersea and Waltonon-the-Naze 
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Adrian Morgan 




Weather... or not 

Ullapool defeats the Met Office - though they won't admit it 



You will be pleased (or not) to hear that I think 
I have finally got the Met Office's measure. Up 
here we get weather like nowhere else, but then 
who doesn't? And if only the Met Office would accept 
that fact and stop trying to predict what is going to 
happen next, we would all be much happier. 

Take last Thursday, for example. Seeking some sort 
of clue as to Friday's weather, I fired up their five-day 
forecast, to be informed (via dinky little icons) that it 
was going to be a cracking spring day; bit of west in 
the wind to start with, then veering SSE by midday and 
dropping away to nothing by 
nightfall. Not too cold either. 

A couple of hours later, 
to confirm the wisdom of 
breaking out a clean T-shirt 
and summer trousers and 
dusting off the flip-flops, I had 
another look. Deep gloom: now the Met Office was 
predicting sleet, light rain and (horrors) heavy snow by 
mid-afternoon. The wind, rather than southeast, was 
more like a bitter north-northeasterly. Hopes then cruelly 
dashed, T-shirt back in drawer, flip-flops undusted. 

Next morning at 7am, praise the Lord! After a dodgy 
start, according to the Met Office the sun was indeed 
due for an appearance by mid-afternoon. All threat of 




"Bored, he starts to 
fiddle with his little 
box of sticky icons" 



heavy snow, and cold northcastcrlics 
was banished. T-shirt retrieved, flip- 
flops again at standby. And (joy!) by 
lunchtimc the sun would be out. 

Then I began to see a pattern. 
First, because the Met Office, or 
rather its mega-computer, hasn't a 
clue, they predict any old weather, 
and to make us feel better, the nice 
woman who runs the morning 
shift (whose mum comes from 
Stornoway) tends to make it good 
weather, to cheer us up. She knows 
it is not nice living north of the back 
end of beyond compared to sitting 
at a computer in a cosy weather 
centre down in the West Country). 

Then the afternoon shift comes 
in and a new forecaster plonks 
himself down at his screen. Bored, 
he starts to fiddle with the little 
box of sticky icons that depict sun, 
sunny intervals, light rain, heavy 
snow, sleet etc. "Sunny intervals?" 
he snarls. "In Ullapool? What was 
that woman thinking? It's always 
horrible up there," (remembering 
an awful summer holiday years ago 
when he and his sister fought like 
cats and dogs for a week while it 
poured cats and...). 
"Let's give them a little snow, and make it cold, much 
colder. Wind? What do you reckon? WNW, veering NW, 
then SE? Force 1 to 6? Cover all the bases. It is, after 
all, notoriously changeable up there in the frozen north, 
beyond the reach of Sky TV," says he, with a wolfish 
grin. "And who will complain?" 

Me, for a start, with a volley of emails like hailstones, 
supported by documentary evidence from their own 
website which, over the course of 12 hours, has predicted 
everything from a warmish spring day, with sunshine, 
through showers to sleet and heavy snow. Every wind 
direction, aside from a frankly unlikely warm southerly, 
has been suggested, at strengths from 0 to 1 9mph. It is as 
if someone is being gratuitously beastly to Ullapool. 

Given that the weather is so changeable up here, 
why are the Met Office forecasts so categorical, giving 
a misleading impression of an accuracy which is only 
possible a few hours in advance? Pretty safe bet by then; 
hardly a forecast. 

OK, it is now lunchtimc on Friday, let's see what is 
happening outside. Right, it is blowing I I mph from the 
west and, yes, it's sleeting, hard. Now it's heavy snow. 
Sun? You must be joking. Should have stuck to that late 
Thursday forecast. Never mind, I'll call you, and you can 
rustle dirough that box of little icons and stick them on 
the map, quickly. But I could be fibbing... C» 
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WOOD BOATBUILDING 
YACHT RESTORATION 




l< I 13 U I L D I N G 

AMORITA 

NY- JO 



929 flanders road, mystic, ct 06 5 55 
tel 860- 5 72-77 1 0 



■ 



Lutwick's 

BOAT BUILDING & REPAIR - Since 1984 



Continuing The Craft of Wooden 
Boat Building in Nova Scotia. 

• New yacht design & construction 

• Restoration of vintage yachts (IOD) 

• Yacht interiors 

• Sailing skiffs and rowing craft 

• New mast & rig construction 

• Custom wooden mast hoops 

• Wooden skylights & hatches 




LUTWICKYACHTS.COM • TEL: 1 902 624-9008 
Mahone Bay • Nova Scotia Canada 



IWV5/V 



Keep your batteries in tip top condition 



BATTERY MONITOR 



lC3V 



DISCHARGE 



,1 1B A 



© © © © 




Clipper BM-1 

Available in 1 2 & 24V 

£105.00 incVAT 




New Solar Panels 

Semi flexible solar panels. 
Just 3.5mm thin. Our weather 
proof panels are tough enough 
to withstand being stepped on 
when wearing soft soled shoes 

10W £65.00 inc VAT 
20W £119.00 inc VAT 



Worlds best selling marine 

battery monitors 




BM-1 Compact 

£104.50 inc VAT 




New Cabin Light 

4 Watt surface mount 
luminaire with 48 ultra 
bright leds 320mA @ 12V 



£29.50 inc VAT 



www.nasamarine.com for full details 
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Lazarette 



Dahon folding bike 

We love this Mu-Uno aluminium folding bike 
from Dahon. For big marinas 
or riding down canal 
paths it's ideal and 
Dahon has become 
the marque of 
choice among 
blue-water 
cruising folk. 
With its 20in 
wheels It's not the 
smallest folding 
bike around but the 
advantage is a comfy 
ride and better tracking - 
you can even ride it: 'Look, no hands'! Ours 
has mudguards - which add nothing to its 
221b (10kg) weight and help in wet 
months - and a rack. Folding takes a 
simple 10 seconds. Features include a 
Dutch-style back brake, which keeps 
such things out of the way of knocks, 
and a nifty pump housed in the saddle 
post. It's also a great price at just under 
£400. www.zyro.co.uk 




Sailing hard hat 

Being clunked on the side of the head by the 
boom is an occupational hazard of 
sailing. The solution is simple 
- the Safasail, a sailing cap 
that incorporates a 
hard-hat shell (and 
some foam padding) 
- but it took a dinghy 
man, ex-XOD sailor Tom 
Tait, to come up with it. 
Hats are adjustable and 
a short-peak version is 
available. Embroidery with 
class logo is an option. Price 
around £18. Email sales@safasail. 
co.uk or call Tom on: +44 (0)1243 512088 




Collapsible kettle 



Determined to stretch the boundaries of 
what else can possibly be collapsible, the 
inventive minds at Wacky Practicals 
have unveiled a kettle that pops 
down to the size of a fat table 
tennis bat. Silicon sides and 
a stainless-steel bottom 
enable it to stand up to full 
flame and there's no 
nasty taste after a first 
boil. The handle locks to 
hold the lid in place and the 
silicon holds the heat for a lasting 
cuppa long after the heat has been 
turned off. £29.99 www.wackypracticals.co.uk 




Natural waterproofing oil 

Made mostly from beeswax and jojoba oil, Renapur is a 
natural waterproofing that cleans and nourishes leather 
and protects it from the elements. It's also non-greasy and 
non-smelly so it can be used on seat leather as well as 
many other uses (fly fishermen use it on their tackle) The 
£12 pot should do about 500 pair of shoes and anyone who 
has been to any boat show where they wipe it on every 
shoe that walks past will attest that this stuff is really pretty 
good. £12 www.renapur.com 
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Leather Balsam 





Anti-seasickness glasses 

This strange looking contraption. Boarding Ring anti 
motion sickness glasses, 'seems' to work. A bit. The idea 
being the liquid inside the tubes keeps your brain fooled 
that you're stationary. We put a classical guitarist in an 
unstable rowing boat in a lumpy sea. Half an hour with, 
half without and he reported a marked improvement in 
his seasickness. So, based on this particularly unscientific 
experiment we can only recommend you try it for 
yourself. £49.99. www.guycotten.co.uk 
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10-12 June 2011 



Take to th« water 
at B«a(« Park - 
show u/i'th something 
for* «wryon« 





s. i_ puffin 




,y ocaiaimy i>i a ■ i, piuo iuii iui an 11 ic laiimy 

from FREE boat trips to crafts and displays, . 
and so much more... so why not get 

afloat and have a go! \^ 

rig on 'jib bsuitei oi iha F0!/3f Tttsui^ Bbsiib P-ubte 7 siss/a J£ik=> & noma :o sin a^cdilf^j day oul 



Boats to try and buy T Talks & demonstrations T Displays on the lake T Food court & licensed bar 



lO\N 




Friday 



& saturdav 



toam 
Sunday 

5pm 





For further information, show prices and advanced bookings visit: 
www.bealeparkboatshow.co.uk or call 0118 976 7498 

Beale Park, Lower Basildon, Reading, Berkshire, RG8 9NH 



ONBOARD 



Books 



REVIEW 



Arthur Ransome 
Master Storyteller 



BY ROGER WARDALE 



This was the second biography of 
Ransome to be published in a year, 
following followed Roland 
Chambers' The Last Englishman of 
late 2009. This is a very different 
book though; lavishly produced with 
many colour photos from Wardale's 
lifelong pursuit of Ransome's haunts, 
in the Lake District, the Norfolk 
Broads and elsewhere. 

hi his 12 Swallows and Amazons 
books Ransome captured the spirit of 
the quintessential English children's 
holiday of the 1 930s; taking steam 
trains north into the impossibly pretty 
cottage landscape of the English 
Lakes, sailing small clinker wooden 
dinghies and camping adventures 
which conferred an almost tribal 
identity -children still love them. 

Wardale's more contemporary 
pictures show many of the places 
which influenced Ransome and show 
how little has changed in those parts 
of the realm. 





He uses Ransome's own archive, Ransome towing 

including photos, as well as papers of Fairway under the 

those close to him to look at how each railway bridge at 

book, chronologically, was written. Potter Heigham on 

This book is a homage to one of the the River Thurne 

language's greatest children's writers, in 1934 
but shows too how hard Ransome 



worked to achieve the perfection for 
which he is credited. It's less political 
than Chambers" book and more about 
how a love of landscape inspired that 
extraordinary series. DMH 

Great Northern Books 2010. £16.99 



CLASSIC BOOKSHELF 

SOpfcini HO by Patrick ellam & colin mudie 

It's hard to know what's better: the story of this 20ft dinghy (albeit with 
a cabin) sailing across the Atlantic with a crew of two men and a toy 
elephant - or the whimsical tone it is told in by Patrick Ellam, with the 
occasional comment by Colin Mudie. It was in 1949 that Patrick Ellam 
comissioned a boat from Laurent Giles to prove his theory that crossing 
oceans is better done in small boats, able to float 
over the waves rather than ploughing through them. 
With Colin Mudie as crew, he proved the point, 
leaving Plymouth and arriving in New York 16 
months later, via the Bay of Biscay. 

The final chapter - 'The Technical Side' - is a 
riveting argument in favour of the small. And in 
between, their adventures in their ports of call, 
I including a mugging in Cuba (thoroughly enjoyed 
by both parties) and meeting Hemingway, are a 
delight. This year is the 60th since Ellam's 
founding of the Junior Offshore Group. SMH 




This edition, pub Grafton Books 1986. with a cover 
painting by Geoff Hunt, cost £10 on amazon.co.uk 



DVD 

ZEB - Schooner Life 

This is a bit different. It's a documentary 
biopic of one of Martha's Vineyard's 
more colourful characters. Zeb Tilton, 
master of the 1863 Norwalk schooner 
Alice S Wentworth. worked her up and 
down the American eastern seaboard 
from 1906 until well into the 1940s. 

Zeb was a tall man with large hands 
and afflicted by a cross eye who chose 
to make sailing his trade well beyond 
the time when most had motorized 
their craft and hung up their 
marlinespikes. He became a legend 
in the local ports and made his 
schooner, already described as the 
"sweetest lined schooner of New England" doubly famous. 

In looking at some of the highlights of the adventurous Zeb's 
life the film charts the end of the vibrant era of trading under sail 
which was being romanticised even as it ended. DMH 

Dir Gordon Massingham. 2008-10. run time 83 minutes. Derek 
Lawrence Productions. . $17.99 +p&P. www.zebtilton.com 
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The Cherub 



BY VANESSA BIRD 



"A! 



boat that can be built in a 
garage and sailed by a pair 
of ordinary human beings 
- fast" was how John Spencer 
envisaged the 12ft (3.6m) dinghy he 
designed in 1951. A keen sailor, he 
wanted a boat to compete in the 
Pennant Class that raced at Auckland, 
New Zealand, open to 12ft dinghies 
with a maximum sail area of lOOsqft. 

Little did he know the impact that 
his design would have on the industry, 
as not only did the 12-footer kick- 
start a very successful design and 
boatbuilding career for the 30-year- 
old architect, it also heralded a new 
era of innovative designs that helped 
put New Zealand on the yachting map. 

Spencer's design was similar in 
style to the 14ft Merlin Rocket, but 
with a hard chine hull, instead of 
round bilges, and a more conservative 
93sqft (8.6m 2 ) of sail. A hard chine 
hull meant it could be built using 
3/1 6in plywood, making the boat 
lighter, cheaper to build and within 
the skills of an amateur boatbuilder, 
for whom it was intended. 

A fellow Pennant Class sailor, Ray 
Early, built the first of the class, 
which he named Cherub. It was the 
first of Spencer's designs to be built 
for anyone other than himself, and 
immediately caused a stir, winning 
many races, including the Auckland 
Dinghy Association Championship. 

CHERUBIC THREAT 

Within eight years, 450 had been 
launched, but New Zealand's 
National Authority saw the Cherub 
as a threat to the well-established IA, 
X and Z classes. However, thanks to 
the enthusiasm of the sailing 
magazine Sea Spray, which promoted 
it heavily, the class flourished. 

By 1 956, interest had spread 
abroad, with the first UK Cherubs, 
the Spencer Mklls, being built by 
McCutcheons of Cowes. By 1 963, 
112 were registered in the UK and it 
was fast becoming one of the leading 
designs of its era. In Australia, the 
first fleets were established in 1960/1. 





Like many designs of this period 
the Cherub is a development class 
and the hull design has changed 
radically over the last 60 years. 

The Wop, built in 19S0, and its 
successor Foreign Affair, both of 
which had boxy hulls, minimal 
rocker; a fine entry and a flat transom, 
proved particularly successful, and 
for a long time few other designs 
were launched in Australia. Today's 
Cherubs echo modern skiff designs, 
with twin trapezes and a huge 
asymmetric spinnaker set on a 9ft 
pole, and built of carbon or GRP 
foam sandwich. 

Spencer's intention was to produce 
a fast boat, and the Cherub is 
certainly that. In 1973, the design 
was credited with being the fastest 
1 2-footer in the world, and it still has 
a reputation for being blisteringly 
fast, achieving speeds of up to 25 
knots. It's quick to rise up on the 
plane, but very tender, too, which 
means that to sail one you need 
agility and quick reactions to avoid 
too much swimming. 

Unlike in many classes, crew 
strength or weight does not dictate 
racing outcome. Instead, it's skill plus 
the continual evolution of the design 
that has made the Cherub as relevant 
and exciting today as it was in 1 95 1 . 

www.uk-cherub.org, www.cherub.org.au 




Above: The Cherub 
dinghy Cupid VIII 
in which Gordon 
Wright, the first 
ever Australian 
Champion in the 
Cherub class, came 
fourth in the 1970 
Cherub World 
Championships. 

THE 
CHERUB 

L0A 

12ft (3.6m) 

LWL 

12ft (3.6m) 

BEAM 

4ft lOin 
(1.5m) 

DRAUGHT 
(C/B DOWN) 

4ft lOin 
(1.3m) 

SAIL AREA 
lOOsq ft 
(9.3m 2 ) 

DESIGNER 

John 
Spencer 



Classnotes 



INFLUENCE 

The Cherub has had a major influence 
on other dinghy designs, particularly 
in Antipodean waters. The 14ft lavelin 
skiff, designed by John Spencer in 
1961, is said to be an enlargement of 
the Cherub. 

INSPIRED DESIGNERS 

As well as bringing New Zealand into 
the forefront of the yachting industry, 
John Spencer inspired several of 
today's most well-known yacht 
designers. As young boys, Ron 
Holland, Bruce Farr and Mark 
Bethwaite all spent time at Spencer's 
boatyard, helping with jobs and 
learning about boats. 

HER NAME 

The name 'Cherub' is said to come 
from Ray Early, the owner of the first 
dinghy, who regularly referred to his 
daughter as 'cherub'. 

SPINNAKER INVENTORS 

The 1976 Cherub Worlds in Australia 
were won by Nicola Bethwaite and her 
brother Julian, who later invented the 
modern asymmetric spinnaker. 

INTERNATIONAL 

There are now fleets of Cherubs in the 
UK, New Zealand, Australia and 
France, with around 3,200 boats 
registered worldwide. 

COSTS 

Cherubs on the second-hand market 
fetch between £500 and £5,500, 
depending on age, design, 
specification and 
condition. Plans for 
home-building are still 
available, and a new 
standard E6 foam 
sandwich Cherub 
from Aardvark 
Technologies in 
Somerset costs 
£7,905. 
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Getting afloat 



DEBEN 4-TONNER 

Inanda 

We're all having small-yacht fantasies 
in the CB office after seeing this 
lovely photo of a Debet) 4-tonner on 
the Suffolk river the class is named after. 
In fact, it was CB's deputy editor who 
snapped the boat while out sailing on 
the Deben. 

Inanda, as this example is named, 
was built in 1949 at the Woodbridge 
yard of Claude Whisstock. It was, in 
fact, Claude who commissioned the 
the lines when, after the great 
depression of the early 1 930s, yacht 
sailing began to take off as a pastime 
at ever)' level of British society. 

The design, initially known as the 
'Whisstock 4-tonner' was soon 
stretched to 23ft (7m) to become the 
Deben 4-tonner and, in 1 947, the 
cabin was brought out to the full 
width of the hull. Inanda, with side 
decks and also built in 1947, is 
presumably one of the last of the 
older style boats, although in fact the 
Deben 4 came in at least four guises. 

In all, 64 were built and in 1951, 
one example was exhibited at the 
Festival of Britain as an example of 
fine Britsh crafstmanship. 




Inanda is currently ashore having 
her spring maintenance - a repaint 
and some interior work this year. 
She's reputed to be in good condition 
other than that. The owner removed 
and overhauled all the rigging and 
fittings in 2007. The Volvo lOhp 
diesel is also said to be recent and in 
good condition. Her dimensions (22ft 



The Deben 4-tonner, 
at home on Suffolk's 
River Deben 



5in/6.8m LOA, 19ft/5.8m LWL, 
7ft/2.1m beam, 3 ft 6in/l. 1 in draught 
and a 900kg iron keel) suggest a 
stout little cruiser of ideal 
temperament for rivers, estuaries and 
coastal cruising. She has three berths. 

Asking £7,750. lying Suffolk, Tel: +44 (0)1621 
859373, www.mjlewisboatsales.com 



HARRISON BUTLER Z4 



Well-loved but outgrown 



The 1930s was an interesting period 
in yachting, not least because it saw 
the first mass production of wooden 
boats. David Hillyard is often 
thought to be the first volume 
builder of class yachts, but there 
were others, including Alfred 
Lockhart who, as Lockhart Marine, 
built at least 52 of these pretty 22ft 
(6.8m) Harrison Butler-designed Z4s. 

Our ad manager Jenny Evanson's 
yacht, Mary Gray, is one of them, 
built in 1939. She's had new floors, 
keel bolts and a rudder in the last two 
years, all carried out, along with 
general maintenance, by Nick Gates in 
Emsworth. Chichester Harbour. 

Her owner describes her as "very 
sound, well loved and well cared- 
for": she has a furling jib, red sails 



and Yanmar 1GM10 in good order. 
The sale of this delightful little 
22-footer is a reluctant one and due 
to a growing family. 

£9.950, Emsworth, Tel +44 (0)7968 
956298, jennyevanson@gmail.com 





LITTLE REEDS 

Pretty lake or river launch 

It's thought Little fleeds was built in the 1950s as a Devon 
fishing boat. She's 19ft 9in (6m) LOA, clinker mahogany on oak. 
Broker Gillian Nahum describes her as "a pretty launch for lake, 
estuary or river". Decks and interior are varnished mahogany 
with chromed fittings. With oak sole and blue cushions, she 
seats eight. New diesel (2008) and replank and repaint in 2010. 

Asking £9,250, lying south-east England 
Tel: +44 (0)1491 578870, www.hscboats.co.uk 
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Boats for sale 



To advertise 
Call Edward Mannering +44 (0)207 349 3194 
Edward.Mannering@chelseamagazines.com 

Copy Deadline for next issue is 25/05/2011 



MURELB 

A Rare Opportunity. Lyle Hess Bristol Channel Cutter 28ft lod 
7 tons GRP hull and deck, Yanmar 2GM, very fully equipped for 
ocean cruising. Lying West Scotland. 

£32300. 

Anthony Ingham. Tel: 01769 560407. 




DREAM OF AROEN 

The Dream of Arden is a Harrison Butler 
design. Built in Australia in 1957. Very good 

and resistant to decay wood was used called 
Jarrah. There are no joints in the planks of 
the hullJeac deck. Cutter rigging, six sails 

available, new winches, electric windlass and 
an autopilot. Long keel (lead). One of the 

very few double ended. Bella engine 22hpt 

Has Halyards Aquadrive which reduces noise 
and vibralion.Very good condition. Lies in 
Pasalimani Pireaus Greece. 

Price 19,000 EU 

For further details please 
email: Vidalisg@iyahoo.gr 




UNIQUE 
OPPORTUNITY! 

Now below Valued Price 
491,000 USD - 297,500 GBP 

A Genuin Colin Archer from The 
Year 1900. Fully Renovated and 
Finished in 2010. 

Price is discounted with 

491,000 USD - 297,500 GBP 

Look at the fantastic website 
www.msswea.se 




HARLEY MEAD GAFF YAWL 1909 

Length 28ft Teak on oak. Major refit 2004/6. Entire new 
centreline and deck. Sails 2006/7. Volvo l-13hp 2006 and 
Maxprop. Four berths, separate heads. Price £22,500 for quick 

sale. Lying Chichester. Call 07714 728840 or 
reynolds@bucksfield.co.uk. 





COLIN ARCHER 

40ft Gaff Ketch, 1978, 
Norway, oak on oak, 
solid leak deck. Saab 
diesel 112hp. Sleeps 7. 
Equipped for ocean 
trips (autopilot, radar, 

self steering wind 
system etc.). Excellent 
condition. Lying Oslo. 

Price £75.000 

Email: 

trulschristiansen@igmail.com 




ELKINS 18 

Traditionally constructed carvel centre plate dayboat circa 
1950 with useful cubby. Extensively renovated, new plywood 
deck, rebuilt original stuart engine, two suits of sails. 

£5000 

Tel: 01702 582550 



'SPRAY' HILLYARD 30' GENTLEMAN'S 
LAUNCH 192S 

2 berth. 10 daytrippers. WWII service. Well maintained Nanni 
Diesel. Fully operational but needing some work. Must sell; 
offers towards £11950. Near Plymouth 01752 851679. 




ENTERPRISE 

24'x8'6"x2'3" fishing boat, larch on oak. Buill in 1966 for 
seller. Perkins 4107. Borgwarner box. Excellent seaboat. 
In very good condition. Has been totally re-wired, new 
dials and switches. New echosounder. VHF. plotter and 
rudder indicator. Original Navico Auto Pilot. Would make 
great sea angler. Can be sold with or without British 
Fishing Licence. 

£25,O00tVAT for boat. Licence extra. 

For more details and photos 
Tel: 01595809203 
or e-mail 
laurena.f raserl@bti nternet.com 




FANCY FREE 

Percy Mitchell 1960. Well equipped motor sailer. Recent engine 
logged 148 hours. All sails, high specs. Autohelm. VHF. Sounder 
etc. Attractive boat seasonal refit Lying Falmouth. 

£19,500 

Tel: 01726 842073 or email: lom.blan1eyOHe5co.net 
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IAN OUGHTRED NESS BOAT 1997 

Length 16' 10" beam 5' 4" with balanced lug sail tig. Indispension 
road trailer. Mariner 3.3 outboard, full cover, fenders, anchor, 
oars, spare wheel and lock. In excellent ready to sail condition. 

£3,750 Tel. 01484 841822 




35FT. WOODEN SOLE BAY 1971 

First sale for 37 years. Incomplete 5-Berth 
refurbishment project due ill-health. Draft 5'3". Iroko 
on Oak frames, Perkins 4326 engine. Many brand 
new items including masts, sails, winches. B&G 
equipment, etc. Now out of water for commissioned 
ongoing work. 
£25,000. 
Tel: 01903 784590 evenings 




RESTORATION PROJECT 

A rare opportunity to acquire a 
23'ft Motor Launch. 
Built Dornom & Sons Salcombe in 1939 
Was tender to gentleman's yacht. 
A restoration project that requires 
completion. 
Very attractive boat in great condition. 
Has been housed in boat store 
for over 40 years. 
Reluctant sale. 
OIRO £8,250.00 
Viewings by appointment in Salcombe 
Telephone: 01548 843 167 
or 07968 790 044 




1970 36FT S&S ONETONNER 

01 in Stephens design 2035. Cold moulded, three skin heart Kauri. 
Restored 2009. 27hp Volvo. 
Details: http://young-nick-1970.bl ogspot.com/ 
Lying Auckland. New Zealand £58,000. 
Tel: 00 6 4 274 961789 Email: frans@pacificsurgical.co.nz 




STARLIGHT 

54' MFV built 1932 in Scotland. Beautiful and very solid 
traditional vessel with loads of history. Gorgeous overhauled 
Gardner 5L3: berthed in Malta 
Very reasonably priced at £81,500 
Further details on www.starlighLcom.mt 
Email: slarlighKWntercontec.co.uk Tel: ' 44 (0)7795 324883 



^BB^fflE£j****HMB^ M *v ^^^^^ 


M/YSANNA, 
CGPETTERSSON-1947 

Type: Cruiser (power). Length: 34 feet. Beam: 9 

feet. Hull material: Honduras mahogny. 
Engine: Single inboard. Volvo 145AA. Fuel type; 
Gas. For both fresh and salt water use. The 

boat is a member of the Swedish Royal 
Motorboat Club and is classified as a Swedish 
cultural treasure by the Swedish state. We have 




full documentation on the boat, including list 
of owners and complete blueprint. 
Price: £160 000. 
YouTube search: "M/Y Sanna" 




Contact: rschultzberg@ihotmail.com 




"RIVIERA ESPORTAZIONE" 

One of a kind, faithfully restored. 60 loot. 1962 
yacht. Two twin cabins, three bathrooms (two 

with shower). Kitchen with dishwasher, 
fridge-freezer, microwave and four sleeping 
spaces in the living room. Crew quarters with 
separate entrance, featuring a double berth with 
shower and wc. Original, restored. 350 HP diesel 
engines (twin General Motors, 30 l/h), generator 
(6.5KW), AC and a water maker (180 l/h). Auto 
pilot, GP5. plotter and sonar; original wooden 
furniture and suede trims: lying 
Turgutreis. Turkey. 

£525,000 
Tel: 07956402962 

Email: f.rodriguez@imperlal.ac.uk 




18ft OPEN DAY BOAT 

Bermudan Sloop, Mahogany on Oak. Long Keel. Re-Caulked 2009 and 
antifouled for next season. 4HP outboard and engine brackeL Comes 
with; Mooring Lines, Dan Buoy. 4 x Fender. Anchor, Bilge pump, 
Drying Legs & trailer. Lots of other equipment too. 
Price: £2000 
Please call: 07773 132 819 or email: apc31@ihotmail.com 




LADY EMBER 

Ex. Thames conservancy launch 19' x 5' built Bushells circa 

1965. Traditional construction with original overhauled 
Vedette engine and full length canopy. Wonderful condition 
£15,000 could deliver. 
Tel: 01702 582550 




MARY GRAY a 22' Bermuda rig sloop, 
Harrison Butler 

Z4 tonner, built by Alfred Lockharts at Brentford in 1939, 
number 26 out of 52. 2 berth cabin, Yanmar GM10, well 
maintained including renewed floors, keel bolts, rudder and 

fuel-tank in last 2 years. 
Inventory includes main-sail, furling genoa, compass, vhf, 
spirit stove, 2 anchors, warps, fenders, 2 cabin oil lamps, 
canvas covers. Recent survey available. An extremely sound, 
well loved and cared for boat- 
Lying Emsworth, Hampshire. 
Price £9,950. 
For further details call 07968 956298 
or email: 
jennyevanson@igmail.com 
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To advertise 
Call Patricia Hubbard +44 (0) 207 349 3150 
patricia.hubbard@chelseamagazines.com 

Copy Deadline for next issue is 25/05/2011 



Boats for sale 



33 High Street 
Poole BH15 1AB, UK 
T: +44 (0) 1202 330077 
Fax: +44 (0)1202 330060 



SANDEMAN 

YACHT COMPANY 




80ft Thornycroft Ketch 1929 

It would be hard to find any yacht from this period that can complement its 
1920s opulence with the facilities more suited to present day expectations. 
An extensive refit at T. Nielsen & Co in 2006 has left HALCYON and her teak on 
oak structure in near perfect condition but with the systems and conveniences 
of a modern yacht enabling her to cruise waters warm or cold in real comfort. 
In 1929 Yachting Monthly commented that.. .Snugly rigged with Bermudan 
main and mizzen, having a sail area ot 2,275 sq ft. she could be handled by a 
small crew - and this is still true today. 

£1,400,000 VAT unpaid Lying UK 



60 ft Laurent Giles Bermudan Cutter 1956 

PAZIENZA designed by Laurent Giles v/as built by Cantiere Navale V. Beltrami 
in Genoa in 1956. Laurent Giles seemed to achieve a seamless transition 
between traditional and modern styling - it is not surprising that PAZIENZA, 
with her handsome sheers and understated English good looks was one of the 
last two nominees for the most beautiful boat in France for 2010. This is an 
excellent indication of her current impressive condition. 



€750,000 



Lying UK 



60ft Gannon & Benjamin Schooner 2001 

Designed by Nat Benjamin, REBECCA was built by Gannon & Benjamin of 
Martha's Vineyard - with all the attributes of a thoroughbred schooner: beautiful 
yet immensely sea kindly, combining the honesty of a traditional design and 
build with the novelty of being 'new'. Her great strengths lie in the purity of 
design and the attention to detail in her construction - she has sailed the 
Canbbean and the Mediterranean; participated in classic regattas on both sides 
of the Atlantic and is one of a small elite group ot yachts aptly classified by the 
British Classic Yacht Club as 'New Classics'. 

$1,200,000 USD Lying Antigua 




42 ft William Fife Gaff Cutter 1903 

William Fife III designed EVA to the Second Linear Rating Rule, but she has 
the dimensions of an International 8 Metre. Sympathetically restored for her 
re-launch in 2003 and well known on the Mediterranean Classic Circuit - 
adored by lovers of classic yachts; sometimes winning her class and always 
in the running for the Trophee au plus beau. EVA Is an exquisite example of 
a vintage yacht. 



58 ft Laurent Giles Yawl 1952 

Designed by Laurent Giles for Lloyds Yacht Club of London and built by 
Camper & Nicholson to exploit the American Rule (CCA) at a time when 
racing in America was very competitive - LUTINE OF HELFORD is harmonious 
in every line and would rest easy on the eye of a yachtsman from any era. 
Painstakingly rebuilt in her current ownership; she has proved to be very 
easily handled by just two cruising and classic raced with a full crew. 



46 ft Philip Rhodes Yawl 1947 

INFANTA took 1 st prize in the Vintage Class at the Antigua Classic Yacht Regatta 
2009 as well as 2nd in their Concours d'Elegance - proving that Rhodes boats 
are moderate in all aspects except their beauty and performance! INFANTA is 
equipped to cross an ocean or for a crew of 2 to easily day sail in the Solent. It 
is hard to imagine a better or easier boat tor classic regattas ciewed by family 
and friends. 



€440,000 



Lying Spain £580,000 



Lying UK £215,000 



Lying UK 




45 ft Spark man & Stephens Sloop 1970 

Built in Trieste in 1970 by Astilleros Mariano Craglietto - It was a different 
era when a yacht this beautiful raced round the World in the first Whitbread 
Race - GUIA finished 5th ! S&S seemed able to blend the CCA and the then 
blossoming IOR Rules into capable and fast boats with good looks as a by- 
product. Testament to her fine pedigree, GUIA Is a wonderful family cruising 
boat and races successfully on the Mediterranean Classic Circuit. 



38 ft Harley Mead Gaff Cutter 1926 

It is not surprising this yacht has circled the globe - the influence of the West 
Country pilot cutter in her design and stout construction cannot be ignored, 
however on doser inspection her distinctive sheer and flowing lines mark her 
out as being rather less workaday and incredibly pleasing on the eye. Despite 
being just 38 ft 6 on deck, with her 1 2 ft beam JENNY WREN has a magnificent 
amount of useable space below decks where she is also wonderfully original. 
Her condition is Impressive leaving her ready for new adventures 



33 ft Fairey Super Swordsman 1977 

FURIOUS was the very last Super Swordsman built by Fairey Marine and 
is a magnificent example of the marque - maintained by her previous and 
present owners to an exemplary standard. A concourse winner, she has 
been sympathetically updated where necessary, but what separates these 
boats from everything else is their unique style, sea keeping ability and sheer 
presence. There is very little today that in our opinion remotely compares to 
the Fairey Swordsman. 



€225,000 



Lying Spain £105,000 



Lying Spain £65,000 



Lying Belgium 



Email: info@sandemanyachtcompany.co.uk • www.sandemanyachtcompany.co.uk 
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M J.LEWIS & SON (Boat Sales) LTD 

DOWNS ROAD BOATYARD, MALDON, ESSEX. CM9 5HG 

Tel: 01621 840982 / 859373 • Mob: 07885 859373 
Website: www.mjlewisboatsale.com • E-Mail: info@mjlewisboatsales.com 

Specialists in the brokerage of Classic Vessels, Traditional Yachts and Working Boats 




TS RIGGING LTD 

SPECIALIST RIGGERS OF TRADITIONAL, CLASSIC VESSELS & MODERN YACHTS 
Tel: 01621 874861 Fax: 01621 840982 Email: info@tsrigging.co.uk Website: ww-w.tsrigging.co.uk 

www.heritage-marine.com 
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ARDFERN 

YACHT CENTRE 



Loch Craignish, 
Argyll, Scotland 

'An idyllic natural harbour 
in the West of Scotland' 




STANLEY & THOMAS 

BROKERAGE 

SPECIALISTS IN RESTORATION & REPAIR OF CLASSIC WOODEN I 
Visit us at the Beale Park Boat Show, Pangbourne, 10th - 12th June 



■ 

)EN BOATS 




InlTIM. 2J' ANDREWS Slipper launch. !•». Hull No.«6. BMC Mantt VaJlnH 4cj I enslot. 



Robert Clarke 37 - Only 2 owners since being built in 1956 and BurJianan Saxon - 1 962, immaculately maintained eiample 

having been with the current owner for the last 35 years this is of this much admired classic Mahogany planking on Canadian 

a lovely example of a British built yacht The boat corner with an Rock Elm timbers. Lots of new kit. recent sails, modern 

extensive inventory Volvo engine, Profurl reefing system, recent electronics. Perfectly suited to cruising or the classic regatta 

sails, Lilley compass, Raymarine autopilot etc Including some racing circuit Here from late Apnl and available for viewing .. 

original period items making her unique £42 , 000 £44,500 




Hannah Carol Ketch -From the same designer as the classic loch Fyne Skiff - A replica of the traditional Scottish Fishing 

'Tahitj'ketch this timber canoe stemed ketch is unique. Subject hulls designed byG-L Watson, built In 1979 by MacOufl. A rare 

to extensive refining during the current ownership and kept in opportunity to acquire a piece of Scottish maritime history, 

immaculate condition the bilges are always dusty dry! French Many recent upgrades including chart plotter and electric 

built of Iroko and Acacia with a large internal volume she would windlass. Lying in Stonaway, Isle of Lewis viewing is by prior 

make and ideal live aboard. Motivated seller £31,500 anangementonly. £24,000 

www.ardfernyacht.co.uk E-mail: office@ardfernyacht.co.uk 
Telephone: (01852) 500247/500636 




tBM 

24' Traditional Thames I ampin? Skin c. MM by F. Muslim * m.ii.. Mckmnnd. Rare HM'WHH 




JT'Dayl^aachhy ANDREWS or Boumr End tWK Eocd HOBcc l n»«tki» c 

Mobile:07799-654113 Tel: 01753-833166 
sarah.woolley@stanleyandthoma.s.co.uk www.stanleyandIhomas.co.uk 
Tom Jones Boatyard. Romney Lock, Windsor, Berkshire SL4 6HU 



Buying or Selling? 
Call The No 1 in Day Boats 

Unit 12A, Rougham Industrial Estate, 
Bury St. Edmunds, Suffolk IP30 9ND 
Tel:+44 (0)1359 271747 
Mobile:+44 (0)7798 836549 
Fax:+44 (0)1359 271767 
sales@anglia-yacht.co.uk 



Cornish Crabbers 0 Devon & Drascombes Specialists 
❖ Including Spares and Accessories 






Character Boats 2008 Post Boat m lovely condition only 
used a handlul of times Titled out to the tradition spec and 
complete wilh a Yamaha 2.5HP 4-stroke outboard, cover 
and road Irailer (8,250 



Swale Pilot 16' UK 2003 Swale Pilot buill to a very high 
spec and in lovely condition complete with spraynooo, 
cover and road trailer. 18,500 




Deben Lugger Deben Luggers built by us lo order. 
' Prices from £9,500 »VAT. 

See her al the Beale Park Show. 



Drascombe Lugger MK2 1976 Drascombe Lugger Mk2 in 
good condition with new jfc and cover, 2004 Mariner 4HP 
4-stroke outboard and T lrame road trailer (4,500 



Craft high-lighted in orange are avyaiting arrival 
wvvw.anglia-yacht.co.uk 



ROSSITER 

BROKERAGE 

• Marine engineering • Marine electronics 

• Repairs & restorations of wood & GRP 



Rossiter's Quay, Bridge Street 
Christchurch, Dorset, BH23 1DZ 
Tel: 01202 483250 Fax; 01202 490164 
Wob: www.rosslteryacht5.co.uk 
Email: contactfgrosslteryachts.co.uk 



Rossiter Curlew 



£49,950.00 



1987. 32ft loa bilge keel, high quality grp 
sloop, in excellent condition, bottom epoxy 
coated from new, 4/5 berths in 2 cabins, 
galley, separate heads, usual equipment 
Beta 37.5hp 4 cyl. diesel engine, well 
maintained. Offers on the asking price 
will be considered, 
Lying our yard 




I Purbrook Heron £8,500.00 1 


lEii^^Billlll^ilSS^l^di 


■ 1965 Pretty bilge keel 22ft wooden yacht, 
i well maintained and updated, 2 berths, 
galley, sea toilet Bukh DV10 ME 10hp 
(1989). plenty of electronics. Proven well 
travelled sea boat. 
I Lying our yard 



B2 
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BROKERAGE 




ARDFERN 

YACHT CENTRE 



Loch Craignish, 
Argyll, Scotland 

'An idyllic natural harbour 
in the West of Scotland' 



STANLEY & THOMAS 

BROKERAGE 



SPECIALISTS IN RESTORATION & REPAIR OF CLASSIC WOODEN I 

Visit u.s Hi the Reale Park Boat Show, Pangbuurne, 10th - 12th June 



[AS 

30DEN BOATS 




Vudcllr 4cyl engine. 



Robert Clarke37- Only 2 ownen since being built in 1956 and Buchanan Saxon - 1962, Immaculately maintained example 

having been with the current owner for the last 35 years this is of this much admired classic Mahogany planking on Canadian 

a lovely example of a British built yacht. Ihe boat comes with an Rock Elm timbers. Lots of new kit, recent sails, modem 

extensive inwntocyVolvoengine, Profurl reefing system, recent electronics. Perfectly suited to cruising or the classic regatta 

sails, lilley compass, Raymarine autopilot etc including some racing drcuit. Here from late April and available for viewing . . 

original period items making her unique £42,000 £44,500 



2UB 




Hannah Carol Ketch - From the same designer as the classic Loch Fyne Skiff - A replica of the traditional Scottish Fishing 

Tahiti'ketch this timber canoe stemed ketch is unique. Subject hulls designed by G.L. Watson, built in 1979 by MacDuff. A rare 

to extensive refitting during the current ownership and kept in opportunity to acquire a piece of Scottish maritime history, 

immaculate condition the bilges are always dusty dry! French Many recent upgrades including chart plotter and electric 

built oflroko and Acacia withalarge Internal volume she would windlass. Lying in Stonaway, Isle of Lewis viewing is by prior 

make and ideal live aboard. Motivated seller £31,500 arrangement only. £24,000 

www.ardfernyacht.co.uk E-mail: office@ardfernyacht.co.uk 
Telephone: (01852) 500247/500636 



10 JO: 2ft" Troftlliiinal Thame* Camping Skiff C.IN95 in F- Meuum & Son*. Richmond. Rare oppurtunllv. 




DIDO: 37'Da> l.uundi by ANDREWS of Bourne I .ml c. 1920V Ford UOOtc Cruasflim tagm 

Mobile:07799-6541 13 Tel: 01753-833166 
sarah.woollcy@slanleyandthomas.co.uk www.stanlcyandthomas.co.uk 
Tom Jones Boatyard. Romney Lock, Windsor, Berkshire SL4 6HU 




Buying or Selling? 
Call The No 1 in Day Boats 

Unit 1 2A, Rougham Industrial Estate, 
Bury St. Edmunds, Suffolk IP30 9ND 
Tel:+44 (0)1359 271747 
Mobile:+44 (0)7798 836549 
Fax:+44 (0)1359 271767 
sales@anglia-yacht.co.uk 



Cornish Crabbers O Devon & Drascombes Specialists 
❖ Including Spares and Accessories 




Character Boats 2008 Post Boal in lovely condition only 
used a handful of times Filled out to the tradition spec and 
complete wilh a Yamaha 2.5HP 4-stroke outboard, cover 
and road trailer CB.2S0 



Swale Pilot 16' UK 2003 Swale Pilot built to a very high 
spec and in lovely condition complete with spcayhood, 
cover and road trailer (8,500 




Deben Lugger Deben Luggers built by us to order. 
Prices from £9,500 tVAT. 

See her at the Beale Park Show 



Drascomte lugger MK2 1976 Diascornbe lugger Mk2 in 
good condrtron with new jib and cover, 2004 Mariner 4HP 
4-stroke outboard and Wrame road trailer (4,500 



Cralt high-lighled in orange are awaiting arrival 

www.anglia-yacht.co.uk 



ROSSITER 

BROKERAGE 

■ Marino engineering * Marine electronics 
• Repairs & restorations of wood & GRP 



Rosslter's Quay, Bridge Street 
Christ church, Dorset, BH23 10Z 
Tel: 01202 4S32S0 Fax: 01202 490164 
Web: www.rossiteryachts.co.uk 
Email cont3cl@rosslteryachts.co.uk 



Rossiter Curlew 



£49,950.00 




1987, 32ft loa bilge keel, high quality grp 
sloop. In excellent condition, bottom epoxy 
coated from new, 4/5 berths in 2 cabins, 
galley, separate heads, usual equipment 
Beta 37.5hp 4 cyl. diesei engine, well 
maintained. Offers on Ihe asking price 
will be considered. 
Lying our yard 



I Rossiter Pintails £22,0000 - £24,5001 




2 available, built 1978 and 1975. 

27ft grp bilge keel, heavy displacement 

cruising boat. 4 berths in 2 cabins, galley, 

separate heads, both have Lister SW2 

diesei engines. 

Lying South Coast 



Purbrook Heron 



£8,500.00 




1965 Pretty bilge keel 22ft wooden yacht, 
well maintained and updated. 2 berths, 
galley, sea toilet Bukh DV10 ME 10hp 
(1989), plenty of electronics, Proven well 
travelled sea boat. 
Lying our yard 



82 CLASSIC BOAT MAY 201 1 



BETA MARL 



10 to 150 hp - 14 very smooth, 
multi-cylinder, heat exchanger cooled engines. 

We offer you the best, compact, 
reliable engines at very competitive prices! 

Easy engine replacement, we can supply 

special engine feet designed to fit your boat. 

Engineered in the UK, at Beta Marine 
in Gloucestershire, we welcome your visit. 

Installation, buy through our dealer network for 
an installation package - see our website for dealer 
listings, or contact us. 

3 Year 'Self Service' Warranty 




www.betamaiine.to.uk 



Tel: 01452 723492 Email: sales@betamarine.io.uk 



Looking to sell your boat? 

Reach over 50,000 readers each month 

There are two styles of Boats for Sales ad to choose from. Pick the style which suits your requirements and email: 
edward.mannering@chelseamagazines.comwith your text and image or call + 44 (0)20 7349 3194. 

The deadline for the next issue is 25/5/20 




_ 




No, 8. f xceltent 2 berth coastal 




cruiser, built 1999. Length 18' 




9" Beam 7 Draft 2' 9" long 




keel, designed by Roger 




Dongray. Vanmar GM 10 




regularly serviced. Very 




. attractive boat 




lovingly maintained, 




Lying Fowey. 




02,000 ono. 




Email: name£Eclassicboat.co.uk 
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STYLE A. 5cm x 2 columns. Either 160 words or 80 words plus 
colour photograph. 
£275 inc VAT and Internet 



'WALT HAM LADY' 

Cornish Trader LOA 40'. Beam 9'6". Gaff rigged GRP Ketch. Bilge 
keel, cenlreplate. bowspiril. 20bo yanmar. Lovely solid and 
seaworthy, Much admired. Portsmouth, 

£28,500. 

Teb 00000 HULL See: apolloduck.net/183014 



STYLE B. 5cm x 1 colums. Either 55 words 
or 30 words plus colour photograph. 
£155 inc VAT and Internet 
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THE SAILMAKER 



The life of Brian 

Brian Saunders, rigger and sailmaker at Jeckells, will still do 
things the traditional way, says Richard Jobnstone-Bryden 



Known by colleagues and customers for his dry 
sense of humour, broad Norfolk accent and 
expressions such as "hey ya got a boogie on?" 
and "alright me booty?", Brian Saunders has 
witnessed a period of considerable change in sailmaking 
and rigging techniques since joining Jeckells The 
Sailmakers in April 1 968. Along the way he has worked 
for three generations of the Jeckells family and met his 
wife Shcrrey who was employed in the office at Jeckells. 

Brian's early years at the firm were spent learning 
traditional rigging skills from rigger foreman Cyril James, 
who was described as "invariably untidy, clad in a navy 
blue roll-necked woolly (one imagines he sleeps in it!). 
Overwhelmingly kind and generous, he defends those who 
work with him and expects a like loyalty in return." 

In the late 1960s a rigger still used traditional skills 
such as wire splicing; other duties included making rope- 
and-canvas fenders. However, within a few years this 
changed completely as the arrival of plastic fenders killed 
off demand for old labour-intensive products, while the 
development of rolled swage and swageless terminals led 
to dramatic cuts in production times for standing rigging. 
Shrouds could be made in a matter of minutes instead of 
the two to three hours required for a wire splice. 

Today, the demand for traditional wire splicing is 
virtually extinct, although people do occasionally enquire 
about the costs before opting for more economic modern 
alternatives. Even requests for tarred-twine mast hoops 
have declined in favour of plastic tubing, while many of 
Jeckells' old rigging tools are now in the Museum of the 
Broads - although a few were retained just in case. 




For Brian, these developments led to an increase in 
his breadth of skills as he progressively spent more time 
on the sailmaking side of the business. However, more 
changes were in the air as Jeckells became one of the first 
sailmakers to design sails by computer in the 1970s. The 
move proved so successful that all of their sails have been 
designed this way since 1982. Soon after, Jeckells became 
one of the first companies to have a laser cutter that 
actually worked, which led to a reduction in the number 
of lofts required by the company. Previously, they had two 
lofts for cutting, one for spreading, and two for finishing 
whereas everything is now carried out at the company's 
modern purpose built loft in Wroxham. 

Sailmaking and rigging have always involved some 
travel which increased with the advent of budget airlines. 
In recent years customers have paid for Brian to travel 
across Europe to set up their rigs and fit new sails. One of 
his more memorable trips involved setting up a schooner- 
rigged junk for a client in Poland which proved to be quite 
a complicated exercise due to die high number of ropes 
that were required to operate the rig. Other visits include 
setting up shade sails in office blocks, shopping centres, 
pubs and people's homes. It's very different to working 
onboard a boat but the core skills remain the same. 

Amid this backdrop of change, Brian still utilises 
traditional sailmaking skills. For example, the Lancashire 
Museum Service recently ordered two handmade canvas 
sails for a miniature fishing boat to form part of a 
forthcoming exhibition, and he was stitching a new bolt 
rope along the edge of the l,000sqft (93m 2 )mainsail for 
the Norfolk wherry Albion during my visit. © 



Left: Removing 
surplus strands, 
having made an 
eye splice in the 
end of a length 
of 3-strand rope. 
Right: Albion's 
old bolt rope was 
falling apart 
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Yard News 



Edited by Peter Willis +44 (0) 207 349 1932 
peter.willisiachelseamagazines.com 




HAMBLE 



Fairlie 55 turned over 



The first Fairlie 55 passed a turning- 
point, literally, recently when the 
hull was rotated to right-side up 
in a three-hour operation. Fairlie s 
Duncan Walker called it "a huge 
psychological boost for the build 
team as they can now get 'into' the 
new yacht. It's an exciting phase for 
all involved as we watch this modern 
classic take shape - she's going to 



be truly beautiful." Designer Paul 
Spooner took the opportunity to 
weigh the hull — "just below our 
estimate"- and as soon as the turn 
was completed die engine was lowered 
into place. The hand-crafted interior 
already completed, was ready to be 
installed. The completed 55 will be 
unveiled at the Cannes International 
Boat Show in September. 



MALDON 

Play that 

melody 

again 

Returning to the water 
at the old Dan Webb and 
Feesey yard in Maldon 
at the end of April was the 
newly-restored Essex Melody. 

The pocket cruiser- 
racer was originally 
designed and built - at 
the same yard - in 1957-59 
by John Scarlett, who 
co-founded the East Coast 
Old Gaffers Association. 

Her reverse-sheer 
design was inspired by 
the Junior Offshore Group 
20-footer Sopranino which 
crossed the Atlantic in 
1952 (see Books, p74). Her 
extensive rebuild has been 
a two-year labour of love 
for local couple John and 
Diana Rogers. 





UNDERFALLYARD 

Trials of Edith Gray 

Edith Gray, John Baymond-Barker's latest pilot cutter, 
launched at Underfall Yard, Bristol, in April, has just 
completed her sea trials in what looks like the sort of 
murky Bristol Channel conditions she was built for. Her 
first proper outings will be the Cock o' the Bristol Channel 
race in May (check the website for results), the St Mawes 
'World Championships' - "to square-up against the 
competition", and this year's Fastnet. Her charter website, 
wildsailing.co.uk, should be up and running by now. 
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HAINES BOATYARD ITCHENOR 

The X factory 

It's not every sailing club that owns 
its own boatyard, but that's how 
it is in Chichester Harbour, where 
Itchenor Sailing Club, home of the 
X One Design, Solent Sunbeam and 
Swallow classes of keelboats, in effect 
owns Haines Boatyard, down on the 
hard, which looks after them. 

Come winter its winter storage 
shed packs in around 60 boats. It 
was beginning to empty out when 
YN visited in the spring, but there 
were still plenty of boats, and owners 
working on them and willing to 
break off for a chat. 

Managing director Mike Atidrews 
and his team - "a great crowd 
of guys who understand what's 
required and will put in the overtime 
if needed" - are facing a big year 
with the centenary of the X class. 
One boat they've been putting extra 
effort into getting ready on time is 




;i ET E - '/.'ILL LS 



X50, Xdtation. Built in 1930 by 
Woodnutts of Bembridge, she was 
bought in 1 989 or thereabouts by 
class measurer Frank Powell as a 
restoration project (he had another X 
for sailing). 

It was a painstaking, perfectionist 
job - and by no means completed 
when Frank died in 2008. His widow 
Cherry and stepson Mark Kenworth 
decided they owed it to Frank to 
finish the restoration, and in time for 
the class centenary. As they're not 
really X sailors, racing Xcitation will 




id 

Above: Sunbeams 
and Xs in storage 
at Haines, and 
managing director 
Mike Andrews 



be their neighbours, two experienced 
Victory class sailors, Jeremy Lear and 
John Tremlett. They'll be doing their 
best to make sure Xcitation lives 
up to her name and does justice to 
Frank's memory, and the quality of 
his and the Haines team's work. 

SUNBEAM SPLINES 

But Haines is not just about Xs. The 
long-tailed Sunbeams, dating from 
1923, have recently seen the class 
split over the use of CRP and epoxy. 
The Solent fleet, which includes the 
first all-GRP boat, Berty, built by 
Haines, has voted in favour, while 
the Falmouth fleet has rejected 
the idea (CB272). Haines had two 
Sunbeam hulls, Fay and Harmony, 
upside down and in the process of 
having epoxy-fixed splines inserted 
into the planking prior to being 
epoxy-sheathed when YN called. 
Next to them, beautifully varnished 
and splined (topsides only) in the 
traditional manner, was Fleury; she is 
intended to compete in Falmouth. 



THE GOOD WOOD BOAT COMPANY 

A better way to strip 

The Good Wood Boat Company of Cockermouth, Cumbria, noted for building clinker 
dinghies (Tideway, Redwing, International 12), also does a fair amount of restoring, 
and - like anyone who's ever attacked the inside of a boat built with overlapping 
planks on ribs - has encountered the problem of getting the ancient deposits out of 
the myriad interstices. A bit of lateral thinking and discovery of a shared interest in 
classic wooden boats has now produced a solution, thanks to a local firm, Phoenix 
Antique Restorations, which as its name implies specialises in antique furniture 
and interior conservation and restoration. The procedure uses a non-caustic 
conservation stripper, plus time and patience. See the results at Beale Park. 
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Boatbuilder's Notes 




Fine fittin: 



BY WILL STIRLING 

The irritaeion of rhe awkward, not- 
quite-round spar fitting that has 
to nestle on a shoulder and fit the 
timber like a tubi-grip knee support 
can be overcome with a little chalk 
powder. One may have to embark 
upon some exasperated hammering 
of the fitting so it is best to fit the 
metal work before galvanizing it. 



1 



Make the shoulder by gradually 
working the taper aft 



, Coat the inside of the metal 
with chalk powder 



I Replace the fitting and drive 
it back into position. 



4, 



J. The chalk residue left behind 
indicates the high spots. Ease these 
until the fitting can be pushed into 
position by a firm hand. 



The clenched boat nails technique 



BY ROBIN GATES 

During the exceptionally low tides 
of March I was following in the 
excavations of a bait digger when 
a jumble of crooked shapes caught 
my eye - not fossilised ragworm but 
old copper boat nails which had 
obviously been bent to a purpose. 

Isle of Wight mud often gives 
up riveted boat nails complete with 
roves, but the consistent bends in 
these indicate the demise of an old 
clinker workboat whose planks had 
been fitted with clenched nails; rotted 
beyond hope, no doubt, and burned 
between tides. 

The clenching technique is similar 
to riveting in as much as the nail is 
driven through a pre-drilled hole, 
but as the point emerges it is met 



by the convex face of the clenching 
iron which turns it through 180" to 
re-enter the wood. Since no pilot hole 
can be drilled for the re-entry there is 
a real danger of splitting the wood. 
Sometimes the nail is angled across 
the grain so it does not exit and 



Bent to a purpose 
- boat nails found 
on a beach 




re-enter between the same bundle 
of wood fibres, but this can wrench 
the fibres apart if angled too much. 
A good clenched nail resembles a J, 
finishing flush on both sides. 

For clenching the lands the nails 
are sometimes flattened and tapered 
to a chisel point, making them 
easier to bend, but the size of these 
suggests they were clenched through 
steamed timbers. An S-bend in the 
shank shows the turning point was 
misjudged and they buckled inside 
the timbers; missing points indicate 
striking too hard. 

If done by a light and practised 
hand this one-part fastening should 
bode well for the integrity of a clinker 
hull; I wonder if anyone uses it 
today? Regrettably my own attempts 
have proved a complete mess. 
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Traditional Tool 




Sawn-off saw 

Why waste a disposable hard-point 
handsaw when it's ready to be 
disposed of? writes Richard Toyne. 

This paint-scraper, cut off with an 
angle-grinder, was born of necessity 
- 1 needed one, and didn't have the 
time to go and buy one. In fact it has 
proved very controllable through 
the saw handle - less tiring than a 
conventional scraper handle. It's also 
doubled as a paint-tin opener, mini- 
shovel and mixing palette. 





Wins dividers 



New life for an old saw 



BY ROBIN GATES 

The shivering cold of a dimly lit boat 
shed is a challenging environment in 
which to take accurate measurements 
and difficulties are compounded by 
the contortions necessary to reach 
the work. With a keelbolt boring 
into your knee and deck beams 
assaulting your skull it is all too easy 
to forget if you are working in metric 
or imperial units or perhaps using 
the ruler whose first inch is only 
seven eighths. Thank goodness for 
wing dividers. Span the work with 
these pointed legs of steel, tighten the 
thumb screw on its elegant quadrant 
and the dimension under scrutiny is 
locked in space and time; no need to 
write or remember numbers - this is 
measurement in its purest form. 

Using dividers invariably beats 
a ruler which offers, at best, 
approximation to the nearest 
subdivision of a scale. Dividers also 
circumvent the errors in marking 
by pencil or, to a lesser degree, by 
knife since the legs themselves are the 
prickers or scribers used to transfer 
the measurements. Besides their 



Above: Wing functionality, these heavy old wing 

dividers for dividers - one pair Victorian and the 

transferring other from the 1 950s - are a delight 

and scribing to handle, still bearing the imprint 

measurements. In of the blacksmith's hammer which 

the background forged them from red-hot metal, 
are Lancashire The basic design of dividers 

pattern spring has remained unchanged since 

dividers with legs Roman times and is unsurpassed 

forged in one for certain tasks in boatbuilding. As 

piece well as taking linear measurements, 

Below: Accuracy dividers also excel for spiling planks; 

without numbers: spacing fastenings; constructing 

with dividers what perpendiculars, 45" and other angles; 

you see is what scribing arcs and circles; bisecting 

you get work and enabling the very satisfying 
exploration of proportion that is a 
foundation of pleasing design. 
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Dinghy Notes 




Cutting fairleads and sculling notches 



BY WILL STIRLING 

A wooden fairlead is a work of 
sculpture in itself - tapered, moulded 
and shaped in every direction. It is a 
fitting as traditional as traditional can 
be; strong, simple and aesthetically 
additive to the boat as a whole. This 
small piece of wood sums up the 
challenge that wooden boatbuilding 
holds: functional aesthetics. The 
drawback is that for some it may 
be too traditional, in which case a 
bronze version serves equally well. 

The aft end of the fairlead must 
be checked into the capping so that if 
load comes onto the fairlead it is not 
simply hanging on by its fastenings 
but is pushing against the timber of 
the capping, itself fastened to the 
gunwhale and butted against the 
transom... and so it goes on. 

The sculling notch can be cut with 
a hole saw. For dinghies a hole saw 
with diameter of 2Vi in (65mm)will 



do. Measure two-thirds the diameter 
of the hole saw down from the crown 
of the transom and centre the hole 
saw on the centreline of the transom. 

In this way the hole saw will 
naturally create some return on the 
notch so that the sculling sweep will 



tend to be held in, and less inclined to 
jump out of the notch in the event of 
some vigorous sculling. 

The sculling notch needs to be big 
enough for the sweep to have free 
play when sculling. Soften all of the 
edges with sandpaper. 



4, 



HMS Victory 
yawl fairleads 



1 



Checking 
the aft end of the 
fairlead into the 
capping rail 

9 

■cL, The finished 
wooden fairleads 
varnished and 
ready for use. 



3 



Sculling 
notch cut on 
centreline of the 
crown of transom 




90 CLASSIC ISOAT JUNE 201 1 



CRAFTSMANSHIP 




Japanese Flush-Cutting Saw Mini 
Kugihiki 150 Japanese flush-cutting 
saws are ideal for cutting dowels, pegs 
and tenons flush to the surface of the 
piece without damaging said surface: 
flexible blades with very sharp un-set 
teeth can be bent flat while you work 
from an angle. Blade length of this 
one 150mm, overall length 305mm, 
blade width 30mm, blade thickness 
0.5mm. From German specialist www. 
dick. biz (item No. 712304) and only 
€12.90 (c£ll). 



Tools 



•••• 








Forged steel singlehanded nylon-frame ratchet clamps 
We're fans of these clamps: they are easy to use and clamp 
smartly on with geared pressure from grips to jaws. The 
rockered nylon jaw guards protect the cabinet work and a 
simple trigger trips the clamp open again easily. In 3.5 and 2in 
(88 and 50mm) sizes, £6.99 and £6.49 from screwfix.com. 



Obital sander A big, chunky machine and one of the 
heaviest available - good for heavy sanding jobs and 
comes with a dust bag. The simple to use sandpaper 
retention system uses an over-centre locking 
mechanism; a tool for the pro! Guide Price £132.08 
from www.lawson-his.co.uk, half-sheet or 1/3, 
wattage 600, weight 3kg. 




JTI'l 



Classic Boat Forum 

The sticky subject 
of wood glue 

» Can anyone recommend a decent 
wood glue for repairs? Rubysue 

» Type of wood? Internal or external? 
Structural or cosmetic? Work 
conditions? There are four or five 
generic types of adhesive with 
different characteristics that you 
might consider. Tranona 

» Either epoxy or polyurethane. Epoxy 
fills gaps depending on what additives 
you, er, add. It's also strong and easy 
to use if you follow the instructions 
but wood must be dry and you need 
to watch the temperature. 
Polyurethane does not fill gaps and 
must be close-clamped for a good 
bond because it foams when curing 
and will push the joint apart. Less 
fussy about damp and one-pot, so 
very easy to use. Dur 



» Epoxy can stick to most other glues 
if it is difficult to completely clean 
out the original joint. If the wood is 
iroko or teak, be sure to de-grease 
before joining, though I have not had 
any trouble. Oak is reputedly not fond 
of epoxy, so Resorcinol is better, but 
needs thin glue joints and tight 
clamping. It is temperature sensitive 
too - no less than 10°C. DownWest 

» Balcotan is a good general-purpose 
marine glue but the 'Rapid' version 
foams up a lot, good in that it fills the 
spaces but bad as the overspill stains 
can be hard to remove. SHUG 

» While the foam from Balcotan fills 
the spaces, it is not 'gap-filling' and 
has no real strength so you need 
reasonable joints and close cramping 
for a strong joint. Then it really is 
quite strong. Dur 

"Built a boat 
using epoxy, never 
a joint failed" 



» Built a boat using epoxy, never a 
joint failed. Built a washboard out of 
newly-cut oak strips, glued with 
foaming PU that fell apart in two days. 
Rest of tube in bin. Maxcampbell 

» I haven't tried Balcotan on oak but 
have used it to good effect on iroko 
- eg a new stem for an old dinghy and 
curved seats for a day boat. The 
dinghy lived on a drying mooring for 
some years, then a couple of years in 
the garden. Never a problem. Dur 



Got a problem? 
See our revamped 
Forum on www. 
classicboat.co.uk 



Sticky job: A laid 
swept deck of 
planks glued to ply 
substrate, deck 
glue for grout and 
epoxy over all 
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Marine Directory 



To advertise 
Call Edward Mannering +44 (0)207 349 3194 
Edward.Mannering@chelseamagazines.com 

Copy Deadline for next issue is 25/05/2011 



ADHESIVES 



BOATBUILDERS 



Polyurethane Wood Glues 



The Coilano Range is here! 

We mourn the demise of Bolcotan 
but stick by Melco Bonding, 
we are introducing to the UK 
the well proven Swiss 
COLLANO SEMPAROC 
FAMILY OF ADHESIVES 



Melco Bonding Supplies 

Tel/Fax: +44(0)1260 276997 or +44(0)1453 833985 
email: melco@vlrgin.net 

www. melco bo nding.couk 




Adrian Donovan 
Boatbuil 



onovan.co.uk 
.ldri.-indonov.in.co.uk 
Tcl:01728 638629 Suffolk England 



To advertise in the 
Marine Directory 

please call 
Edward Mannering 
+44 (0)207 349 3194 



BLOCKS 



Maritime Enterprises (loW) Ltd 




Makers ol Traditional Wooden Blocks, 
Masts & Spars 
Custom AB2 Bronzeware 
Bespoke Cabinet and Pattern Making 
Custom and Production Joinery 

Tel/Fax: +44(011983 761784 
Mobile: 07979 686888 

Saltern Wood Quay, Gasworks Lane 
Yarmouth, P0«1 OSE 

www.maritimeiow.co.uk 
maritime.enterprisesf3btconnect.com 



BOATBUILDERS 



RYAN KEARLEY 
BOATBVILDER 




Sussex-based wooden boot 
restoration, repair and new build 

07932 4S8 867 
www.ryankearlcyboatbuildcr.co.uk 



L. K. WOODFORD 
SHIPWRIGHT 



RESTORATIONS 
REPAIRS AND REFITS 

QUALITY MARINE JOINERY 
TEAK DECKS. INTERIOR FITTINGS 
PAINTING AND VARNISHING 
(www.woooforoyachtrestorations.co.uk 

Email: LKWOODFORD^sky.com 
POOLE, DORSET 



CHIEF SHIPWRIGHT OF 

'BLOODHOUND' 



rr V 



BOATBUILDERS 



BOATBUILDERS 

Krpain- 




Owii:\ 
Boatbuilding in 
wood T- 40. 
Knginrv hunting. 
Refill Engine* fitted, 

Spamuking. 
Winter I j» up. dun 
dlcfy Bniiemgc 

Skip/tool Creek, 
Vyre Road. Thornton. 
Clarity,. Laws FYS SLF 
telephone: 012) i HViHM). 



m 



hmor marine 

★ now building CAPE CUTTER 19 ★ 



June 




ORIGINAL DEVON LUGGER 

Honnor Marine Ltd. Marine House, Miall Street. Rochdale OL11 1HY 
Tel: (+44) 01706 715986 ■ Fax: (+44) 01706 342576 ■ www.honnormarine.co.uk 



BOATBUILDERS 




Swallow Boats 

Designers, Manufacturers and Exporters 
of Beautiful Traditional Style Boats 

The BayCruiser 23 
Classic Looks Modern Performance 



Tel: +44 (0)1239 61 5482 
Email: info@swallowboats.com 
Web: www.swallowboats.com 



www.goodwoodboat.co.uk 



ALAN S.R. STALEY 



1 Shipwright 
' Boat Building 

■ Spar Maker 

■ Repair & Restoration of 
wooden boats 

1 Surveys of wooden ships 

Tel: 01795 530668 



www.alanstaleyboatbuilders.co.uk 



ROBERTSONS 
BOATYARD 



Specialists in construction, restoration, 
and repair of both traditional and 
modern craft. Winter layup and storage. 



For j brochure or mme Information, contact Mike diingworth 
Robertsons Boat Tard, Lime Kiln Quay, Woodbrtdge, Suffolk IP»J i bo. 

Tel: (013941 382305 Fax: (01394) 388788 
mvw.roteftsons-boatyard.co.uk infogirobertsons-boatyard.co.uk 
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BOATBUILDERS 



DESIGN 



Priors Boatyard 

- yacht builders and repairers est. 1 892 




Looking for an 
Eco-friendly boat? 

Wharram catamarans hav 
been designed that way 
for over 50 years. 
Self-built out of renewable 
wood they are designed 
to SAIL, not motor. 7 
Their philosophy is to 
be one with the sea. / 




Wharram Designs 



BOAT YARD 



DESIGN 



ENGINES 




Traditional boatyard on the Tamar, South Devon iimimii \un\r fllllu rs\M 

Established team of shipwrights and engineers W W W.WC 1 1 "t| Udy.LUlTl 

Sheltered deepwater moorings and storage aiq-)-> qa(\a-ja 

in an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty \i\QLL 04U4/4 



WEIR QUAY BOATYARDS 



CHARTER 



CONRAD NATZIO 

BOATBUILDER 
A range of simple small croft 
plans for very easy home 
huilding in plywood 
Por details, visit the website: 
www.broadlyboats.com 

or coniaci 
CONRAD NATZIO Boalbutldcr 

15 Unyiml PlaCC Wimdhridge. 

Sul'fhlk IP 1 2 IFE — 

Tel/Fax: (01394) 383491 

E-mail; c.tuMao^biiniertieixont h5d 



To advertise please call +44 (0)207 349 3194 



Traditional Brass 
Engine Controls 
& Hydraulic 
Steering 

from 



HELMSMAN SYSTEMS 

Tel: 01 323 832233 
Fax: 01 323 832244 

Email: sales@helmsmansystems.com 



DINGHIES 



-little- 

Arks 

CHART!* COMPANY 



NEW 

2011 Schedule 



YOUR DINGHY DOES NOT 
HAVE TO BE INFLATABLE! 




www.littlearks.c 



CRADLES 



Cum imiii i ( hvi r-K-(.Kv|>i i 



Tennamast (Scotland I Ltd. 
81 Mains Rd. Bcith. 
Ayrshire. KA15 2HT 

Tel/Fax: 01505 503824 
Website: www.tennamast.com 
E-mail: nbrown@tcnnamast.com 



To advertise in the 
Marine Directory please cal 
Edward Mannering 
+44 (0)207 349 3194 




Our unique yacht tenders split into 
nesting sections for easy stowage. 

- Quick assembly 

- Efficient to row 

- Fun to sail 

- Classic looks 



Connoisseur 
Cruising 




DESIGN 



Above/right: 9ft Stem dinghy under sail; stowed upside down on foredeck 
Below: 8ft Pram dinghy stored upside down on deck; rowing; sailing 




Catalogue with 350 designs (or Ihe home boat 
builder ranging (torn canoes and dinghies lo pocket 
cruisers, yachts, motor boats and steam launches — 
6' to 60' • £12+ E4p&p 



MANUALS by Paul Raher 
Stilch & Tape Boat Construction 
Strip Plan* Boat Constructor! 
Canker Ply Bob I Construction 
Sails lor th« Home Boat Bulkier 
PtywDOd Boat Construction lor Larger C'fl't 
Fit-Oul for Yachts & Launches 
■ all manuals CIS . f 3 PAP each 

Tel. 01225 705074 
SELWAV FISHER DESIGN 
IS King SI, Melksham. SN12 6HB 
Web Site : www.selway-tisher.com 




Below: Nestaway Trio three-section planing motorcanoe (3.5hp, llktsl) 



ESTAWA 1 

Boats that fit 



07768 600595 / 01202 423094 
Made in Dorset, England 
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EPOXY RESINS 



EQUIPMENT 



EQUIPMENT 



High Quality Epoxy Resins 
at affordable prices 



Mail 
Order 




UK Epoxy Ruin 



Phone/Fax 01704 892364 
Email: rob@epoxy-resins.co.uk 
www.epoxy-resins.co.uk 

UK Epoxy ratine, 3 Square Lane 
Bunoougt) UncuHn 140 7RG 



To advertise please call *44 (0)207 349 3194 



EQUIPMENT 



ECHOMAX 

76e uttif dm Co &e &eex tvittt. . . 

Radar Target Enhancers 
Active XS Dual Bona 

NEW for the offshore yachtsman 

The Ecrx*nax Aclrve-XS Dua Band RTE win unjque j 
quadrupte alarm facility :o njenrfy 5 or X pains. 
High Stated Porformance Level arxl low current < 
dra* offers much more man competing products 
E*c*Mds ISO 8729-2 ptHormarce reQunsmenis 
ALSO AVAILABLE 

ActiveX-Bond 

Stale C the Art RTE tvitf- a maximum RCS m 
excess d 270 M? and SPLof 111M J - Ttm 
generation RTE lias more ffwi 
twice the RCS response and ' 
one tenth of (he current dr an 
ol comoel ng prodjcf and (note | 
alarm 'acrfcty as standarc 
PBO Aclve -X XS voted besl 
buys. «fw wHbsit" lor d*U*i 




T»l: 00 44 (0(1371 B3021B __ 
Email: ecnomaxnalflsllaol.com 



www ochomon co.uk 



Love Cycling- Hate Pedalling? 

axcess^ 

-bikes 




Combwich 
Marine Enterprises 

A Division of Anglia Stainless Ltd 

Specialist Suppliers of Silicon 
Bronze Fastenings 

BAFO 




British Marine W 

federation «- 

I Woodscrews * Bolts ♦ Nuts ♦ Washers 
♦ Machine Screws ♦ Coach Screws 
♦ Coach Bolts ♦ Fin Bolts 
♦ Studding ♦ Plain Rod 
♦ Copper Boat Nail & Roves 

Delivery Nationwide 
Major Credit Cards Accepted 



Tel: 01359 251414-251417 

Fax: 01359 250103 
Sales@anglia-stainless.co.uk 

Shepherds Grove Ind Estate, Stanton, 
Bury St Edmunds, Suffolk IP31 2AR 




SCARE 
GULL 



KEEPS SEAGULLS AWAY 

The ultimate 
seagull deterrent 
www.scaregull.com 



INSURANCE 



To advertise please call 
+44 (0)207 349 3194 



Boat Insurance 








We search the 




market for you 




& offer a 




choice of cover 




• Sail i Pew Ci all 


■ Independent Ml 




• Marine Specialists 




01752 485090 


curtism 


arineinsurance 




www.curtlsmarlne.co.uk 





HAVES PARSONS 



INSURANCE 



Marine Insurance Specialists 

• Classic yachts, motorboats and traditional boats 
• Marine trade and professional services 
• Marinas and boatyards 

For a quotation, please ring 0 1 1 7 929 938 1 

Hayes Parsons Marine 

A traAnx drvnton of Hsyw Paoom Lid | Commemal Irmimncc Broker 

St. Lawrence House, Broad Street, Bristol BSI 2HF 
Tel Ol 17 929 938I Fax Ol 17 925 4I79 
Email marine@haycsparson5.co.uk 

Authorocd and Regulated by the Flnaniul ScrvKci Authority 

\k 

facht Insurance 

Classic Yacht & MWorboat specialists 

For a quotation please call 

0844 988 6134 

www.sirnonwlntorrnarine.co.uk 





Murki' - l&tfiChm I Last Owsi V-M/imp Smack Insurances by Sinmn Winter Marine 



To advertise please call +44 (0)207 349 3194 
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Noble M 



Hollow Wooden Spars 

Harbour Way, Bristol, BS1 5UH, UK 
T: (0117) 929 7450* 
UK Patent No. 2112706 



E: gofasterwez@aol.com 



RIGGING 



B 



I fTJ Spencer t 



SURVEYORS 




Empire Buildings 
St. Mary's Road 
Cowes. Isle ot Wight 

P031 7SX 
+44 (0)1983 292022 



William Street 

Northam 
Southampton 
S014 50H 
+44 (0(2380 638921 



24hr Rigger on call - 07791 123971 



Ocean 

yacht equipment 



www.spencerrigging.co.uk 



SAIL MAKERS 



SURVEYORS 




PETER N. DAVIES 

MIN. ASME. C. ENG., M. I. MAR ENG. 
A.M.Y.D.S.A. 
Surveys on Classic Yachts ,ind tr.idition.tllv 
built craft. U.K. and abroad. New build and 
major re-fit supervision, MCA Code of 
Practice Compliance Examination. 

% Jlif Avenue, Kivenhoe, Colcliesler, lnexC079PP 
Telephone Mr 01206 BB0 Fm ffa 01206 1200 



To advertise in the Marine Directory 
please call Edward Mannering 
+44 (0)207 349 3194 



Pre-purchase and insurance surveys for wood, 
GRP and steel boats, traditional or modern. 
MCA coding. UK and Europe. 
See website for examples and 
online bookings. 

Aidan Tuckett AMYDSA 

07765 35 2364 




BRIGHTON MARINE SURVEYS 



MCGRUER & Co Ltd 

Yacht and Boat Survey 

Pre-Purchase, Damage 
Insurance and General 
Repair / Refit Management 
MCA Codes, Expert Witness 
Scotland. Soulh Coast, Med. 
FRASER NOBLE 

MRINA. YDSA, MUMS 

Wooden Boat Specialist 

30 Years Survey Build Repair 
mail(g-mcgruer-l>oa ts.co.uk 
w ww. mcgruer-hoa ts.co.uk 

01436831313 / 077682 17054 



To advertise in the Marine Directory 
please call Edward Mannering 
+44 (0)207 349 3194 



TIMBER 



* TIMBER * 



FULL RANGE OF TIMBER SUPPLIED AND 
MACHINED TO YOUR SPECIFICATION 



* LONG LENGTHS DOUGLAS FIR/SPRUCE 
* OAK BENDS * MAHOGANY * TEAK 
* STRIP PLANKING AND 
CONSTRUCTIONAL VENEERS 



JOHN MOODY 

T: 01548 831075 F: 01548 831440 
john_. moody@btconnect.com 



LITTLE SHEEPHAM. MODBURY 
IVYBRIDGE, DEVON PL21 OTS 



TIMBER 





Robbins Timber, Brookgate.Ashton Vale 
Trading Estate, Bristol, BS3 2UN, UK 
Tel: 0117 963 3136 ■ Fax: 0 1 1 7 963 7927 
- Email: timber@robbins.co.uk 
www.robbins.co.uk 



Free Comprehensive Catalogue 
. We make Mail Order Easy! 

All major cards accepted 

Worldwide Mail Order 
UK'sWidesc Range! 



• Elite Marine Plywood 

• Cedar Strip 

• Hardwoods & Softwoods 

• West System Epoxy 

• Adhesives & Fastenings 

• Copper, Silicon Bronze and Stainless Fastenings 




VICKERS 
TIMBER CO.LTD 

SILVER SPRUCE FOR 
MASTS AND SPARS 



Kiln dried and Air dried - 3" & 4" Thick 
Lengths 10'-32'. Also Yellow Cedar, 
Western Red Cedar, Hardwoods & Plywoods. 



Tel: 01277 211557 - www.vickerstimber.co.uk 
allon Road, Brentwood, Essex CM 13 1TG 
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Bespoke Sailmakers 

from design to finish, 
we're with you all the way 
Tel: 01929 554308 
Email: info@kempsails.com 

The Sail Loft, 1 6 Sandford Lane Ind Est, 
Wareham, Dorset BH20 4DY 



Letters 



LETTER OF THE MONTH 

SUPPORTED BY OLD PULTENEY WHISKY 

Remembering WRAF 
girls on Flamingo 




I was delighted co read the article 
on the Kiel Yacht Club (CB272 
and Letters, CB274) as it brought 
back happy memories. I served in 
the Royal Air Force in Germany 
1 950-52 and was lucky enough as 
a Norfolk Broads yachtsman to be 
selected for the RAF Ocean Racing 
team. In those days we were based 
in the superb pre-war Kiel Yacht 
Club, which was opposite the 
shipyards that built the U-Boats 
that had tried to starve us out only 
a few years before. 

The RAF had four ex-Luftwaffe 
yachts: the 100 square-metre X 
Class boats Flamingo (sloop 
rigged) and Krankh, which had 
been modified by Sqdn Ldr Hume 
to a masthead cutter with a large 
doghouse added; 80sqm Rasmus 
III, and a 50sqm Kuckuck. 

Training courses started in April 
with crews selected for the season 
in June, which for me was the 
RORC Kiel-Copenhagen Race. 
On our return in a strong 
northerly wind we broke the 
record for Copenhagen-Kiel in 1 9 
hours. Then in July 1951 we took 



Coping with 
the joins 

For some time now I have been 
getting more and more frustrated by 
the 'centrefolds' in what everyone 
now seems to be calling their 'boat 
pom', and since you are changing to 
a wider format, to show even more 
of those wonderful photographs, the 
time has come to pen the reason for 
said frustrations. 

Quite a chunk of each boat that 
crosses from one page to the next 
disappears into the spine, leaving the 




Krankh to the UK for the Cowes- 
Dinard and Fastnet races. Quite an 
exciting trip as we ran aground on an 
unlit sandbank in the Flbe Fstuary, 
followed by a howling gale off the 
Dutch coast. 

Finally in 1952, after we had 
moved to Stickenhorn as we ceased 
to be an Air Force of Occupation, we 
took the first ever group of WRAF 
girls to sea in Flamingo on our 
normal training cruise route of Kiel, 
Sonderborg, Svenborg, Kerteminde 
and Kolby Kas. 

So glad to see that dear old 
Flamingo is still going strong. 
David J Hastings MBE, by email 



boat shorter, with rigging, and other 
lines at an angle to the spine, 
including raking bow and stern lines, 
appearing with a step in them. Please 
turn to pages 32 &I 33 of the new 
May issue of CB and you will see 
what I mean. The backstay and 
mains'l leech are way out of line and 
quite a bit of the doghouse is missing. 
Lovely pic though. Lovely new 
format. 

But please, please can you get 
your layout men to provide some 
overlap to the photographs where 
they meet at the spine, or failing this 
a bit of white margin that could 
disappear into the spine. I don't 



Flamingo, still at 
Kiel 



Why Windfalls? 

Why is the term 'windfall yachts' 
used (Kiel Yacht Club, CB272)? 
These yachts were private property 
owned by civilian Germans and can't 
be regarded as anything resembling 
windfalls. As a Swede, experienced in 
invasion and plunder, it puzzles me. 

During the 30 Years War, we 
invaded Prague and emptied their 
Royal Palace of all contents including 
the famous Silver Bible but we don't 
call it a windfall bible. When taking 
away all the de Vries sculptures in 
Prague we don't call them windfall 
sculptures. When raiding the largest 
library in Europe at the time as well 
as taking away 400,000 bottles of 
prime wine from Kloster Eberbach 
outside Frankfurt - also during the 
30 Years War - we don't call them 
windfall books or windfall bottles! 

So why this word? We are at least 
a bit ashamed even though the 
Geneva agreement did not exist in 
the 17th century. 
Rickard Bosson-Bcrg by c-mail 

It's true that 'windfall' sounds like a 
euphemism but in fact these yachts, 
brought back from Germany at the 
end of World War II, were part of 
the war reparations, and had all been 
owned by the German armed services 
which had used them as training 
vessels. The yachts were distributed 
to branches of the British services, 
which indeed regarded them as 
'windfalls' and used them for training 
over 15-20 years. Ed 




Nellie sails a^ai 



Check out the know, but I bet that the real porn 

digital edition at mags manage this! 

www.classicboat. Ian Roger, Fareham, Hants 

co.uk No joins in our digital edition! F.d 
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Send your letters (and replies) to: 
Classic Boat, 19 Chelsea Wharf, 15 Lots Road, London SW10 OQJ. 

email: cb@chelseamagazines.com 



Girl Barbara 
- the oldest 
fishing boat? 

I note your article (CB274) on the 
'oldest working fishing boat'. 
Sovereign. She may be the longest on 
one registration (HL165) but she is 
not the oldest working boat 
(Boadicea - CK 213 for example) or 
the oldest on the register if registered 
in 1936. My Girl Barbara dates 
from around 1925 and is still on the 
register and still working, albeit part 
time, as MN46. 

Mr Vince, known in Mersea as 
'the Dutchman' because of his 
cheesecutter cap, sold his smack 
Nelly in 1930 and bought Girl 
Barbara, five years old at the time, 
from Wyatts of Mersea, registering 
her as CK63. The boat stayed in the 
family, later under his son Peter, until 
1983 when she was put on the 
saltings with her engine removed. 

Boat and engine were bought by a 
Tollesbury man but he was afraid to 
use her as she leaked so badly, so I 
acquired her in 1988. 1 collected her 
with my old boat and the man asked 
me to phone him when I reached my 
mooring at Bradwell on the opposite 
side of the Blackwater. The boat did 
make rather a lot of water and I 
decided instead to take her to 
Maldon to sort the problem. When I 
reached home, my wife told me that 
the previous owner had phoned to 




.1 



say that I should have phoned him 
long ago and 1 must have sunk, 
which is what he had expected! 

The boat had a registration 
change to MN46 as Peter Vince 
wanted to keep CK63 for his new 
boat. I worked her part-time, 
trammel and tangle netting for cod, 
roker etc or drift netting for herring. 

In 2010 the boat was making lots 
of water (again!) so into the yard she 
went for new keel bolts etc and I 
decided to re-rig her. I hope she will 
perform reasonably under sail, but 
that remains to be seen. 

Peter Vince's last advice to me, 
was - "If you get into trouble, just 
take your hands off the wheel and 
she will get you out of it, she did for 
me for 50 years". 

I hope that still applies now she is 
back to a tiller again. 
Chris Papworth, Maldon 



Restorer wanted 

I am trying to find someone who may 
be keen on a restoration and has a 
desire to restore a little boat. 

I have a little 12ft gentleman's 
launch, mahogany clinker on oak 
ribs, that I bought about three years 
ago on Ebay, as a little project. As I 
have since found out, my woodwork 
skills, knowledge of boatbuilding and 
money all seem to be limited. 

When I had Scrumpy in the water, 
she only 'putted' along for about 200 
yards before the engine conked out. I 
have to say it was probably the best 
200 yards of my boating life! She 
currently sits on a trailer in Surrey. 

Essentially I am looking for a 
retired gentleman (preferably an 
ex-boatbuilder) who wants a project 
and a bit of beer money as thanks. 
Chris Lewis, by email 



Researching 
Guy de 
Maupassant 

I am doing some 
research into the 
French writer 
Guy de 

Maupassant and 
his account of a 
sailing trip down 
the Riviera, 
Afloat (Sur I'eau) 
which he made 
on his 40ft yawl 
Bel Ami 

out of Lymington 
(Millers of 
Lymington built 
1879). 

Is there 
anyone who 
might know what 
happened to her? 
There are a 
couple of lovely 
pictures online 
but I can't find 
any more about 
what became 
of her. 
Paul Becker, 
by email 



READERS' BOATS 

'Still love the thrill' 

Here's a photo of my gaff yawl Oyster. I have owned her now 
since 1998 and still love the thrill of sailing her in a good 
breeze. I am based in Lyttelton just 15 min from Christchurch, 
New Zealand. Oyster, 36ft (11m) LOA x 9ft (2.7m) beam x 4ft 
6in (1.4m) draught, was designed by George Holmes and built 
by Charles Bailey Jr in 1902. Three skin Kauri, 1270kg lead 
keel, lOhp Sole 2-cyl motor, she featured in Classic Boat 120, 
June 1998, and I bought her after reading the article. 
Michael Rossouw 
Jack Tar Sailing Co, Lyttelton NZ 

Tell us about your boat - and check out our 'Boat of the 
Month' feature on www.classicboat.co.uk 
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Sternpost 





Birth of a passion 

Richard Hare recalls a boatshed and an inspired mentor 



Although I hadn't the slightest interest in wood 
at the time, I vividly remember Tucker Brown's 
boatshed in Burnham-on-Crouch. Geoff Badock, 
my school chum's father, had commissioned a new Stella 
and we went along to check its progress. 

It was midwinter, late afternoon, and amid the gloom 
but secure in a nest of planks and trestles and lit by a 
strip light or two, the clinker hull made its impact. 

The image of Moonspitmer - vulnerable, fresh- 
smelling of khaya and pink as a new born baby - became 
the embedded memory that triggered an enduring love of 
wooden boats, clinker masthead yachts particularly. The 
smell of the boatshed endures too, a heady cornucopia 
resonant of exotic lands and thrilling promises. 

Then there's reflected sunlight dancing across the 
golden tones of Moonsphmer's oak transom as we swam 
around the hull during one hot afternoon in August 
while anchored just inside the Roach; dry towels, hot tea 
and Bakewell tart beckoning in the cockpit. 

Geoff, an anaesthetist, was a fiercely competitive 
sportsman, but blessed with great powers of 
encouragement. Not 

once did he reprimand us " YOU Sail a boat thrOUgh 

unkindly or lash out an 

injuring remark - and that's yOlU" backside," he told us 



saying something when there are 
few things more irritating than 13- 
year old schoolboys. 

Burnham Week, with its 
competitive energy, was Geoff's 
tournament - on his home turf, too. 
He had the newest Stella in the fleet 
and he used her like a gauntlet. Peter 
and 1 were to be a part of it too. 
Very flattering, and very exciting. 

I crewed for a few days that week 
in the mid-60s and we raced hard. 
Geoff's intense competitiveness and 
his honed tactical skills ensured 
we were always up at the head of 
the fleet, beating up the Whitaker 
Channel into an enlivened green 
sea under a huge East Anglian sky, 
spray arching over our heads. I 
think we won a race, or two, but 
then I would have thought that was 
normal, such being my confidence in 
the man who taught me to sail. 

During one race, pushing the 
water to its limit, Moonspinner's 
keel dug into the mud. In a flash, 
Geoff was over the side, heaving 
the massive hull around before 
returning effortlessly back over the 
transom; being from Leigh he knew 
his mud and, importantly, what he 
could do widi it. 
"You sail a boat through your backside," he once 
told us. It's a sentiment I have oft repeated to those I 
have encouraged into the sport. As the hull lifts, falls and 
drives, all the intelligence we need is transmitted through 
the framework into our bodies - a gentle luff here, a 
strong tug to weather there, a helm pushed down firmly 
to leeward to sweep her up into the wind. 

High-energy racing had other compensations too - 
food, and lots of it. Geoff insisted that we ate a lot on 
board - mop our plates clean, too. Then there were 
the excellent dinners in the Royal Burnham as the late 
summer dusk extinguished the hectic bright day. Jacket 
and tie, of course. 

Bunking down aboard Moouspiimer was part of the 
excitement. She seemed enormous to me because I wasn't 
fully grown; but the security of the wooden microcosm 
worked its spell, Peter and I in the fore cabin, his parents 
in the saloon. Exhausted, I'd fall asleep listening to the 
gentle trickle-trickle noise as the quickening tide ruffled 
under her forefoot and down her long clinker planks. 

Decades later I bought a clinker-hulled boat myself, a 
lovely masthead cutter-rigged Finesse 24. At anchor up a 
quiet creek, with my wife and son, we'd bunk down, our 
bellies full. Sometimes, Alec would have a pal on board, 
history repeating itself. That's satisfying. <3& 
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For further information contact Mike Horsley: 
+33 493 34 68 98, mjh@edmiston.com 
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